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introduction and ethos

introduction

W

elcome to the seventh issue of a new three year collection
of Spill the Beans. We returned to the Revised Common
Lectionary for 2019-2022 with new material as we take
another tour through that lectionary.

Who Are We?
At the beginning of 2009 a conversation began amongst a couple,
then a few, then a group about collaboratively creating resources that
enabled us to tell the story of faith in a worship context and within
age groups for younger people and teens. Spill the Beans was born as
the result of that conversation and has grown and developed over the
intervening years.
The ethos has remained the same, however. It is all about story. For we
believe story is the lifeblood of faith. In story we can tell the truth and
speak with honesty about things for which there are not yet words.
Story contains mystery and is the poetry that forms faith. Stories grow
as we grow and can reveal new truths at different times in our lives.
So we believe giving stories to people is one of the most important
things we can do in sharing our faith. Children and adults hold stories in
their being and keep coming back to them throughout life. Our culture is
stored in story. The same is true for our faith.
Spill the Beans is a work of love. None of the contributors are paid for
their contributions, these contributions are written and prepared with
our own congregations in mind. Instead of working in isolation, we bring
this work together, give it some spit and polish, and share it with others.
This is how we can keep the cost so low.

Using Issue 39
In this issue of Spill the Beans you will find an extensive collection of
things to use each week. Because each piece is written with specific
congregations in mind there may be the need to be a little creative
yourselves in adapting and evolving some of the ideas to suit your own
place and culture and congregation. That is entirely purposeful.
Of course, if you are creative and would like to share what you have
done, then have a look at our Facebook page http://www.facebook.
com/spillbeansresources and the associated Facebook group that
provides space for discussion and support. On our blog at https://www.
spillthebeans.org.uk/ you will find PowerPoint backgrounds for most
weeks.
Each week we provide a selection of words, ideas and creative
moments to take the theme and the passage a little further. We do not
provide a ready made service or perfect prayers but ideas and pointers
that hopefully scratch at your own creativity and provoke heaven’s
imagination within you.
Here are some tips to guide your use of the material in age groups:
1.

It presumes some introduction to the story will have taken place in
worship together or will play a part in the service when children join
it later.

2. Depending on the make-up of your own groups of children you will
need to remain flexible in how you use the material.
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In addition, we regularly pay it forward by using surplus monies to
support other new ministries and projects.

Collaboration

The team is delighted that we are in creative collaborations with
Fischy Music (www.fischy.com) and the Scottish Bible Society (https://
scottishbiblesociety.org).

Archive Revised Common Lectionary
and Narrative Lectionary Resources

We have two Overspill packages that provide complete sets of past
issues that give a huge library of resources for both the Revised
Common Lectionary and Narrative Lectionary.
The Revised Common Lectionary Overspill Pack
Issues 1-12
1,536 pages
£50
Purchase through this link: https://pul.ly/b/108820
The Narrative Lectionary Overspill Pack
Issues 13-27 (plus summer extra) in higher quality render
2,082 pages
£60
Purchase through this link: https://pul.ly/b/207215
The Road Less Travelled Overspill Pack
A lectionary created by the team and users, exploring parts of the
Scriptures less frequently travelled in either RCL or NL
Issues 28-32 in higher quality render
806 pages
£25
Purchase through this link: https://pul.ly/b/262757

You are downloading a compressed archive of files which need to be
unpacked so we recommend downloading these to a desktop or laptop
computer rather than phone or tablet. Note that depending on future
years there may not be resources for some Sundays depending on the
timing of Easter and changes to the readings as a result.

3. Each idea has been given a guide age range to help your planning,
but this is only a guide so use your own judgement about what will
work with your group.
4. Before the sit-down activities if you have a group of young children
or lots of boys, you may want to add a run-around type game to
expend some energy.
5. Use the gathering time exercise with the whole group to get into
the story together across the ages.
6. We encourage you to retell the story together.
7.

Follow that by choosing as many or as few activities your space
and time allow. You could offer a number of activities each at
different stations all at the same time for all ages to self-select
with a teacher staffing each one, or have traditional classes.

8. During activities, ask children to retell the story to you and ask
about their week, what was happy and what was sad and if this
week’s story reminds them of other biblical and personal stories.
9. The intention is not to complete “the tasks” brilliantly, but rather to
provide opportunities to begin conversations, build relationships,
retell the story of the day, and talk about what it means for us
today.
10. There are many websites that provide handout-type sheets that
will have images, crosswords and word searches for the story of
that week. They can be helpful in an emergency, but try to be more
creative as leaders, the rewards are worth it.

Information
Unless otherwise indicated, any quotations of the scriptures are taken
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition,
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
All original content in this issue © 2021 Spill The Beans Resources
Team.
Editor: 		
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Key to Abbreviations

In the worship ideas section the following abbreviations may
be used to indicate different sources of worship music:
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CG
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CH3
JP
MP
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All the Assembly Songs You’ll Ever Need
Common Ground
Church Hymnary, 4th Edition
Church Hymnary, 3rd Edition
Junior Praise
Complete Mission Praise
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Wild Goose Publications

pentecost 2021

3

meeting jesus in mark

sampler

meeting jesus in mark
ideas for an inter-generational event
Introduction

W

hile the Sunday resources in this issue focus on
the Old Testament readings, we have provided a
New Testament inter-generational event too.

• An online event. In this context materials could be
delivered to households in advance for the activities you
choose to do. You will need to adapt the activities to be
used on an online conference platform.

This resource contains six all-age activities to help explore
what the gospel of Mark reveals about Jesus. Each activity
has a short passage to read from Mark with an activity to do
and ideas about which to pray and chat.

Scottish Bible Society

These activities have been designed to be used at an
outside/inside event where households are permitted to
move around and visit various different activities, while
maintaining good hand hygiene and social distancing.
However, the activities can be adapted to other contexts
while always working within current Government guidelines.

https://scottishbiblesociety.org

Here are a couple of other ways they could be used:
• An outdoor/inside event where households are
required to stay in their own designated area. In this
context choose a few of the activities and ensure each
household has all the required materials at the place
where they are sitting.
4
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This intergenerational event has been prepared by Jen
Robertson. Jen is the Children’s Resource Manager for the
Scottish Bible Society. You can find out more about the
work of the society at:

inter-generational event

activities
1. Family

Chat And Prayer Ideas

You will need: bible verses, permanent pens, a pebble for
each person, a cross.

Read Mark 3:34-35
Then Jesus looked at the people sitting in a circle
around him. He said, “Here is my mother! Here are my
brothers! Anyone who does what God wants is my
brother or sister or mother.”

Activity
Have pebbles and permanent markers available. Invite
everyone to write their name or initials on a pebble and to
place it around a free-standing cross. Ask people to place
their pebbles around the cross so that a circle is formed by
the pebbles.

Chat And Prayer Ideas

Chat about why Jesus said God’s Kingdom is like seeds that
are planted in the ground.
When you scatter your seed bombs ask God to help the
flowers grow and bring beauty to your community, then ask
God to help you bring beauty to your community by what
you do and say.

3. Bring Them To Jesus
You will need: bible verses, a piece or ribbon for each
person.

Read Mark 5:22-24
Then a man named Jairus came. He was a synagogue
leader. When he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He
begged Jesus, “Please come. My little daughter is dying.
Place your hands on her to heal her. Then she will live.”
So, Jesus went with him.
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Chat together about what you think Jesus meant when he
said, “Anyone who does what God wants is my brother or
sister or mother.”

Activity

Look at the circle of names around the cross. Say thank you
to God that we can be part of God’s family. Ask God to help
you do what God wants for you in your life.

Chat And Prayer Ideas

2. A Growing Kingdom

You will need: bible verses, seed bombs or ingredients to
make them (see https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/
how-make-seed-bomb).

Read Mark 4:26-27
Jesus also said, “Here is what God’s kingdom is like.
A farmer scatters seed on the ground. Night and day
the seed comes up and grows. It happens whether
the farmer sleeps or gets up. He doesn’t know how it
happens.”

Activity
Make seed bombs in advance or have the ingredients
available for people to make their own. Encourage everyone
to scatter their seed bombs around the community.

Take a piece of ribbon and tie it to a tree/railing/fence.

Think of someone you want to “bring” to Jesus as you tie on
the ribbon. Tell Jesus all about that person.
Chat about why Jairus came to find Jesus.

4. Sent Out

You will need: bible verses, craft lollipop stick for each
person, coloured pens.

Read Mark 6:7,12-13
Jesus went around teaching from village to village. He
called the 12 disciples to him. Then he began to send
them out two by two. He gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits… They went out. And they preached that
people should turn away from their sins. They drove
out many demons. They poured olive oil on many sick
people and healed them.

Activity
Using a craft (lollipop) stick write on it something you want
to do for Jesus.

Chat And Prayer Ideas
Chat about what you wrote/drew on your stick? How can we
help each other do these things? Do you think we do these
things better if we are together rather than on our own?
Keep your craft stick somewhere safe so you can look at
it often and talk to Jesus about what you wrote/drew on it.
Ask Jesus to give you opportunities to do that thing.
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5. Deep Concern
You will need: bible verses, sheep cutouts (see page 132).

Read Mark 6:32-34
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a
quiet place. But many people who saw them leaving
recognized them. They ran from all the towns and got
there ahead of them. When Jesus came ashore, he saw
a large crowd. He felt deep concern for them. They were
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching
them many things.

Activity
Have a sheep hunt! Have numbered sheep hanging from
trees, shrubs, fences and so on. Everyone tries and finds
all the hidden sheep. The sheep should be left in place for
other people to find and removed at the end of the event.

Chat And Prayer Ideas
Chat about what a shepherd needs to teach the sheep (for
example to trust, listen, follow).
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Choose one of these and ask Jesus to teach you to do it
better.

6. Running To Jesus

You will need: bible verses, piece of cloth for each person,
fabric pens.

Read Mark 6:53-56

They went across the lake and landed at Gennesaret.
There they tied up the boat. As soon as Jesus and
his disciples got out, people recognized him. They ran
through that whole area to bring to him those who
were sick. They carried them on mats to where they
heard he was. He went into the villages, the towns
and the countryside. Everywhere he went, the people
brought the sick to the market areas. Those who were
sick begged him to let them touch just the edge of his
clothes. And all who touched his clothes were healed.

Activity
Take a piece of cloth and decorate it using fabric pens. Think
of someone who needs to know that Jesus is with them,
give them the piece of cloth and tell them this part of Mark’s
gospel. Explain to them that you are giving them this cloth
to say that you want to carry them to Jesus.

Chat And Prayer Ideas
Chat about why everyone was so excited about bringing
people to Jesus.
Talk to Jesus about the person you gave the cloth to, ask
Jesus to help that person.

6
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Mark: The Time Has Come

Why not gift everyone who takes part in the activities a
copy of Mark’s Gospel. The Scottish Bible Society have
produced Mark: The Time has Come which uses the easy to
read NIrV translation of the Bible. This translation employs
simple English suitable for everyone, including children,
young people and people who read English as a second
language.
Alongside this translation, great thought has been given to
the design, images and layout to help the reader discover
this world changing book in a fresh way, whether it is your
first time reading or have known this story for many years.
You can order your copies here https://scottish.bible/mark/.

through the season

through the season
Introduction

Week By Week

ver this season we take on the epic tale of David. The
lectionary offers us moments in his life but a whole
lot of the character and story is missing if we take
only the weekly chunks. Here we try and offer a ‘catch-up’
each week.

30 May Trinity
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8
Title:
Who Will Go For Us?
Activity: This week introduce the book as a great
book of stories, of prophets and kings,
of tales about the ancients who are very
like ourselves. This week simply open
the book and leave it open, a ritual we
will repeat each week. Light the candle
then read the passage for the day.

O

Remember those great family bibles that many people
used to have? It was certainly a Scottish tradition to have a
family bible where the first few pages had a family tree, filled
in by each generation. If you have access to one of these
by asking the congregation, then that would be the perfect
visual for Through the Season. You may have a few of them
in a cupboard at the church as they are often donated to
the local church when families are unsure what to do with
these historic pieces.

6 June Pentecost 2
Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:4-11,16-20
Title:
Gie Us A King!
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet
of paper to reveal a picture of a crown.
Print the words below on the back and
once read, let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage
read this: “And so our story begins,
a great epic tale of God and God’s
people struggling to love, to do what
is right, and finding their way in the
world. The people want a king but the
prophet Samuel has heard God wishes
otherwise. Here is what happens…”
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If that is not possible, then the largest book you have would
work. This might be a dictionary or encyclopedia, a cook
book or one of those coffee table books. You might wish to
cover it to make it look old.

The book should lie somewhere everyone can see rather
than on a lectern where the pages are hidden. Even flat on a
communion table would be fine. It always starts closed.
Each week, we turn the pages and find a symbol which is
printed on a large sheet of paper (A3 or bigger) with the
‘catch-up’ story written on the back. This paper could be
coloured and cut like an old piece of papyrus with torn
edges. After reading the ‘catch-up’ the image is hung down
the front of the table on which the Bible is resting, like a
pulpit fall.

You will need: a large Family Bible or large book, printed
images as suggested each week on large sheets of paper
that look like scrolls, the catchup of the story printed on
the back, and a candle.

13 June Pentecost 3
Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Title:
Take Two
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a jar of oil.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “Saul has been chosen to be the
first king of Israel but he turns out to be
the wrong choice. God is sorry and the
people are confused. It has not turned
out the way it was expected, so the
prophet Samuel, under God’s guidance,
and while Saul is still king, seeks a
replacement.”

pentecost 2021
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20 June Pentecost 4
Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:32-49
Title:
David’s Initiative
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of five pebbles.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “David, once anointed, returns to
caring for his sheep. He can play the
harp beautifully and his reputation
reaches Saul who is mentally ill. It is
suggested that David might sooth his
mood swings, and indeed, this works.
A number of years later the Philistines
gather to attack and Saul masses an
army. Here’s what happens next...”
27 June Pentecost 5
Scripture: 2 Samuel 1:1,17-27
Title:
David’s Lamentation
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a teardrop.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “After the defeat of the Philistines
David’s is involved in helping Saul who
gives David many tasks, to which he
does successfully and his responsibility
grows. Saul became increasingly jealous
of David and tries to kill him while David
tries to sooth Saul with his music. Saul’s
daughter falls for David and Saul grows
more jealous of David’s success in all
he does. He tries to kill him again so
David escapes with Michal’s help. David
becomes an outlaw and gathers men
around him. After many adventures, and
close calls with the king, the Philistines
amass, attack Saul’s army, and both
Jonathan and Saul are killed. David is
broken with grief. Here’s what happens
next...”

4 July

Pentecost 6
Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10
Title:
David’s Unified Kingdom
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of Jerusalem.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “David becomes king of his own
clan. Saul’s old generals aren’t so happy
so many battles rage. Eventually all the
rivals for king kill each other and David is
unrivalled and finally made king.”

11 July Pentecost 7
Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:1-5,12-19
Title:
David’s City
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet
of paper to reveal a picture of dancers.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “Now David is king of all Israel, he
decides to set up a new capital on the
border between the north and south
of the country. Using an underground
waterway, they capture the city of
Jerusalem. Here’s what happens next...”

sampler
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18 July Pentecost 8
Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-14
Title:
David’s House
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of bricks. Print
the words below on the back and once
read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in front of
the table so everyone can see. Light the
candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “Now the city is David’s and he is
king over the north and south. The ark
has been placed in the centre of the
new city but it doesn’t feel right to David
for God to live in a tent while he has a
palace. He contemplates what to do.
Here’s what happens next...”

ash wednesday

25 July Pentecost 9
Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-15
Title:
David’s Dark Side
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a message
scroll. Print the words below on the back
and once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down
in front of the table so everyone can
see. Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “David’s power is increasing having
defeated the Philistines and other
enemies repeatedly. But he’s tired of
war, and sends Joab to lead the latest
fight. While he stays in Jerusalem,
he spies Bathsheba and here is what
happens...”
1 Aug

8 Aug

Pentecost 10
Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13
Title:
David’s Shame
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a lamb. Print
the words below on the back and once
read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in front of
the table so everyone can see. Light the
candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “David marries Bathsheba after
her time of mourning. A son is born but
the prophet Nathan tells David a story
that is so unjust David is angry, until he
realises it is about himself.”

15 Aug Pentecost 12
Scripture: 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
Title:
David’s Death, Solomon’s Wish
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet
of paper to reveal a picture of a dream
cloud. Print the words below on the back
and once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down
in front of the table so everyone can
see. Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “After many years, David’s health
weakens and he dies having chosen
Solomon to be his heir. There continues
to be infighting between David’s sons
but Solomon becomes king and makes
plans for the temple his father could not
build. One night he has a dream where
God asks Solomon what Solomon would
like of God. Here’s what happens next...”
22 Aug Pentecost 13
Scripture: 1 Kings 8:22-30,41-43
Title:
Solomon’s Prayer
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a temple.
Print the words below on the back and
once read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in
front of the table so everyone can see.
Light the candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “The temple is built, Solomon’s
wisdom grows, the people are happy,
Israel is at peace and good relationships
now exist with Israel’s neighbours, who
now pay towards Solomon’s treasury. A
Golden Age begins. Here’s what happens
next...”
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Pentecost 11
Scripture: 2 Samuel 18:5-9,15,31-33
Title:
David’s Grief
Activity: Open the book and unfold the sheet of
paper to reveal a picture of a tree. Print
the words below on the back and once
read let the ‘scroll’ hang down in front of
the table so everyone can see. Light the
candle.
Catchup: Before reading the bible passage read
this: “As the years pass, David’s children
grow and there is a battle between them.
Absalom plots to kill Amnon, the heir to
the throne because Amnon raped his
half-sister Tamar and David refused to
punish him as Amnon was his firstborn.
Amnon is killed by Absalom and
Absalom flees. David eventually forgives
Absalom telling people he would be the
better king and starts a revolt against
David. David now flees in danger of his
life. Some who are loyal to him remain in
the city as spies. David gathers an army
and so does Absalom but he has taken
bad advice. The two armies meet in a
forest and here’s what happens...”

pentecost 2021
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sunday 30 may 2021

trinity
sunday 30 may 2021

who will go for us?
bible notes
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Finding God In The Thin Spaces

A

s we reflect on this familiar passage, we might be
reminded of the experience of being in a classroom,
conference hall or, dare we think it, a Kirk Session
Meeting, when the person at the front states they are
looking for a volunteer for a certain task. The majority
drop their eyes to the floor and inspect the dust particles,
avoiding eye contact out of fear of being targeted. In
another context, the opposite hazard is a potential problem.
A volunteer is sought to answer a difficult maths question
or sing the solo piece from a Gilbert and Sullivan opera in
front of classmates. You know you can do it, but do you
really want to raise attention to yourself and risk ridicule
from your fellow pupils for having the audacity to raise your
hand?
All of this, yet Isaiah had the courage to say, ‘Here am I”.
Was it self-confidence, naiveté, or a burning desire to be
faithful to God?
Isaiah is not in the classroom or any of the settings
mentioned above. He is in a ‘Holy Place’.

The physical place does not really matter. The description
of the scene includes that the building was trembling,
the pivots shaking, the space filling with smoke. This is a
description of the experience of holiness. In the ritual of
this worship, Isaiah is in a place or moment where he would
be expecting to meet with God. The moment is described in
such a way, as to take us into the mindset of a person living
in such times when the Temple is the clear dwelling place
of God. To be there, is to be in the presence of God. Nothing
can remain hidden from God.
Just “The hem of his robe filled the temple”; not the whole
robe, just the hem, just a fraction of God’s presence is able
to fill the Temple. The Temple is not big enough to contain
10
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John 3:1-17
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God. In the moment there is no escaping God. Those who
were accepting of the Temple as the dwelling place of God,
recognised the location as a ‘thin space’ where the veil
between divine and human experience was at its thinnest.
Today, such ‘sacred spaces’ are believed not to be limited
to the physical but are often described as ‘moments in
time’ when we feel at our closest to God; when there is no
escaping from God and when God knows everything there is
to know about us.
For Isaiah, this was a moment when he could be true to what
he knew about himself, true to what he had experienced
with and in God.
Despite his weakness and sin, he knew there and then that
he was acceptable to God; he was trusting enough in God’s
mercy to be forgiven and set free for a life of service to
God. And so, he could not hold back. Despite the instinct for
self-preservation and the desire to avoid failure, limit risk
and stay in the background, when God asked, “Whom shall
I send, and who will go for us?”, Isaiah could not hold back
and offered, “Here am I; send me!”
This story speaks to us today of ‘thin spaces’. Moments in
time, experiences in a myriad of settings, when God is so
close that we see ourselves as God sees us and we feel
ourselves more loved and cherished by God than at other
times. It is in such moments that our desire to hide in the
background and our predisposition for self-doubt are at their
thinnest too.
In these holy encounters with God—be they formal or
informal worship or the quietness of personal prayer and
reflection—we are more ready to say, “Here I am Lord; send
me!”

who will go for us?

the story
Send Me
How do you describe something that you cannot describe?
How do you find words for something
that has never happened to you before?
How do tell people about angels?
How do you talk about God?
People asked me what happened to me in the Temple:
what I heard,
what I felt,
what I saw.
I will try to tell my story,
but I warn you,
you may find it hard to believe.

And this angel was carrying a live coal from the altar.
He was carrying it in a pair of tongs.
And he touched the burning coal to my lips.
Then the angel spoke to me.
He, or maybe it was she,
told me that God had made me clean.
Then I heard another voice
and I knew it was God’s voice.
Don’t ask me how I knew it was God’s voice.
I just did.
Don’t ask me if I heard it out loud

I saw God.
There’s no other way
to tell this.
I saw God.
The fringes of his robe,
just the fringes,
were enough to fill
the whole temple.

sampler

“Prophet Isaiah” by Marc Chagall (1968)

I saw angels.
I told you this
was going to be wild.

I saw angels.
Angels with wings…
six wings:
two to cover their faces,
two to cover their feet,
and two to enable them
to fly.

I heard the angels
call to each other.
I could understand them.
They shouted:
“Holy, holy, holy is God the king!
The whole earth is full of his glory!”

or if it was a voice inside my head,
I don’t know.
I just knew that it was God.

And then the foundations of the temple shook
at the sound of the angel’s voices
and I was shaken too.
I had no idea what was happening around me.
And the whole building filled up with smoke.

And God asked a question.
Was it a question addressed to me?
I think it was.

So, are you still with me?

And I answered God:
“I’m here.
Send me.”

I thought I was dead.
Nobody can see God and live.
Nobody like me.
But I was still alive.
Then one of the angels flew towards me.
I was finished for sure.

God asked: “Who will be our messenger?
Who will live and speak for us?”

So that’s my story.
Words are not enough.
But words are all I’ve got.
And there’s no way I can draw a picture!
But I know that
God called me.
And I said,
“Send me!”

pentecost 2021
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the story
Retelling For Young People
Finding The Right Word
When we talk to each other we use words. And there are
lots of words. Nobody knows all of them. We learn new
words every day. Words get invented when something
new happens or is made and somebody makes up a new
word to describe it.
We call books full of words ‘dictionaries’, and every year
new words get added to them.

• Can you think of some of the words you would use to
describe God?
• Can you remember some of the words that Jesus
used about himself?
They sometimes get called the I AM sayings. They are in
John’s Gospel.

FANTOOSH

A man called Isaiah tried to tell people about the time he
met God in the Temple. I’m sure he ran out of words to
describe what happened to him.

LOL

Listen to his story.

Here are a few new words:

Read a version of Isaiah 6:1-8.

ZOODLE
• Do you know what they mean?
Sometimes we run out of words when we are trying to
describe things.

Look online for more ‘new’ words.
Make up some new words.
Explore words in other languages.

sampler

Which words would you use to describe:
• a ride on a roller-coaster;
• an elephant;

• a good meal;

• Harry Potter;
• the moon.

Sometimes people run out of words when they try to
describe God.
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Ponder whether pictures are a better way of describing
things than words.
Talk about illustrations in books and books made into
films.
Describe something in mime without using words (such as
planting a bulb, playing a game, changing a nappy).

who will go for us?

worship ideas
Through The Season

Prayer Of Adoration And Confession

See page 7 and following for a connecting visual theme for
this season which can be used as an introduction to the
bible text for this week.

Holy One,
we gather in this sacred place,
whether it be our home or a sanctuary,
we come humbly before you
and offer you this time of worship.

Gathering Activity
If you are gathering in a physical sanctuary place a card on
everyone’s seat with the words “Looking for a volunteer”
on one side. On the other list the things for volunteering: to
love, to listen, to tell stories, to dare, to believe, to trust and
so on. Along the bottom of that side of the card print “How
say you?”
Alternatively, if you are gathering virtually, or using screens
in the worship space, project a slide that says: “Looking for a
volunteer”. Leave that there until most people are gathered
then begin to list volunteering positions: to love, to listen, to
tell stories, to dare, to believe, to trust and so on. Conclude
with “How Say You?”

Call To Worship

Your creative works in the heavens above
and the earth below continue to amaze us
and allow us space to wonder at
the beauty and mystery of it all.
Your son, Jesus, came among us
and experienced it all for himself;
he helped us to savour it all
and encouraged us to look after all life.
Like Isaiah and Nicodemus
you call us to follow you,
to take up our cross
and step forward to
where you lead.
Forgive us, Lord, for the times
we have failed to follow you;
we regret that we have let you down
and we long to be reconciled to you,
cleansed and renewed, so that we
may walk once more in your way.

sampler

God calls, we answer, ‘yes Lord!’
God cleanses, and we are liberated.
God directs us, and we travel forwards in God’s work.

Jesus calls and we follow as his disciples.
He redeems, and we are set free from our sin.
He is risen and we go in his name to give hope to the world.
The Holy Spirit gives us her breath of life.
The Holy Spirit shares fuel, and we are never empty.
By the Spirit, we held as one humanity,
united in the bonds of love.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
we worship you today,
tomorrow, and forever.

All-Age Prayer
Life giver,
you know us,
even before we are born,
we long to know you more.

Lord, give us courage to respond
to your call each day,
and wisdom to discern
where you are leading us
so that we might follow faithfully
and guide others to you.
Gracious and merciful God,
we long to respond to your call
and to bring your kingdom
here and now.
Amen.

Nature lover,
you are present
in the air we breathe,
the water we drink,
the earth we walk upon,
the fire which heats us,
we long to be aware of you.
Soul saver,
you call us to you,
to serve in the world
and to help people in need,
we long to be your disciples.
May we always answer
when you call
and may we be ready
to go wherever you send us.
So be it. Amen.
pentecost 2021
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worship ideas
Prayers For Others And Ourselves

Prayer Of Dedication

Compassionate one,
we thank you for sending your Son among us,
for washing us clean of our sin and guilt
and offering us a new way ahead.

Who are we Lord, that you care for us?
We often doubt that we deserve your love
and we struggle at times to accept your love.

Holy Spirit, you guide us
to where we need to be
and to do the work
that needs to be done.
We stand before you
anxious and afraid
of what you will ask of us
but willing to take a risk
and ready to serve.
For children, women and men
in need of a safe place to stay,
for food on the table, books to read,
medicine to heal and money to pay bills
we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.
For men, women and children
burdened by guilt and
feelings of worthlessness
we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.

Lord, you have generously given us so much already
and we are thankful for all of it.
We offer some of it back to you now
but knowing that we dedicate our whole selves to you.
Take and use the money, service and time we offer
for the building of your kingdom, here and now.
Amen.

Reflective Prayer
Mysterious One,
parent, child, spirit,
three yet one,
one yet three,
how can we ever
understand you?
We come before you
humble human beings,
body, mind and spirit,
and wait for you to call us,
anxious and excited,
ready to take a risk,
unsure what you will ask,
but we come
and we want to say yes.

sampler

For women, children and men
longing to know you
and discover your love
and call on their lives
we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.

For all who have already answered the call
and who serve you faithfully
using their gifts to help others,
we thank you, O Lord.
Whenever you ask
“Whom shall I send?”
may we be ready to respond
“Here I am, Lord, send me.”
So be it.
Amen.
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Give us ears to hear,
eyes to see,
a mind to enquire,
a will to obey,
whatever you ask,
wherever you lead,
help us to say:
“Here I am, Lord, send me.”
So be it.
Amen.

who will go for us?

Reflection

Take Home Ideas

We try,
and fail,
to describe you,
God
beyond words,
and imagination.

At the start of each day, take a moment to look at yourself
in a mirror. Try to see beyond the external to the ‘you’ within,
and either inwardly or aloud say:

We try,
and fail,
to contain you,
God
beyond space
and time.
Wholly other,
and holy other.
Immense;
God
who cannot be
hemmed in.
Majestic.
Mysterious.
Supremely glorious;
God
to be worshipped
and adored.

Here am I, Father.
Here am I, Jesus.
Here am I, Holy Spirit.
And go into each day with God’s blessing.

Closing Responses
Leader:
All:

Holy, holy, holy.
Maker, Story-teller, Spirit.

Leader:
All:

Holy, holy, holy.
Today, tomorrow, forever.

Leader:
All:

Holy, holy, holy.
The earth is full of God’s glory.

Leader:
All:

Holy, holy, holy.
God is alive in us.
Amen.
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Finite creatures,
we
fall down,
fall apart,
fall
in your presence.
Infinite Creator,
you
catch us
cleanse us
call...

As seraphs
listen
in timeless eternity,
“Yes,”
we utter,
all
hushed awe.

Sending

May the God of majesty and mystery,
fill you with awe and wonder;
may the God whom even seraphs worshipped,
guide you in the ways of holiness;
may the God who asks “who will go?”,
inspire you to cry, like the prophet:
“Here am I; send me!”
And, may the God who calls,
send you to live into your calling,
and bless you on your way,
now, and forever.

Praise/Hymns
Bring many names

CH4 134

Father we adore you

ATAS 58

Glory to God

CH4 762

Holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy

MP 238
CH4 111 / MP 237

How shall I sing that majesty?

CH4 128

Loving Creator

CH4 116

Now go in peace

CH4 789

Our God is a great big God

ATAS 193

Praise with joy

Known Unknowns, WGP 62

Santo, santo, santo

CH4 769

Source and sovereign

CH4 133

We see the Lord

MP 736

pentecost 2021

15

sunday 30 may 2021

age group ideas
gathering

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down

activities

all age Singing And Dancing The Trinity age 3-5

In response to a variety of statements, ask the children to
give a thumbs up, indicating that they think they could do
or be such a thing or to give a thumbs down, indicating that
they think they could not do or be such a thing. For example,
‘say the 4 times table’, ‘help a friend’, ‘draw a camel’, ‘smile
at a neighbour’, ‘run up and down your street ten times’. Use
this as an introduction to the story of God calling Isaiah.

games

How Many Uses?

age 6-12

You will need: a collection of unique household items in a
shopping bag.
Take turns passing the bag around the group. Each person
draws out an item and tries to think of three creative uses
for the object.

You will need: room to move around.
Rules permitting have the children hold hands and walk or
dance in a circle while singing this simple song about the
Trinity set to the tune of the song Frère Jacques:
God Creator, God Creator,
God the Son, God the Son,
God the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit,
Three in One, Three in One
Rather than bog down in explaining the Trinity, invite the
children to inhabit the language we use about God. Simple
say we meet God in many ways. These are some of the
names we use to talk about God.

Water, Ice, Steam

age 6-12

You will need: tap water, ice cubes, kettle (for steam).

sampler

We encounter God in many different ways. The Church talks
about God as three in one and one in three, yet it is always
God.

Everybody In

all age

Set up a table with a cup of water, a bowl of ice and a kettle
filled with water.
Water, Ice, and steam are all the same things. We speak of
God in different ways, but it’s the same God. Our language
for God reflects our experience of God as reflected in the
bible and our lives. How does the group experience God?

You will need: room to run around.

Start with one person as ‘IT’. When someone is tagged, they
join hands and go after someone else. Play continues until
everyone is ‘in’.
The Trinity tells us that relationship is in God’s very nature.
We join together as the people of God because it is God’s
nature to bring us together as the Body of Christ.

Marshmallow Coals

all age

You will need: portable barbecue, space outside, sticks,
marshmallows.
Have some fun toasting marshmallows over the fire, noting
how it looks like they turn into pieces of dark coal as the
exterior burns: yet they still taste yummy when put in our
mouths! This can link to the strange part of the story today
about coals being placed in Isaiah’s mouth.
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who will go for us?

crafts
Hands Up

age 3-5

You will need: cardboard tube (either made from rolling
a length of thin card and securing with tape or use card
tube from inside of kitchen roll), card, scissors, felt tip
pens, sticky gems, sticky tape.
Give the children a sheet of card and ask them to draw
round their hand and cut it out. Ask the children to write
their name on one side of the hand shape using felt tip pens
and to write ‘yes’ on the other side of the hand shape. Ask
the children to decorate the rest of the hand shape using
sticky gems. Ask the children to attach the hand to the near
the top of the cardboard tube using sticky tape.
Following on from the Gathering Activity, talk about things
the children can say yes to being able to do. Talk about
Isaiah saying yes to God and how we can say yes to God in
the way we live our lives.

Temple Junk Frieze

all age

You will need: frieze paper or lining paper, chunky crayons,
collage materials (such as scraps of coloured paper,
tissue paper, cellophane, foil, wrapping paper, wool,
string), PVA glue, glue spreaders, scissors.
Lay out a length of frieze or lining paper for the children to
work on, with one length of paper for every 5/6 children.
Ask the children to draw the outline of the front of a temple,
perhaps with a sloping roof and pillars and steps up to large
doors. Ask the children to fill in the different parts of the
temple outline with collage materials. It should be possible
to add some textured effects by scrunching up pieces of
paper before gluing them on or by using wool

sampler

Burning Coals

age 6-8

You will need: fist sized pebbles, colour pebbles black and
red using either markers or acrylic paint (if using paint,
you will also need small brushes, plastic lids to squeeze
small amounts of paint onto, water and pots for water),
glitter, PVA glue, glue spreaders, scraps of card, felt tip
pens, scissors, sticky tape, paper straws, googly eyes.

Talk with the children about different churches, cathedrals
and other places of worship that they have visited. Talk
about what makes these places special. Talk about the story
and how Isaiah heard God’s call in a temple. Talk about how
we can hear God’s call in all places.

Give each child a pebble and ask them to decorate it to
resemble burning coal: the bottom half in black, top half
in red/orange/yellow. Ask the children to add glitter to the
‘flaming’ section using PVA glue and glitter. Ask the children
to make a small flag using scrap card and sticking card onto
a piece of paper straw. Ask the children to write their name
on the flag and then to attach the paper straw to the side
of the pebble using sticky tape. Ask the children to stick on
googly eyes at appropriate places.

Holy Place Canvas

age 9-12

You will need: small canvas (one per child), tissue paper
torn into small pieces, black card, scissors, pencils, PVA
glue, glue spreaders.
Give each child a canvas. Ask the children to cover the
canvas in small pieces of tissue paper, gluing the pieces on
and overlapping colours (deco patch style). Ask the children
to draw a small figure on black card and then cut it out and
stick it onto the canvas.
Discuss with the children what they think makes a place/
space special or holy. Such a place/space could be in a
building or outside in nature or built environment. Talk about
how the temple was holy to Isaiah and that’s where he heard
God’s voice calling him. Talk with the children about how we
can hear God’s call in all places. You could perhaps do a bit
of research so that you could share stories with the children
about people who have heard God’s call.

pentecost 2021
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discussion starters for teens
sacred spaces

sampler

Preparation

For the Opening Activity, gather some images of sacred
spaces from around the world, not only from your own
tradition.

Arrange some music, incense and candles for the reading of
the Word, a singing bowl or hand bell.
For the Activity/Discusssion, a collection of material and
objects that can be used to create a holy space such as
long lengths of material, candles, lighting, music, boxes,
crosses, branches, fairy lights, cushions, blankets, icons.

Opening Activity
Holy Places
As people enter invite them to look at some of the images
you have placed around the meeting space. Do not say
anything about them other than everyone is invited to look
at them and reflect on them.
Offer images of your interpretation of a ‘holy place’.
These images might include Iona Abbey, your own church
sanctuary, a woodland, mountain top, beach, a Buddhist
temple, the Ganges River, Jordan River, Jerusalem, Mecca.
When these have been looked at ask:
• What do you think might link all these places?
• What other names might we use for special holy places?
Examples are: ‘Thin’, ‘Sacred’, Trysting Place’.

The Word
If you can, light some incense or scented candles and play
some soft music. You could use a singing bowl after each
phrase, or ring a bell. Try to create a mysterious and sacred
atmosphere.
Read Isaiah 6:1-8 together.
18
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Activity/Discussion

• What makes a place holy?

Ask people to consider an example of where they encounter
God, or feel special, or there is wonder or mystery. Or maybe
it is a familiar place filled with memories or stories, a place
of prayer or especially peaceful. Invite everyone to consider
each other’s examples.
Reflect on your own sanctuary. Perhaps you have some
photographs of it available.
• What makes your own sanctuary holy?

• How much does the furniture, the architecture, the
arrangement of seats, what happens in the place, the
music that is used play a part in this sense of being a
holy place?
Consider some of the images and descriptions of holy
spaces you have already encountered today as you have
met.
• What do they offer that might help create a sense of
holiness in your own worship space?
Using the box of materials and objects, create a holy
space where you meet. Think about colours and lighting;
think about sounds and seating; think about smells and
stories and shape a space that can perhaps be left for the
congregation to explore and experience at some other time.

Living It Out
Either create a sacred space in your own room or look for
nature’s own sacred spaces, places where you feel a special
atmosphere, somewhere quiet, lonely, unique or is filled with
memories.
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