
hear the deep, thunderous cracking 
sounds emanating from the glacier, 
with tumbling falls of ice as it calved 
icebergs into the bay. It is an amazing 
experience to witness the power of 
the glaciers which are still shaping 
Alaska, when all we have here in the 
Cairngorms is the remnant of such 
activity in the distant past.

When asked about the affect of 
climate change on the glaciers, the 
tour guide, who was a geologist, 
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Minister’s Message

This past 
summer, 

the family and 
I managed to 
get away for an 
extended holiday, 
the first since 2019, 
and the first time 
since 2008 that we all had visited 
our family in Alaska. The memories 
of previous trips had not become 
exaggerated in the remembrance, 
Alaska is still a part of the world 
that provides a sense of awe as you 
explore it.

As part of the trip we visited both a 
sea glacier by boat and walked upon 
the Matanuska Glacier with a guide 
to keep us safe from ravines. The sea 
glacier is pictured to the right. This is 
the Aialik Glacier and what you see in 
the image is the river of ice coming 
down to meet the water of Aialik Bay 
in the Kenai Fjords region. That wall 
of ice is a mile wide. The boat took 
us up close to where we could see 
seals lying on the sheets of ice and 

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

told us it is a complex balance. The 
warmer weather causes glacial 
retreat with increased melt of the 
glacier, but it also means more 
precipitation on the mountains 
where the snowfall feeds the glaciers. 
That snow becomes ice and begins 
its long journey back to the sea, 
flowing 30 cm a day. The ice that we 
walked on would have fallen as snow 
some 80 to 90 years ago. 

While we were in Alaska we were 
reading the stories of heatwaves 
back home, and I could not help 
reflect on the complexity of the 
system which we are manipulating 
with little heed to the consequences. 
The current energy crisis is clearly 
driving short-term thinking 
(inadequately). What will be the 
longer-term consequences of the 
political vacuum in sensible and 
pragmatic ideas to protect the 
amazing and beautiful world which 
gives us life and home?

 



Living Well Café 

The Living Well Café returned to 
Ferryhill Parish Church in August 

and will be open on Thursday 1 
September from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and 
fortnightly thereafter. 

The Living Well Café provides a 
welcoming, safe and supportive 
place for people living with dementia 
and/or memory problems and their 
caregivers. It is open to anyone and 
you are welcome to come on your own 
or with a caregiver. 

At the café information is provided 
about organisations which may be 
able to provide a service or help in 
practical ways. Each week, there is a 
range of activities such as reminiscing, 
puzzles and games and the afternoon 
usually ends with a sing-along. 
Sometimes there is entertainment or 
an organisation giving a presentation 
to provide helpful information. Of 
course, there is always a ‘fly cup’ with a 
‘fine piece’.

There is no set charge for the café 
but donations are welcome to cover 
the costs of the refreshment and 
entertainment.

For further details, please contact 
either Jeanette (07512 141818) or 
Linda (07927 541029).

Outdoor Joint Service 

An outdoor service is being planned 
for Sunday 11 September 2022 at 

2 p.m. as a joint service with invitations 
to all the congregations in the new 
Parish Grouping which will include 
ourselves, South Holburn, St Mark’s 
and the West End congregations. 

Please check church websites for 
more information on the location and 
finalised details.

Compassion UK 
We were delighted to welcome Adrian 
Turk, Senior Partnership Manager of 
Compassion UK to our morning service 
on 7 August. Adrian spoke movingly of 
his work with this Christian children’s 
charity, which aims to fight child 
poverty around the world in a highly 
focused and personal way.

Sponsors are connected to an 
individual child and can play a vital 
role in supporting that child, their 
family and communities through their 
financial contributions as well as their 
letters and prayers. Today, Compassion 
partners with more than 8,000 
churches in 25 countries to deliver 
their child development programme 
to more than 2 million infants, children 
and youths. They focus on caring for 
children who are most vulnerable to 
the devastating effects of poverty, 
supporting them in every area of their 
lives and tackling the root causes of 
poverty which hold them back.

As a sponsor, you would receive 
regular updates from Compassion 
about your sponsored child as well as 
letters from them. You are encouraged 
to send letters, cards and photos 
to your sponsored child in order to 
develop a relationship with them. 
Adrian spoke about the joy children 
experience when they receive a letter 
from their sponsor. He also showed 
a lovely video of two UK sponsors 
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who were able to go and meet their 
sponsored child.

If you would like to find out more, 
visit the Compassion UK website, use 
the QR code below, or call the church 
office on 01224 213093 where we 
have details of some children living in 
Burkina Faso who can be sponsored.

Quiz Night

The long-awaited quiz night will 
now take place on Friday 16 

September in the Large Hall. Please 
arrive from 7 p.m. onwards for a 7:30 
start and bring your own bottle, if you 
wish, although light refreshments will 
be included in your £6 ticket price. 
You may wish to organise yourselves 
into teams of four but don’t worry if 
you don’t have a team as that can be 
sorted out on the night. 

Tickets are available in the Coffee 
Shop or after the Sunday services. All 
proceeds from the quiz and the raffle 
will be added to the Congregational 
Development Fund.

This fun evening is suitable for all age 
groups from kids to grandparents, so 
be sure to get your tickets and start 
swatting now.
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September Services
NOTE THAT ALL SERVICES IN THE 
CHURCH ARE ALSO STREAMED 
ONLINE ON BOTH OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL AND FACEBOOK PAGE  

Sunday 4 September 2022
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Eyes Wide Open” 
 including the Sacrament 
 of Holy Communion

Wednesday 7 September
11:00 Worship at the Cowdray  
 Club Care Home (meet at  
 the Coffee Shop before 11 if  
 you would like to attend)

Sunday 11 September
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Lost and Found”
14:00 Joint Outdoors Service 
 check website for details

Sunday 18 September
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Children of Light”

Sunday 25 September
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Lazarus and Dives”

  

Diary
Hall Ventilation Upgrades

Finally, after having to report in our 
last issue of Parish News of a delay 

to commissioning the system, now the 
new ventilation system in the Large 
Hall is commissioned and the hall is 
back in full use. 

We are grateful for the work of those 
who pursued this project and for the 
financial support that made it possible. 

During the Summer Holiday Club 
when the hall was filled with children it 
was a big positive change to have fresh 
air circulating.

Instant Neighbour 

Instant Neighbour is a registered 
charity which has been supporting 

people on low incomes in Aberdeen 
City and Shire for the last 35 years.   

As well as access to low-cost furniture, 
clothing and homeware, they operate 
a food bank and are finding that 
the number of people who need 
emergency food parcels is growing 
all the time. With the cost-of-living 
crisis that we are facing in the UK, 
this situation can only get worse 
and Aberdeen is no different from 
any other UK city in that respect. The 
food bank depends on donations of 
non-perishable food from firms and 
organisations as well as members of 
the public.

People find themselves in emergency 
situations for a number of reasons: 
difficulties with the benefit system, 
debt, job loss, illness, unexpected 
expenses can mean that families 
struggle to buy food. Each person who 
comes to the food bank is met by an 
advisor who can assess their situation, 
offer practical help and also signpost 
them to other agencies who may be 
able to provide a service they need. 

At Ferryhill Parish Church we have an 
Instant Neighbour supermarket trolley 
for food donations which you can 
access when the Coffee Shop is open 

on Wednesday and Saturday morning 
or on Sunday mornings.

If you prefer to make a donation 
of money, please check the Instant 
Neighbour website for details of how 
to do this. You will also find a list of the 
types of food they would like on the 
website.

www.instantneighbour.co.uk

Presbytery & 
Congregational Unions 

Work is progressing both regionally 
and locally as we work towards 

agreement and implementation of 
reforms within the Church of Scotland.

The new Presbytery of the North East 
and the Northern Isles will be formed 
on 1 January 2023 and, while this 
may not be so obvious to those of 
us in individual congregations, it is 
important for our regional governance 
that this is done well. At the moment a 
new Presbytery Clerk is being sought 
to take on that important role. 

The local discussions between South 
Holburn, St Mark’s and Ferryhill are 
also ongoing as we work towards a 
union. The joint summer services were 
a great step towards that end as we 
get to know each other better, so look 
out for further opportunities.

The Kirk Session sent its response to 
the draft Presbytery Mission Plan for 
the end of July, agreeing with the 
direction proposed, and the whole 
plan will be debated with approval 
sought at the Presbytery meeting on 
Saturday 24 September 2022.

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD
Church Office 
Administrator: Julie Mackie  
Mon, Wed & Thur, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Thur & Fri 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 414747
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

http://www.instantneighbour.co.uk
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Doors Open Day is the city’s 
celebration of its architecture 

when many well known buildings 
in Aberdeen open their doors to the 
public. 

On Saturday 10 September, Ferryhill 
Parish Church will be open to visitors 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn about the history 
of this classic Victorian Scottish church. 
Built in 1874 from local granite at the 
top of a hill with a massive spire, it is a 
well-known local landmark. There are 
some superb stained glass windows 
to be seen including WW1 memorial 
and Nativity windows as well as the 
beautiful Piper Alpha Window, created 
by local artist Jane Bayliss as a lasting 

Doors Open Day 2022

THE ADVENTURE CRUISE SETS SAIL
It had been a long three years since 

our last Summer Club in 2019... and 
we returned in August with “The 
Adventure Cruise” for Primary 2-7s with 
a week of adventure on the high ‘C’s 
with Captain Pete, Sailor Fiona and all 
the crew aboard HMS Adventure.

Through story, song, activities, games, 
and drama the children thought 
about the ‘C’s of Choice, Courage, Call, 
Change, Commitment, and Challenge. 
All the while fending off pirates intent 
on stealing whatever was precious 
on board and finding bottles with 
messages floating past the ship!

A massive thank you to all the 
volunteer helpers who gave up their 
time during the week and in the 
weeks before in the planning. From 
craft ideas to rehearsing dramas and 
puppets to costumes and 
set dressing, and a myriad 
things in between, there 
is a lot to do, but it always 
comes together under the 
coordination of Fiona Firth.

It was a particular delight 
to have helpers from other 
congregations this year 

memorial to the 169 people who 
perished in the world’s worst oil rig 
disaster on 6th July 1988. This window 
was featured in an art exhibition on 
the impact of the petrol age held in 
Wolfsburg, Germany in 2021-22

The Memorial Chapel houses the 
official 51st Highland Signals Memorial 
to the fallen of WW1 and WW2. In WW1 
alone, 94 church members lost their 
lives and their names are listed here.

A new feature in the foyer is the 
COVID artwork. Led by two Ferryhill 
church members, three beautiful 
wall hangings were created from the 
knitted squares which adorned the 
trees outside the church and in Duthie 
Park during the Covid lockdown. 

Visitors can: 
• have a guided tour with a volunteer 

with time to ask questions;
• walk around themselves;
• take one of the information paddles 

with them to read;
• use an audio tour with a personal 

MP3 player.

The tour is on the ground floor with 
no steps. There are toilet facilities, 
including an accessible toilet. There is 
free on street parking on a Saturday. 
The Coffee Shop is open from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12 noon for teas/coffees, breakfast 
rolls and snacks.

There is no need to book. The last 
Guided Tour starts at 3:45 p.m.

and we thank them for their 
participation.

It was a pleasure to share 
time with the children and 
we look forward to whatever 
may be in store next year...

Note there are more pictures 
on the back cover of this 
issue.
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October Services
NOTE THAT ALL SERVICES ARE 
ALSO STREAMED ONLINE ON 
BOTH OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
AND FACEBOOK PAGE

Sunday 2 October 2022

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Increase Our Faith!” 
 includes the Sacrament 
 of Holy Communion

Wednesday 5 October
11:00 Worship at the Cowdray  
 Club Care Home (meet at  
 the Coffee Shop before 11 if  
 you would like to attend)

Sunday 9 October 
Harvest Thanksgiving

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Responding To Jesus”

Sunday 16 October

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Do Not Lose Heart”

Sunday 23 October 
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 “What Is Humility?”

Sunday 30 October
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 “Zach’s Zeal”

 

Diary

For the past few years we have had 
a special appeal for food tins and 

bottles in the traditional time for 
Harvest Thanksgiving. This has been a 
great support to the Instant Neighbour 
Foodbank (see page 3) and in this 
current time of crisis in the country 
over cost of living something which is 
ever more pressing.

Last year between Ferryhill, South 
Holburn and Ruthrieston West 
churches we managed to collect 
over 2,000 tins/bottles in the Harvest 
Appeal. We will try to do the same 
again this year. Please, if you can afford 
to do so, consider purchasing some 
extra tins or bottles of foods to donate.

At Ferryhill you can drop these off 
at the church to add to the trolleys 
whenever the Coffee Shop is open, 
on a Sunday morning or when the 
Church Office is open. This additional 
appeal we will be running through 
all of September up until the Harvest 
Thanksgiving service which will take 
place on Sunday 9 October 2022.

Harvest Food Tin 
Appeal 2022

Cost of Living Crisis
The Church of Scotland joined 

56 other faith groups, charities 
and politicians calling for the UK 
Government to take urgent action to 
bridge the cost of living gap which is 
plunging people further into poverty.

This came after the publication of a 
report by Professor Donald Hirsch who 
said the current flat-rate payments will 
fall at least £1,600 short of making up 
for recent changes to living costs and 
benefits faced by a couple with two 
children.  

Rev Karen Hendy, acting convener 
of the Faith Impact Forum, said: “The 
Church’s theological tradition is to 
speak truth to power and is committed 

to speaking up for the most vulnerable 
people in society. Individuals and 
families on the lowest incomes are 
facing the most serious cost of living 
crisis in decades and churches are 
on the frontline of offering essential, 
lifeline support to them. 

“The UK Government has a moral duty 
to take long-lasting and meaningful 
action to ensure that this crisis doesn’t 
deepen and doesn’t happen again.”

Note that the Church of Scotland is an 
associate member of the Joint Public 
Issues Team, an ecumenical partnership 
focused on campaigning for justice and 
peace.
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Community News

Girl Guiding

Ferryhill’s Girl Guides unit are 
delighted to be meeting back in the 

church, after a long COVID-enforced 
absence. The church is home to 
Rainbows (4-7 years), Brownies (7-10 
years) and Guides (10-14 years). If you 
are interested in getting your daughter 
involved in the fun, you should 
complete an enquiry form on the 
Girlguiding website (www.girlguiding.
org.uk and click on ‘Information for 
Parents’). One of the unit leaders will 
get in touch to explain the next steps. 
The units are always ready to welcome 
new adult volunteers too. If you would 
be interested in anything from being 
an occasional helper to undertaking 
your leadership qualification, then get 
in touch; same website, just click on 
‘Get Involved’.  

Pilates

A Pilates group meets regularly on 
Monday mornings in Ferryhill 

Parish Church with a Beginners 
group from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and an 
Improvers group from 11:45 to 12:45. 

Please phone Caroline on 07455 
577543 or email caroline@
pilatestogether.co.uk. 

Indoor Bowling

Indoor Bowling takes place in the 
Large Hall on Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m. 

beginning from 5 October. It is suitable 
for all ages and abilities with the 
emphasis being on a fun afternoon.

Email agnes.macdonald@hotmail.co.uk 
for further information.

Phoenix Youth Theatre

Phoenix Youth 
Theatre is a 

well-established 
performing arts 
school, with 
drama classes 
for children 
aged 6-18. 
Their aim is to 
build confidence and develop skills 
in an environment where all children 
can thrive and have a thoroughly 
enjoyable time. They work towards at 
least one major production before the 
summer break. Classes resume on 13 
September at Ferryhill Kirk.

Tuesday 4 to 6 p.m. and Saturday 9:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Small Hall. 

Phone 01224 863946 or email info@
phoenixaberdeen.co.uk 

phoenixaberdeen.co.uk

Zumba

Zumba is lively, fun, Latin American 
style dance class which provides 

excellent exercise for all age groups. 
Zumba Gold is particularly suited to 
seniors and is a low impact form of 
Zumba.

Wednesday Zumba Gold 10 to 11 a.m. 
and Zumba 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

Thursday Zumba from 6 to 7 p.m.

Meeting in the Small Hall at the Kirk. 

Contact Mailen on 07946 287114.

Badminton Club

ABadminton Club meets in the 
Church on Thursdays. This is for 

over 16s of all ability levels meeting in 
the Large Hall from 6 to 8 p.m.

Email Lesley at Irvine9991@btinternet.
com for more information.

NCT Kids

NCT Kids is a fun playgroup for pre-
school children which meets in the 

Large Hall on Fridays from 9 a.m.  to 12 
noon. 

Please email aberdeen@nct.org.uk to 
book.

TLC Befriending Project

TLC urgently need more volunteer 
befrienders to meet the growing 

demand of those experiencing the 
effects of loneliness and isolation 
in Aberdeen and the surrounding 
communities. Our aim is to walk 
those referred through the process 
of building their own confidence 
and resilience, and thus aiding their 
reintegration into their community, 
creating their own connections and 
friendship groups.

If you have a compassionate nature, 
are able to participate in five 
hours training with experienced 
team members, and can commit a 
minimum of one hour a week to meet 
someone who would benefit from 
your friendship, meet for a cuppa, go 
out for a walk, visiting the shops or 
participating in other social activities 
that are of the befriendees choosing, 
TLC would love to hear from you.

To find out more about TLC and 
becoming a volunteer befriender, 
visit www.tlc.org.uk, get in touch 
by emailing Louise and Jennifer at 
recruitment@tlc.org.uk or call 01224 
211222.

http://phoenixaberdeen.co.uk
http://www.tlc.org.uk
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Aberdeen Street 
Pastors
Aberdeen Street Pastors was 

established in 2007 and was the 
first such initiative in Scotland. It 
comprises volunteers from various 
churches offering to ‘listen, care, and 
help’ in the city through practical 
means. The charity in 2020 received the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services 
to reflect the pivotal role that the 
charity has had in keeping people safe 
and supported within the night-time 
economy and activities in the city.

How does offering ‘random acts of 
kindness’ to strangers on the street 
in the City of Aberdeen on a Friday 
or Saturday once every four weeks 
sound to you? Do you think you would 
enjoy working in a team of like minded 
Christians who are out to listen to, care 
for and help those that are in need of 
practical support, a non-judgemental 
ear or a spiritual conversation?

If so, we are looking to recruit and 
training starts soon. Please be in 
contact on 01224 625487 or email  
aberdeen@streetpastors.org.uk

www.aberdeen.streetpastors.org.uk

November Services
NOTE THAT ALL SERVICES ARE 
ALSO STREAMED ONLINE ON 
BOTH OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
AND FACEBOOK PAGE

Wednesday 2 November 2022
11:00 Worship at the Cowdray  
 Club Care Home (meet at  
 the Coffee Shop before 11 if  
 you would like to attend)

Sunday 6 November
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “Heavenly Hypotheticals”

Sunday 13 November 
Remembrance Sunday
10:50  Worship for all ages  
 “Stones and Signs” with Act  
 of Remembrance at 11:00

Sunday 20 November
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “Heavenly Hypotheticals”

Sunday 27 November
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “The Ultimate Cost”

Hall Licensing
With the completion of the works to 
fit a ventilation system to the Large 
Hall all the church’s hall facilities are 
now available again to license for 
use by other groups. 

A range of different size options 
is available depending on the use 
needed from small meeting rooms 
to large hall space and including 
the Sanctuary, which is ideal for 
concerts.

Please contact the Church Office at 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org or 
on 01224 213093 for booking and 
see the church website for more 
details on the facilities and the 
associated costs.  

Diary

Wonderland Festival
Postponed from earlier in the year, 

Aberdeen Performing Arts is 
bringing Wonderland to the city from 
Thursday 8 to Sunday 11 September 
2022.

This festival will give us an opportunity 
to explore Aberdeen city and see it as 
never before through art, dance and 
sound installations, all in unusual places 
and spaces across the city. These will 
include live music, theatre and family 
events in a magical Wonder Hoose 
venue in the Marischal Quad.  

Details of the different installations and 
events can be found on the Aberdeen 

Performing Arts website using the 
following link:

www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/
wonderland/

http://www.aberdeen.streetpastors.org.uk
http://www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/wonderland/
http://www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/wonderland/
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