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20 January 2013 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 

Intimation from Sunday 20 January 2013 
 

Two weeks ago I was asked by the Nominating Committee of Ferryhill Parish Church in Aberdeen to 
be their Sole Nominee. I have accepted that invitation and will be preaching on Sunday 10 
February. After that service, the congregation will vote on whether they will accept me as their 
minister.  
 
I am telling you today, rather than last week, because I wanted to wait until I could speak to Andy 
Williamson, our Session Clerk and the Kirk Session together. The Nominating Committee in 
Aberdeen have not told the Ferryhill congregation of their invitation either during this time, though 
it will have been announced at this morning’s service. Carolyn and I were only able to tell our 
children this weekend. 
 
This has not been an easy decision for me, or for us as a family. We have been very happy here over 
almost twelve years of ministry with you. We have seen many changes over that time, both within 
the town here, and also within St Andrew’s. My sense of call to serve you as your minister has been 
strong throughout. 
 
There are further changes that will take place within the community and in the church in the future, 
however. It has become clear to me over the past months that it would not be in the best interests 
of the church community here in Blantyre in the long term for me to stay as minister. It has taken 
us some time and much prayer to realise this, and I want to emphasise that at no time have we felt 
any pressure from anyone else to consider leaving. 
 
Twelve years ago, I was called as minister of St Andrew’s. Your future holds a different, exciting and 
challenging ministry. This new ministry will need all of you to actively support, encourage and 
enable it. However it is not the ministry to which I was called and have been serving over the past 
years.  
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At the end of last year I understood that it was right to think about my time of calling to St 
Andrew’s as coming to a close. If we decided to stay it would certainly be easier for our family, but 
it would not be the right thing to do for the church. The time is right for a new ministry for you. Our 
decision to move will allow that to happen and will be beneficial for all parties that will be affected 
by my leaving.  
 
Once Carolyn and I had come to this realisation, it made sense for me to consider the possibility of 
a call to another congregation. At this same time two Nominating Committees approached me to 
consider their vacancies, one of which was Ferryhill Parish Church. This happened much more 
quickly than we had anticipated it might. 
 
I will be preaching at Ferryhill Parish Church on 10 February. If the outcome of the vote is positive 
we would not be moving immediately, however, as Carolyn still needs to finish her probationary 
year in teaching in Motherwell which ends at the start of the summer holiday. I will be your 
minister for a number of months yet, but I wanted to let you know today, at the earliest 
opportunity, what the situation is. I will, of course, let you know what happens on 10 February. 
 
Every blessing be with you. 
 
Yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev Peter Johnston 
Minister 
 

 


