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introduction and ethos

introduction
A

t the beginning of 2009 a conversation began amongst
a couple, then a few, then a group about collaboratively
creating resources that enabled us to tell the story of
faith in a worship context and within age groups for younger
people and teens. Spill the Beans was born as the result of
that conversation and has grown and developed over the
intervening years.
The ethos has remained the same, however. It’s all about story.
For we believe story is the lifeblood of faith. In story we can tell
the truth and speak with honesty about things for which there
are not yet words. Story contains mystery and is the poetry that
forms faith. Stories grow as we grow and can reveal new truths
at different times in our lives.
So we believe giving stories to people is one of the most
important things we can do in sharing our faith. Children and
adults hold stories in their being and keep coming back to them
throughout life. Our culture is stored in story. The same is true
for our faith.

Narrative Lectionary
Over the course of 2011-2014 the Spill the Beans Resource Team
completed a full cycle through the Revised Common Lectionary.
As we neared the end of that cycle we began discussion about
what to do once we had completed that cycle. We considered
the pros and cons of remaining with the RCL for another
cycle or trying a different tack. We have decided, in a spirit
of continual experimentation, to journey with the Narrative

Lectionary which began a new four year cycle in September
2014. In this issue we embark on the fourth year of the Narrative
Lectionary cycle.
Note that a set of previous issues (1-12) which covered a cycle of
the Revised Common Lectionary is available to purchase.
The Narrative Lectionary is a relatively new four year lectionary
that focuses on story and retelling the broad sweep of the
biblical narrative in each year. We felt that this focus has a
natural resonance with the ethos of Spill the Beans. It is a little
experimental and has the feel of a new adventure.
Why have we decided to do this? To fully understand this
you need to know that Spill the Beans is a work of love.
None of the contributors are paid for their contributions,
these contributions are written and prepared with our own
congregations in mind. Instead of working in isolation, we bring
this work together, give it some spit and polish, and share it
with others. This is how we can keep the cost so low.
Many of the team were attracted to the freshness of the
different approach taken by the NL and see it as a means of
sparking new ideas and experiences for our congregations.
We pray you will also be enthused and enlivened by a new
approach within worship and in your age groups, engaging
with the great biblical narrative so that all people will let these
stories shape their own story of faith.
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spilling the beans
I
n this 24th issue of Spill the Beans you will find an extensive
collection of things to use each week. Each piece is written
with specific congregations in mind rather than some
average congregation. Thus there may be the need to be a little
creative yourselves in adapting and evolving some of the ideas
to suit your own place and culture and congregation. That is a
good thing.

Of course, if you are creative and you’d like to share what you
have done, then we have a place for that on our blog (http://
spillbeans.org.uk) and Facebook page http://www.facebook.
com/spillbeansresources. There you will find PowerPoint
backgrounds for most weeks, a live discussion of the passages
for that week and how we might be able to adapt and recreate
what has been suggested.
These are a few ideas that possibly expand upon the story
offering words, phrases, poetry and ideas that could be used
in some way in worship. We encourage you not to use these
exactly as they are but rather edit, expand and enmesh these
ideas within the culture of your own faith community.
Each week we provide a selection of words, ideas and creative
moments to take the theme and the passage a little further.
We do not provide a ready made service or perfect prayers but
ideas and pointers that hopefully scratch at your own creativity
and provoke heaven’s imagination within you.
Here are some helpful tips to guide you in your use of the
material in age groups:
1. It presumes some introduction to the story will have taken
place in worship together or will play a part in the service
when children join it later.
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2. Depending on the make-up of your own groups of children
you will need to remain flexible in how you use the material.
3. Each idea has been given a guide age range to help
your planning, but this is only a guide so use your own
judgement about what will work with your group.
4. Before the sit-down activities if you have a group of young
children or lots of boys, you may want to add a run-around
type game to expend some energy.

5. Use the gathering time exercise with the whole group to get
into the story together across the ages.
6. We encourage you to retell the story together.
7. Follow that by choosing as many or as few activities your
space and time allow. You could offer a number of activities
each at different stations all at the same time for all ages
to self-select with a teacher staffing each one, or have
traditional classes.
8. During activities, ask children to retell the story to you and
ask about their week, what was happy and what was sad
and if this week’s story reminds them of other biblical and
personal stories.
9. The intention is not to complete “the tasks” brilliantly, but
rather to provide opportunities to begin conversations,
build relationships, retell the story of the day, and talk
about what it means for us today.
10. There are many websites that provide handout-type sheets
that will have images, crosswords and wordsearches for the
story of that week. They can be helpful in an emergency, but
try to be more creative as leaders, the rewards are worth it.
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Looking Ahead

A

big thank you to all of you who responded to our email
appeal for your or your congregation’s favourite five bible
stories, and five stories they would like to hear in church.

Members of the Spill the Beans Resource Team took two
days on retreat in June to look through all these ideas, with a
particular emphasis on the stories that people felt were not
usually covered in church. From this we have devised a plan
of readings that will take us from Autumn 2018 through to the
end of the church year in November 2019. This plan has been
shaped by your ideas and we are looking forward to dipping
into stories that neither the Revised Common Lectionary nor
the Narrative Lectionary usually cover.
At the end of completing our four year cycles through the
Narrative Lectionary in 2018 we will produce a pack including
all the issues that covered the four years of the Narrative
Lectionary as we have previously made available for the
Revised Common Lectionary.
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through the season

through the season
Week By Week

Introduction

In this section you will find some ideas for scene-setting
activities and a weekly focus as you move through the season.
These ideas provide possible ways of linking all the weeks
together which can be a helpful reminder to people of the
thread of the story and the key aspects being focused on during
worship.
The theme throughout this issue is one about travel and
journeying with each week using the title “Go...” and adding its
own flavour to that journey.
We would suggest a great visual for this season would be a
large sign post at the front of the church to which you add a
new sign each week.
This could be by sticking a new card sign to a tall pole each
week, or for a more visceral impact, by hammering a new
wooden sign to a wooden pole each week at the start of the
service. Either way you could get the involvement of members
of the congregation both in the creation of each week’s sign
and in the mounting of that sign to the sign post.

Go...
10 Sept Pentecost 14
Story:
Genesis 1:1-2:4
Title/Sign: Go Create
Action:

Drape around the sign with blues and
greens, place a light source (perhaps a
lantern) and a globe.

17 Sept Pentecost 15
Story:
Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14
Title/Sign: Go Sacrifice
Action:

Create a pile of wood as if for a funeral
pyre.

24 Sept Pentecost 16
Story:
Genesis 27:1-4; 27:15-23; 28:10-17
Title/Sign: Go Bless
Action:

See the image on the front cover of this issue or on the
opposite page to get an idea of what the finished sign post
might look like.

Place some large furry clothes around the
signpost, a plate with a bread loaf and a
bow and arrow if you have these available.
Behind the sign place a ladder reaching
up.
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In addition, we have added some extra action that could be
done to dress the sign each week for that week’s particular
theme.

1 Oct

Pentecost 17
Story:
Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17
Title/Sign: Go Speak
Action:

8 Oct

Place a pile of chains upon some
sackcloth, next to it have some branches
in the shape of a bush decorated with
red and yellow tissue paper representing
flames.

Pentecost 18
Story:
Exodus 16:1-8
Title/Sign: Go Share
Action:

15 Oct

Lay out sand coloured cloth around the
sign to represent the desert and place
randomly around it some small bread
rolls.

Pentecost 19
Story:
1 Samuel 3:1-21
Title/Sign: Go Hear
Action:

22 Oct

Drape a purple cloth on which a lantern
is lit, an old fashioned hearing trumpet
would be a fun addition to talk about with
the children.

Pentecost 20
Story:
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14
Title/Sign: Go Look
Action:
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Place a crown as if discarded on crumpled
pile of purple cloth, a horn and a glass jar
of oil.

through the season

29 Oct

Pentecost 21
Story:
1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13
Title/Sign: Go (W)Holy
Action:

5 Nov

Spread around the sigh post large sheets
of paper with architectural drawings, piles
of wood.

Pentecost 22
Story:
1 Kings 19:1-18
Title/Sign: Go Reclaim
Action:

12 Nov

Place behind the sign post a large branch
as if a tree is growing there (or a potted
tree if you have one available!). In front of
the sign place some large stones on which
are placed a plate with bread and a large
glass jug filled with water.

Pentecost 23
Story:
Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15,21-24
Title/Sign: Go Seek
Action:

19 Nov
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Place a large scale set under the sign post,
as scales of justice.

Pentecost 24
Story:
Isaiah 9:1-7
Title/Sign: Go Walk
Action:

26 Nov

Drape a black and white cloth around the
sign post and between the two a large
globe. You could add paper figures as
with a human paper chain which could be
decorated by church members, passing the
paper chain along the pews.

Reign of Christ
Story:
Jeremiah 29:1,4-14
Title/Sign: Go Settle
Action:

Have an area of memories from the past,
which could include historic images of
your town/city, old family photos, and
a large hour glass with sand trickling
through it.

pentecost 2017
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sunday 10 september 2017

pentecost 14
sunday 10 september 2017

go create

bible notes
I
The Pattern Of Creation
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Genesis 1:1-2:4
(John 1:1-5)

t is perhaps interesting that the Bible starts with poetry.
The first words written there and the first words that offer
meaning for our faith and belief are poetic. Maybe that
is because when it comes to describing faith beginning with
poetry is best as it expresses what is hard to describe by
pushing the very boundaries of our understanding.

The Hebrews seemed to know that and wrote this long poem
about creation full of theology and meaning and purpose with
an ingrained truth that this is not the end: it is the beginning.
After six days, the work is not finished. These first days were
just the foundation stones. The real work of creation is
everything that happens thereafter.

There is a pattern at the heart of things. A word pattern too
that speaks of rhythm and morality: “God said ‘Let there be…’”;
“There was evening and morning…”; “God saw that it was
good”. There is a daily pattern written into the very essence
of creation which is perhaps a lesson for us all in a modern
age that forgets patterns too easily: seasonal patterns, daily
patterns, prayer patterns. It is within the pattern that we can
find the beauty of God’s creation as we make space and time
for the variety that brings different aspects to our lives rather
than focusing only on one thing. The interplay of patterns and
variety speak of God’s handiwork.
Within the poem of creation there is a moral aspect too: “God
saw it was good”. Right there before even turning a page of the
bible we see, through what has been created, and everything
that is going to happen thereafter, that creation is morally
good. God did not throw a few bits and pieces together to
shape star fields and fjords but chose and designed and loved
it into being with purpose and intent. This is the moral heart of
creation.
But what is also intriguing is that because this first passage
in the Bible is about beginnings, not endings, there is an
unknown in it too. God did not know how it would all turn out.
God has set life on the loose, and moves with creation into the
unknown, into relying on the faith of the people that will be
born through this creation. It is a beginning without an ending
and a story that embraces freedom and choice.
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Through these insights it is perhaps easier to hear the Genesis
creation poem on the lips of those who wrote it. They were
not in Jerusalem living comfortable lives but rather in exile in
Babylon. They were there for three generations during which
much of what we now have as Old Testament Scripture was
written down. Those who came back were not those who were
first taken there and even the global power that took them that
distance was no longer dominant but had themselves been
overtaken by another power: Babylon fell and the Persians
replaced them. The Hebrews were caught up in the midst of all
of this and in amongst all of that, Genesis 1 was written.
It is not ever meant to be an explanation of creation but an
answer to a question asking the faithful remnant: do you still
believe your God is powerful enough to protect you? When in
exile you can let God go or let God grow, rethinking who God
is in a strange and foreign land. This poem, written when they
had to rethink what they believed about God now that God’s
indestructible house, Jerusalem and the temple, had been
destroyed. This poem is a loud shout and faithful response to
that question with the answer: “Yes! We do!”

go create

the story
On The Seventh Day
For three voices.
Voice A:

On the seventh day God rested—phew!

Voice B:

But before that, long before that,
day one:
everything formless, everything darkness,
everything deep,
and there they were—God in community—
itching to begin.

Voice C:

And they did.
A wild wind sweeping over the waters
and light,
light that was good,
light and darkness.
They called the light ‘day’
and the darkness they called ‘night’,
evening came
then morning,
the first day.

Voice A:

Voice B:

Voice c:

And so they went on.
God in community
swirling and separating the waters,
naming the sky
and evening came again
and morning,
the second day.

Voice B:

And now it was time to create living creatures:
tiny birds
and great sea monsters,
creeping things,
crawling things,
flying things,
wild things,
creatures of beauty and wonder;
God in community
blessed all of creation
and made it fruitful.
It was good.

Voice C:

It was good.

Voice A:

It was good.

Voice B:

And evening came
and morning,
the fifth day.

Voice C:

At the last
God said,
let us make humankind in our image,
male and female we will create them,
and let them be stewards of this world
which we have created.
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Next they made land,
dry land,
dry land surrounded by water,
It was good.
They named the land ‘earth’
and the waters they called ‘seas’.
And plants grew on the earth,
plants full of seeds,
seeds that could multiply,
tiny plants,
bushes,
huge trees,
and evening came
and morning,
the third day.

So much to do,
but they knew that they needed
to get the rhythm right,
the dance of the universe,
fiery stars and the moon and the sun,
day and night,
light and darkness,
season after season after season.
They worked hard at it,
God in community,
they sang as they worked
they knew that it was good
and evening came
and morning,
the fourth day.

And so God made them and blessed them.
And God gave to every creature that breathes
the plants of the earth for food.
God in community looked around
everything was very good.
And evening came
and morning came,
the sixth day.

Voice A:

It was done.
Finished.
Living and breathing and dancing.
The heavens and the earth
the plants and the creatures.

Voice B:

And God in community blessed the seventh day
and made it holy.

Voice C:

And on the seventh day God rested.

All:

Phew!

pentecost 2017
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the story

Retelling For Young People
It Was Good, Very Good
Anna was thinking.
Yesterday at school, her teacher had read the class the story
in the bible about God creating the world. She remembered
that it had felt like a poem full of pictures. She remembered
the words: morning came, and evening came, then the first
day, the second day, right up to seven days.
She liked the bit about the sun and the moon where God had
made two lights: the greater to shine in the day and the lesser
to shine at night. Then there was the bit about God creating
creeping things—Anna had thought about creeping things—
frogs, crocodiles, babies, lizards, caterpillars, people trying to
move quietly, and there was a bird called a tree-creeper, but
she had never seen one.
And God had looked at the world each night and said: “It is
good.” And on the sixth night God had said: “It is very good.”
Anna knew how that felt. It was how she felt when she had
done something of which she was really proud.
Anna’s teacher had given the class two questions to think
about:

• If you were creating a world, what would your world look
like?
• What kind of creatures would you create to live there?
Anna thought about a television programme that she had
always liked. It was called The Clangers. The Clangers were
a family who lived on a small planet and made all sorts of
things. They liked music and made up tunes. And they had
a dragon on their planet who made soup. The dragon spoke
a different language to the Clangers but they all seemed to
understand each other. They usually got on well with the other
creatures who lived on their planet, but sometimes they upset
each other, but they usually found ways to be friends again.
She would have to find the DVD and watch it again. It might
give her some ideas to talk about in class on Monday.
You could watch an episode of The Clangers (sadly not
available for Region1/USA) or find an alternative story/film,
look at classical pictures about creation, or listen to some of
the tracks from Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saens
or The Planets Suite by Gustav Holst.
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worship ideas
Through the Season

Call to Worship

Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be
used to help create a linking theme through the season.

We come in awe of
the sculptor,
the architect,
the artist,
the designer,
the potter,
the Lord, our God.

Add a sign saying “Create” to the sign post and drape around
the sign with blues and greens, place a light source (perhaps a
lantern) and a globe.

Gathering Activity
As you prepare for worship this morning, turn to Genesis 1, be it
with your own Bible, a Pew Bible or even looking it up on your
phone (try www.biblegateway.com for various translations).
Read through the text and visualise the unfolding of Creation.
Imagine the colours, the beauty, the sights, the smells, the
sounds... As the canvas takes shape, remind yourself of the
words from Genesis 1:31 (The Message): “God looked over
everything he had made; it was so good, so very good!”

Let us worship the Creator of Heaven and Earth.

Prayer of Dedication
Generous one,
receive our gifts of money;
may they be used for the benefit
of all creation,
in helping your kingdom to come,
here and now.
This money is only part of all that we offer you,
receive too our commitment to serve you
here in the parish as well as further afield.
Lord, accept all that we offer today and always.
Amen.
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go create

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

All-Age Prayer

Creator God,
creativity begins with you,
you who are revealed in time and space.

What did you do, God, before the universe began,
were you lonely, were you sad, were you feeling unloved?

Star maker,
your word has the power to create,
in whispers and shouts
the universe continues to takes shape.
Architect,
you drew the lines and arches,
you measured the dimensions needed,
to make a world that could sustain life.
Master chef,
you made the ingredients to sustain life,
in plants and animals,
food for all.
Artist,
your flair for original designs
painted a canvas filled
with colour, depth and diversity.
Incarnate one,
you put flesh and blood onto
bones and marrow,
you breathed life into humanity.

We are glad that whatever you did,
you decided to get creative and made us
and everything else too.
We love our world and the galaxies beyond,
we like all the different stuff you made for us to enjoy.
We wonder if the big bang was noisy—
did it give you a fright?
We wonder why you made wasps and scorpions
and spiders?
We wonder how giraffes support their necks,
and hippo’s swim so well despite their size?
We wonder at the wind that blows our hair around,
and rain that splashes into huge puddles for us to play in.
We love that you gave us so much to see and do,
so much to explore and learn about.
We are sorry that we have neglected parts of creation,
that our greed has caused others to go without.
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When you stopped to pause
you were delighted with it all,
you were content and filled with love
for every tiny atom and nucleus
that resides in all that you had created.
Compassionate one,
you gave us senses to enjoy it all too,
you wanted us to look after it,
to share in your joy of it.

We are sorry that we do not always take care of stuff,
and that we forget that it is fragile and once broken
might not be able to be repaired.
We ask you to help us to take better care of the world,
to look out for each other and to be careful how
we use all the stuff we have.
You started it all so long ago and
it will go on for a long time to come,
may we learn to be better care takers
and leave it as we would like others to find it.
Amen.

Forgive us creator,
for failing to enjoy all that you have made,
for failing to look after it and nurture it
as we should.
Help us, O God,
to turn from our mistakes,
to respond to the needs of our fragile world,
its climate and its lifeforms.
Help us to be co-creators with you,
working for the good of the universe,
for the benefit of all life in our world.
Amen.

pentecost 2017
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worship ideas
Reflection

Prayers for Others and Ourselves

Go create....
Be creative...

Creative Spirit,
sweep through the world today,
bring your healing and restorative powers
to all the places where there is suffering,
injustice, violence or hate.

The wonders of creation surround us.
Every detail worked out.
The tiniest of details
worked through.
The purpose set out
and implemented.
How could we possibly match
the creativity of God?
And yet he gave us the gifts of imagination,
the power of thought,
insight, skills, talents.
All to be used not wasted.
Go create...
Be creative...
Can we create a fair and just society?
Can we create loving, caring communities?
Can we create a better world?
Yes, why yes we can.
And we start today—here in this place.

Light and dark are needed today:
light to shine on those
who seek to hide their lies from us
and use their positions to cause harm to others.
Darkness is needed too,
in darkness new life can begin to grow,
healing and reconciliation can take place.
Land and water are sometimes no longer free,
they can be used by corporations
to gain power and wealth,
they are sometimes forcefully taken from the many
and abused by the few.
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Day one of a new creation.
Day one as God’s apprentices.
Day one as God’s hands.
Go create...
Be creative...

From chaos you brought calm,
we desire that calm
for all who today sense
they have lost the power to control their lives,
or who have had that power taken from them
and who struggle to go on.

Plants and animals struggle to survive,
as humanity continues to grow
and in so doing destroys great forests
and homes of animals.
Men and women cry out in their millions,
too many facing insecurity,
too many forced to flee their homes
due to violence or threats of violence.
Lord, we are failing in the task you gave us,
we are watching as the climate changes,
as the few make decisions for the many,
as lines are drawn for ownership.
Lord, we are but caretakers here,
we have forgotten this at our peril
and we pray that you would help us
to turn around and see our mistakes
and too find solutions that bring healing
and reconciliation to our planet,
to mitigate the harm we have already done.
Lord, help us and give us strength
to make the hard choices
to sacrifice our wants and desires
for the greater good.
Amen.
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Video

Praise/Hymns

Rob Lacey reads Genesis 1 from The Word on the Street using
contemporary language with accompanying imagery. Two
versions are available on YouTube:

All things bright and beautiful

• https://youtu.be/-b_7YEOfoyw
• https://youtu.be/Ap6C3DEOm3Y

Take Home Ideas
Re-read today’s scripture when you get home. Find a word that
stands out for you in the story. Why is it important? How might
you apply it to your life, your work, your family?
Thank God for the word in all creation: the lovely things and the
ugly things; the sweetness and the sour; the dark and the light.

Sending
Holy God
we came to worship
and hear your word.
Send us out now,
to live that word,
and share your light,
today and always.

CH4 137 / MP 23

All you works of God

CH4 151

A small thing like a hazelnut

CH4 142

For the beauty of the earth

CH4 181 / MP 152

God gave me eyes so I could see
God knows everything

CH4 164
Down to Earth, Fischy Music

God who made the earth

JP 63

He’s got the whole world in his hands

JP 78 / MP 225

I have seen the golden sunshine

JP 99

I love the sun

CH4 144

Let everything that has breath

MP 1001

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
Over all the earth you reign on high

CH4 154 / MP 506
MP 1101

Praise to the Lord

CH4 124 / MP 564

Sing to God new songs of worship

CH4 173 / MP 600

sampler
Stand up, clap hands

Think of a world without any flowers
This is the day

JP 225
CH4 155
CH4 194 / MP 691

Who paints the skies

MP 1128

Who put the colours in the rainbow

CH4 143

pentecost 2017
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age group ideas
gathering
Across The World

You will need: a globe or map of the world.

all age Day 4: Sun, Moon And Stars

You will need: images of sun, moon and stars (Milky Way galaxy).

Talk about how many countries the children can name; where
you would find certain animals; how much of the world is sea
and land; where the cold places are and where they would find
the hot places, and so on.
Use this is a way into the story of Creation.

activities/games
A Day, A Week

age 6-12

You will need: copies of activity sheet (see page 102), pencils.
Answers are: 1) 60; 2) 60; 3) 24; 4) 86,400; 5) 1,440; 6) 168; 7) 744;
8) 672 and 696; 9) 744; 10) 12; 11) 8,760.

Day 1: Light And Dark

all age

all age

Talk about the sun giving us heat and light, moon giving us light
at night and controlling our tides and so on. Talk about going to
the moon. Can the children name some sweets that are named
from space? (Milky Way, Mars bar, Planets, Galaxy, Space Dust,
Flying Saucers, Haribo Starmix, and others. Alternatively, you
could show these different sweets first; ask what they have in
common and then try them later.

Day 5: Fish And Birds

all age

You will need: water, containers, different objects that float
or sink, polystyrene cup (with hole!), images of fish and sea
creatures, newspapers, scissors, images of local birds.
You could have lots of fun and games with water trying to guess
what floats and what does not. Try filling one container with
water from another using a cup with a hole in the bottom.
Study pictures of fishes in an aquarium, sea monsters, octopus,
biggest fish, coral etc.

sampler

You will need: a torch/flashlight for each child, ability to darken
room, coloured tissue paper or cellophane.

Let the children shine their torches in the darkened room.
Each child could light theirs up one at a time and see the
room starting to appear brighter and brighter. After this switch
them off and ask the children to put them all on at the same
time. Using coloured tissue paper or cellophane let the children
shine their torches through the paper for a different affect. Give
each child a different colour. For a bit of fun ask the children to
spell a word out using their torch against a wall and see if the
children can make it out. Another example of light being bright
is to get the children to shine their torches all in the same place
at the same time. Talk about our light from the sun and moon.

Day 2: Sky And Water

all age

You will need: windmill toy, water in bowl, straw.
Talk about what we see in the sky and what we cannot
(wind). You can use a windmill toy for the effect of unseen wind
and wind on the water causing waves. Why not put water in a
bowl and then get the children to blow on the water through a
straw. What colours are our waters (rivers, seas) and why? What
colours are the sky and why? For older children talk of pollution
in water, storm clouds, and so on.

Day 3: Earth And Plants

all age

You will need: different types of soil, sand (wet and dry), samples
of different leaves, selection of fruit.
If you get your hands on different types of soil this would be
good for the children to feel the difference and talk about
what the differences are. Sand could be used for the younger
children, dry and wet. There are numerous types of plants
living in our areas with lots of leaves. Pick a selection of leaves
and ask the children to describe them. Talk about the veins in
the leaves carrying water and nutrients from the roots to the
leaves. Additionally show some fruit grown from soil and let the
children taste it.
12
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Cut our fish shapes from paper and then have a fish race using
folded newspapers as fans to move them.
Fish have scales and birds have feathers. For the birds you
could have a feather race where the children keep the feather
in the air by blowing on it.
Play noughts and crosses only use fish and birds instead.
Have images of the birds indigenous to your area and talk
about their needs, the noises they make. You could make a
birds nest using melted chocolate and cornflakes.

Day 6: Animals And People

all age

You will need: windmill toy, water in bowl, straw.
For younger children sing ‘The farmer wants a wife’, talk about
animals that are pets, farm animals and wild animals and which
country they come from.
Think about different names, such as where do animals live
(hive, den, lair, kennel); what are baby animals called (kid, pup,
calf, etc.); what is the collective name for animals (for example,
a pride of lions). Do the children have favourite animals? For
people you could create a ‘Find Me Sheet’ with options like who
has green eyes, curly hair, who is the tallest, the youngest, birth
marks, dimples, freckles, a scar and such like!
“God gave us eyes to see”: play Blind Man’s Bluff or Kim’s Game
ask the children to look at something for 20 seconds and then
take it away and ask questions. “Ears to hear”: play Chinese
Whispers or a game of Identify the Sound. “Feet to run”: hold
a race and then a three legged race. “Hands to work”: make a
craft.

Day 7: Rest

all age

Have a minute’s silence or play a music game like musical
statues to see how long the children can remain still.

go create

crafts
Seven Days

age 3-8 Mini Creations

You will need: the numerals 1 to 7 cut out of large sheets of card,
coloured pencils, felt tip pens, cotton wool, brown and green felt,
stick on stars, animal stickers, aluminium foil, blue cellophane,
coloured paper, fabric flower petals, bubble wrap and dark and
light blue paint, blue paint, black paint, paper plate and any
other collage materials you could associate with creation, PVA
glue, glue spreader, scissors.
Talk with the children about the creation story and its sequence
over the seven days. As you lay out each numeral, help the
children to identify what was created each day.
If you have many children, sort the children into seven groups.
Give each group one of the numerals and ask them to decorate
the numeral with what or who was created that day. Otherwise
do this all together.
1 Day and Night—divide the numeral into two sections and
decorate one half black and one half yellow.
2 Sky and Water—colour or paint the numeral blue and then
glue cotton wool clouds to it to represent sky and water.

age 9-12

You will need: white card cut in rectangles 28 cm by 14 cm one
per child, clear cellophane cut into 14 cm by 14 cm squares, a
circle template (10 cm diameter), PVA glue, glue spreader, shiny
star confetti, black felt pens or alternately black paper, pencils,
erasers, scissors.
Give each child a rectangle of card and ask them to fold it in
half and crease along the fold to create a square card shape.
Ask them to now open out their card shape and lay it flat
before them. They should now place the circle template in the
centre of the left hand side of the card – ensuring it has an
even border all around. Ask them to draw round the template
and carefully cut out the circle. Now turning to the right hand
side of the card they should now either colour it in black using
the felt pens or alternately glue a square of black paper 14cm
by 14cm to this half of the inside of the card. Now give the
children a square of cellophane and ask them to go back to the
left hand side of their card. Ask them to glue carefully around
their border on the inside of the card and glue the square in
place over the cut out circle. This creates a see-through card.
Now ask them to glue along the bottom and sides of their card
leaving the top open at present and secure them in place.
Leave aside for a few minutes to allow the glue to dry a little
then give each child some of the star confetti and ask them
to place it into their card and then to glue up the opening at
the top. They should now have a card where the stars can be
shaken around the night sky.

sampler

3 Earth and Plants—glue some brown felt to part of the
numeral as earth, colour the remainder blue to represent
the sky, then ask the children to cut out green plants from
the green felt and trees using both brown and green felt
and then glue these with the fabric flower petals onto the
brown felt ‘earth’.

4 Sun, Moon and Stars—colour or paint the numeral black,
then ask one of the children to cut out a moon shape from
the coloured paper, one to draw and cut out a sun shape
and then to stick these on, then all the children can add
the stick on stars

5 Fish and Birds—ask the children to cut fish shapes out of
the aluminium foil or the blue cellophane and to draw
wonderful birds of their own creation on the coloured
paper and cut these out. Paint the numeral blue using the
light blue paint, then putting some of the dark blue paint
on a paper plate ask the children to dip some bubble wrap
into it and print this on to the lower half of the numeral to
represent the sea and air bubbles. Ask them to now glue
their fish and birds to the numeral.
6 Animals and People—ask the children to colour the
numeral green or brown on the lower half to represent the
land, and blue on the upper part to represent the sky. Ask
the children to draw a person on the coloured paper and
then cut out the person, repeat with an animal or give them
some animal stickers and ask them to glue these to the
numeral
7 Rest—ask the children to draw lots of ‘Z’ shapes onto the
numeral to represent resting.
Talk about all the wonderful things which God created and
refresh the order they were created in with the children.
Discuss what their favourite part of creation is and why they
like it best.

Note: Instead of stars the background could be coloured blue
and fish put in or green and flowers or animals put into the
card.
Talk with the children about the creation story and its sequence
over the seven days. Discuss their favourite part of creation and
why it is their favourite and how they would feel if that part of
creation were to disappear. Talk about looking after creation
and discuss the ways they think they could look after the world
today to ensure their favourite parts are still there in the future.

Pipe Cleaner Creations

all age

You will need: pipe cleaners in a variety of sizes and colours,
googly eyes in a variety of sizes, PVA glue and glue spreaders.
Give the children their choice from the pipe cleaner colours and
sizes and simply ask them to create an insect, animal, fish or
bird using them. Give them their choice of googly eyes too.
Talk with the children about their creations. Discuss why they
decided to make their creation look that particular way and if
it was difficult to create and ask them to describe what their
creation can or cannot do. Talk about the story and about all
the wonderful things God created. Talk about how he must have
taken great care over creating all these wonderful things and
discuss with them how we today can take care of all the things
God created.

pentecost 2017
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discussion starters for teens
in the beginning...

Preparation

sampler

You will need pens, paper and perhaps drawing materials. It
would be good if you could read from The Message or Rob
Lacey’s ‘Word on the Street’ paraphrases of the Bible.

Opening Activity
Count Up
Stand in a circle facing outward or turn away from each other
so you have no visual cues from each other.
If you have a larger group, count to the number of people in
the group. Everyone has to say one of the numbers out loud. If
two people say the same number over each other then start
again. No planning and no going round the circle in order.
If you have a smaller group then count up to twice or three
times the number in your group with everyone allowed to say 2
or 3 of the numbers. Same rules apply!

The Word
Read Genesis 1:1-2:4 aloud and with gusto! Using The Message
or Rob Lacey’s ‘Word on the Street’ paraphrases could be
helpful. It is a poem, a piece of dramatic writing so try to bring
it alive.

Activity/Discussion
• What is a poem?

• What can a poem do for us?

Using language, a poem can help us to understand something
complex or to help us to enter into an event by painting a
picture with words.
• What do we make of this poem about creation?
• How do you make sense of it?
• How can it sit well with your understanding of how the
world has evolved and changed?
• Are there ways in which it contradicts what you think?
• How long is a day?
Remember, there are two kinds of time in the Bible. Our time
of seconds, minutes, hours and days called chronos, and God’s
time which is immeasurable, called kronos.
• Which time to you think the writers are using?
Have a go at writing your own poem about creation. Or draw it.
Or write a story about it.

Living It Out
Albert Einstein said: “There are only two ways to live your life.
One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though
everything is a miracle.”
Look closely at the world around you: see the miracle in
everything.
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