
For those of you who are interested 
in what took place at the GA, you can 
watch highlights of the proceedings 
from the Church of Scotland’s web 
page. And the BBC broadcast a 
television update which is available on 
iPlayer.

Summer Pilgrimage
There are occasions when I look at a 
photograph of a rural scene with the 
sun just about to dip below the hills, 
the warm glow on the trees, a river 
bubbling past, and I imagine how 
wonderful it would be to pitch a tent 
and enjoy the surroundings. Images 
in my mind of waking to the burbling 
water, the birds chirping in the trees, 
brewing up a cup of tea, and sitting 
with contentment observing life 
happening all around bring a smile 
to the lips...

Then I remember the last few times 
I actually went camping. On one 
occasion while we were away the 
tent collapsed under the intense 
rainfall so we returned to air beds 
that had become water beds and 
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Minister’s Message

This note is 
written the 

evening before I 
will be travelling 
down to Edinburgh 
for the annual 
General Assembly 
of the Church 
of Scotland. It is the big meeting 
when reports affecting the whole 
of the Church of Scotland are 
presented and decisions made that 
shape the future direction of the 
Church. Having had two online-only 
meetings in the last couple of years, 
this one is going to be a hybrid 
meeting with around 400, myself 
included, present in the Assembly 
Halls on the Mound, and another 200 
joining online. It will be a good test 
for hybrid working, and one I know 
well from my role in Presbytery trying 
to enable the same locally.

Amongst the many interesting topics 
that is coming up there is one that 
has been a source of discussion 
and slow movement in the Kirk for 
over two decades. By the time this 
is printed I am fully expecting the 
Church of Scotland to have finally 
passed its own legislation to allow 
those Ministers who choose to 
conduct same-sex marriages to be 
able to do so. This was agreed at last 
year’s General Assembly, then passed 
down to all the Presbyteries—a 
majority of which also agreed it, and 
then for final decision to this year’s 
General Assembly. 

For those of us who have long 
worked hard for the full inclusion of 
all people, whether gay or straight, 
in the life of the church, this is a very 
positive step. I just wish it had not 
taken so long to get here.

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

sleeping bags that were soggy bags. 
We had to sleep in the car. And 
then there are memories of Scottish 
Highland camping and the sheer 
terror of having to open the tent 
door and let the dreaded midgie in. 

But this summer we in the churches 
of South Holburn, St Mark’s, and 
Ferryhill will be going on a much 
safer pilgrimage as we journey 
around each other’s churches during 
six weeks of the summer holiday 
starting on the first Sunday in July 
at South Holburn. We will enjoy 
worshipping together for a couple 
of Sundays before moving on to St 
Mark’s, and then all coming together 
at Ferryhill. Details are in the Diary 
sidebar on page 7 of this issue. 

With no fear of soggy sleeping bags 
or midgie infestations, just warm 
friendship and new horizons, do join 
us on the pilgrimage!

 



The Flower Team 

Now that we are back worshiping 
in person in the church following 

the Covid closures, the Flower Team 
plan to reintroduce the flower rota. 
This allows members to donate 
flowers to beautify the sanctuary on a 
Sunday either by providing their own 
arrangement or by donating money 
which the Flower Team uses to buy 
flowers to create arrangements. 

A rota list will be posted in the church 
before the summer for the year ahead, 
starting in September.

The Flower Team funds are also used 
to buy plants for the tubs outside the 
church, which are much admired both 
by members and by passers-by who 
often comment that they find them 
very attractive.

 These tubs are tended by a small 
group of volunteers who would be 
very happy for some more help. If you 
think you might be able to help, please 
contact Margaret Emslie om 01224 
704129.

Joint Sunday Club Picnic

A fun afternoon picnic is being 
organised for all the churches 

in our city grouping. This will be on 
Sunday 26 June 2022 from 1-4 p.m. at 
Monymusk Park. This is open to all and 
will be family friendly. 

The park is adjacent  to the hall in 
the centre of Monymusk. There are 
toilet facilities in the hall which will 
be available. You should bring your 
own picnic. There is a range of play 
equipment for children in the park and 
other games will be organised.

This will be a lovely opportunity to 
meet with friends old and new from 
across our grouping of Churches.

Just in case of bad weather requiring 
postponing, do check church 
websites/social media on the day 
before you leave.

Hall Ventilation Upgrades

Just when we thought, as was noted 
in the last issue of Parish News, 

that the ventilation system for the 
Large Hall in the Church was about 
to be completed we hit a snag with 
a part that failed as the system was 
being commissioned. We are currently 
awaiting replacement of that part. This 
is very frustrating for us all, but we are 
hopeful that it will be replaced soon. 

When it is the Large Hall will be back 
in use and available for other groups 
to use. Because the hall has no natural 
ventilation, it is important that this 
work is completed to minimise risks 
from airborne viruses.
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Christian Aid Book Sale 2023 

An Aberdeen tradition over many 
years has been the Christian 

Aid Book Sale held in Queen’s Cross 
Church. Due to the pandemic this has 
not been held for three years. There are 
hopes to reintroduce it for 2023.

This kind of endeavour requires a lot of 
planning. To that end, an introductory 
meeting will be held in The Garden 
Room at Queen’s Cross on Monday 13 
June 2022 at 7 p.m. If you would like to 
find out more or get involved, please 
do attend this meeting.

Instant Neighbour 

Please remember that you can drop 
off items for the Instant Neighbour 

Foodbank on a Wednesday, Saturday 
or Sunday morning at the church. 

Non-perishable items are always 
required, such as UHT milk, tinned 
soup, tinned meats, tinned vegetables, 
rice/pasta, sauce jars, cereals, tinned 
fruit, biscuits, teabags/coffee, sugar, 
diluting juice, dog/cat food, toiletries.

Financial donations to support Instant 
Neighbour’s work can be made at 

www.instantneighbour.co.uk

http://www.instantneighbour.co.uk
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June Services
NOTE THAT ALL SERVICES IN THE 
CHURCH ARE ALSO STREAMED 
ONLINE ON BOTH OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL AND FACEBOOK PAGE  

It is a delight that since May we 
have been welcomed back into the 
Cowdray Club Care Home to lead a 
short service with the residents.

Wednesday 1 June 2022
11:00 Worship at the Cowdray  
 Club Care Home (meet at  
 the Coffee Shop before 11 if  
 you would like to attend)

Sunday 5 June 2022
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Amazed and Astonished” 
 including the Sacrament 
 of Holy Communion

Sunday 12 June 
Trinity Sunday
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Spirit of Truth”

Sunday 19 June
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “What Is Your Name?”

Sunday 26 June

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Foxes Have Holes”  

Diary
Afternoon Get Together 

As we get to know our friends (some 
old, some new) in South Holburn 

and St Mark’s Parish Churches it is 
great to have opportunities to come 
together, especially over a cuppa.

On Saturday 14 May we had a fun 
afternoon of chat at South Holburn, 
some wonderful Doric Drama with 
a view to the future, and incredible 
variety of spaghetti and marshmallow 
towers. You had to be there...

Thanks to the Friendship Team at 
Ferryhill and Social Committee 
at South Holburn for organising 
the event, and look out for more 
opportunities like this in the months 
ahead. Note the Joint Picnic!

Yvonne’s Kiltwalk 

At the time of preparing this issue, 
one of our elders, Yvonne Haig, 

was getting ready to participate with 
many others in the 2022 Kiltwalk on 
29 May. In doing so she was raising 
money to support the Congregational 
Development Fund of Ferryhill Parish 
Church. 

Along with the direct sponsorship that 
Yvonne receives through those who 
sponsored her, she also received 50% 
more from The Hunter Foundation.

Well done and thank you, Yvonne!

Ferryhill Kirk Coffee Shop

The Coffee Shop is now open again 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings 

9:30–12 noon after restrictions were 
lifted and is going from strength to 
strength with folks supporting both 
Wednesday and Saturday equally.

You can enjoy a delicious full cooked 
breakfast on Wednesday and on 
Saturday can enjoy a selection of 
breakfast rolls, pancakes, butteries 
and a whole host of other goodies 
including weekly specials and 
delicious Coffees.

Take away Service is available both 
days, so if you’re passing, please pop 
in and enjoy our hospitality.  We would 
love to see you.

Can You Help? 

We are looking for volunteers to 
join the Coffee Shop team. If you 

can spare a few hours on a monthly 
basis we would love to see you.

Please phone Ferryhill Church Office 
on 01224 213093 and leave your 
name and contact number and we will 
contact you.

Coffee
Shop

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD
Church Office 
Administrator: Julie Mackie  
Mon, Wed & Thur, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Thur & Fri 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 414747
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk
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After two years languishing in a 
dark cupboard, the Traidcraft 

Stall is finally back in use and open 
at the after-church café on Sunday 
mornings. The usual range of Fair Trade 
chocolate, sweets, snacks, biscuits, tea, 
coffee and other household staples 
are back on the shelves. There are also 
Spring/Summer catalogues to browse 
or take away and orders can be left at 
the stall or by contacting Shelagh Bain 
07714 894826 or shebain@hotmail.co.uk. 
The catalogue or the website contain 
lots of detailed information about the 
products, how they are produced, 
how the certification schemes work 
and Traidcraft’s commitment to 
sustainable, organic products.

Sunday Traidcraft Stall

SUMMER CLUB RETURNS!
The Adventure Cruise

It has been a long three years since 
our last Summer Club in 2019... 

we can’t quite believe it and we are 
really excited that the Summer Club 
is returning this year with another 
packed week under a nautical theme: 
“The Adventure Cruise”. 

We will have 100 places available for 
children, so do please book ahead 
and make your plans accordingly. The 
Summer Club will run from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Monday 8 August to Friday 
12 August with a special invitation 
to finish the journey on Sunday 14 
August during the Sunday Service.

Joining Captain Pete and the crew 
aboard HMS Adventure, the children 

will explore the ‘C’s. Through story, 
song, activities, games, and drama 
the children will think about the ‘C’s 
of Choice, Courage, Call, Change, 
Commitment, and Challenge. We will 
meet people through Bible stories 
about Jesus that faced choices, and 
other who had to be courageous. We’ll 
listen to Jesus calling people to follow 
and changing how they lived. And 
we’ll meet people who committed 
themselves to great challenges. And... 
beware of pirates!

We are opening the Summer Club to 
children who have completed Primary 
1 up to those who will be entering into 
Primary 7 after the summer break. 

You should be able to register online 
via the church website: 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Want To Volunteer?
If you fancy joining the team for part 
or the whole week then we would 
welcome some new volunteers. If 
you would like to help out or indeed 
to get in touch about anything 
else, please email summerclub@
ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Producers in developing countries 
need our support more than ever. 
Recently, David Beasley, Director of 
the World Food Programme, described 
the war in Ukraine as ‘part of a perfect 
storm’ of conflict, Covid and climate 
crisis. Here in the UK, we’re reading 
headlines about rocketing petrol prices 
and the biggest cost of living rise 
in decades. We are all linked closely 
together by global supply chains 
but for the communities Traidcraft 
Exchange works with around the 
world, the impact of this ‘perfect storm’ 
is even more acute – and it’s set to 
get worse. The fight for a fairer trade 
system based on economic justice has 
never been more urgent.

Thanks Pat!
After 36 years of welcoming volunteers, 
children and parents to the Summer 
Club, our star volunteer Pat Brown has 
decided to hang up her Summer Club 
T-shirt. Pat was at the first planning 
meetings for the 1983 Summer Club 
and helped at it and every one since. 
Behind the scenes she quietly worked 
away at the finances and kept up to 
date with council form filling. She was a 
great wealth of knowledge.

In recent years Pat has been the 
welcoming face at the registration 
table, the first smile of the morning for 
volunteers, children and parents. Her 
calming presence will be greatly missed 
but we all wish her a happy retirement 
and hope to see her at the Summer 
Club Service on Sunday 14 August.

http://www.ferryhillparishchurch.org
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At a special meeting of the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen and 

Shetland held on Thursday 19 May 
2022, a draft Presbytery Mission Plan 
was laid on the table for consultation 
and discussion. The following press 
release from the Presbytery helps to 
give the background.

A consultation has been launched to 
discuss radical new proposals to reform 
the Church of Scotland in Aberdeen and 
Shetland.

The Planning and Development 
Committee of the Presbytery of Aberdeen 
and Shetland has produced a draft 
Mission Plan to determine how limited 
resources should be allocated over a five-
year period to ensure that the Church 
meets 21st century mission needs.

Members of the presbytery are being 
asked for their views concerning the 
proposals for change which is a work in 
progress and subject to amendment.

The committee said that it appreciated 
that some of the changes proposed will 
be difficult to hear for some people, but 
change is necessary in order to deliver 
sustainable and realistic new expressions 
of ministry and church.

It is proposing to create 7 Parish 
Groupings in which congregations 
are served by various expressions of 
“team ministries” comprised of full-
time Ministers of Word and Sacrament, 
Ministries Development Staff (MDS) and 
Ordained Local Ministers (OLM).

The plan prioritises allocating resources 
to enable mission and support 
congregations with the greatest 
potential where there is evidence of 
growth, sustainability and innovation.

The Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland 
has 27 church buildings within its 
Aberdeen city boundary and 11 church 
buildings in Shetland. It is asking 
members to consider closure of 10 of 
them within the city sometime within 
the five-year life-span of an approved 
final plan. There will be no additional 
closures in Shetland where the number 

of buildings was reduced from 31 to 11 in 
a major reorganisation in 2018-19.

The buildings proposed for closure in 
the city are: Bucksburn-Stoneywood; 
Holburn West; Kingswells; Rubislaw 
(sanctuary, not Church Centre); 
Ruthrieston West; South St Nicholas 
Kincorth; St George’s Tillydrone; St 
Mark’s; St Stephen’s; Woodside.

Mrs. Eunice McConnach, convenor of the 
Planning and Development Committee, 
explains the new plan, “In 2021 the 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland asked Presbyteries to draw up 
new Presbytery Mission Plans with fewer 
ministry posts than before. This was 
brought about by the re-assessment of 
the shortage of ministers and financial 
resources. We have been fortunate in 
building on the enormous amount of 
work put into the creation of the 2020 
plan to create a secure foundation 
to move forward. The Presbytery of 
Aberdeen and Shetland is committed 
to the ‘Parish groupings’ suggested 
previously where congregations are 
encouraged to work together and, in 
some cases, to form unions during the 
next five years. Some groupings are 
already up and running and working 
towards the aims of the revised plan.”

The General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland has instructed presbyteries to 
reduce their current staffing levels. 

For the Presbytery of Aberdeen and 
Shetland, the number of Ministers of 
Word and Sacrament and MDS posts is 
to be reduced from 38 FTE to 28 FTE.

The decision of the General Assembly 
was taken last May against a backdrop 
of declining numbers of people training 
for the ministry, a reduction in financial 
contributions and falling membership.

Presbytery Mission Plan
The Presbytery Clerk, Rev. Dr. John 
Ferguson said: “We know these changes 
will be challenging for all of us. However, 
given that Presbytery has already 
begun implementing its suspended 
2020 Plan, we believe that we are in a 
strong position to continue to cope with 
change and restructuring. This is an 
opportunity to refocus our efforts and 
prepare for ministry in the years ahead 
and we are confident that in this Plan we 
offer a considered, effective and robust 
structure for ministry”.

A comprehensive audit of buildings 
using tools provided by the General 
Trustees (the national property arm of 
the church) have been used to inform the 
development of the plan.

The consultation will last two months.

A new plan must be agreed by the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen and Shetland, 
the Faith Nurture Forum and the General 
Trustees by the 31st of December, 2022.

Looking to the future, the Church is 
committed to considering any proposal 
to buy a building and maintain it for 
community use.

Being Proactive
The feeling amongst the Kirk Sessions 
in our own new grouping is that we 
approach the changes about the future 
in a positive and proactive way. In other 
words, we will go out to meet these 
changes rather than wait for them to 
come to us!

This is why we are being proactive in 
working towards new unions of our 
congregations and the creation of 
Ministry Teams operating in a new 
Parish Grouping that will comprise the 
City Centre, West End and Riverside 
parishes of Ferryhill and South Holburn.

What is in the draft Presbytery Mission 
Plan for our area represents our own 
proposals as a grouping to the Planning 
Deployment Committee and we thank 
them for listening to our proposals and 
incorporating them.
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Community News
Albury Community Sports 
Hub

The recently rebranded Albury 
Community Sports Hub is 

intending to become an independent 
registered charity by the turn of the 
year. They write: “We are planning 
to make improvements both to the 
pavilion and the outdoor space in 
order to provide areas for small groups 
to hold workshops in the arts, fitness, 
wellbeing or small group meeting 
space with serving facilities for tea/
coffee, as well as gardening and 
growing opportunities. 

“We are totally reliant on the support 
of the local community; our income 
is derived from subscribers who want 
to play tennis all year round and from 
public pay and play (tennis, bowls, 
18 holes putting, Petanque) during 
the season from April to September. 
We also affiliate with Crathes Croquet 
Club. Weekly Wellbeing activities are 
being launched on 10 June. Albury 
is also a Walking Group venue on a 
Friday morning. 

“In the future we aspire to be open 
for activities throughout the year. 
Please check our website (https://
alburysportscentre.org/) for 
information and do come along to 
meet with the volunteers who keep 
the Hub open and find out if you 
would like to come on board to help 
ACSH move towards a brighter future.”  

Open Afternoon

An Open Afternoon is planned for 
10 June 1–3 p.m. for a new group 

at Albury Community Sports Hub. 
Activities will include: 

• Bowls & Adapted Bowls, 
• Putting, 
• Body Boosting Bingo, 
• Functional Fitness MOT’s and 

discussions, 
• plus many more depending on the 

weather. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Autumn Quiz Night

We had planned to host another 
popular fundraising Quiz Night 

at the church in June, but the delays in 
recommissioning the hall for use has 
delayed that. We hope to hold one in 
September so do keep your eyes open 
for notice of that in the next issue of 
Parish News or on the church website. 

St Mark’s Rambling Group

A long-established rambling group 
is organised by St Mark’s Parish 

Church. There are a number of walks 
planned for June both on Tuesdays 
and Wednesday evenings. 

If you would like to find out more 
then please contact Ian Lord on 01224 
321882. 

Local walks include:

• 8 June: Duthie Park & Riverside 
(Polmuir Road gates at 7 p.m.)

• 15 June: Hazlehead Park (meet at 
old bus shelter at 7 p.m.)

• 22 June: Stonehaven (meet at car 
park near swimming pool, 7 p.m.)

• 29 June: Banchory (meet at car part 
near show field, 7 p.m.)

AED At Ferryhill Kirk

Thanks to a very generous financial 
donation, an Automatic Electronic 

Defibrillator is now installed outside 
Ferryhill Parish Church, next to the 
doors to the halls. The AED is registered 
with the Scottish Ambulance Service 
via “The Circuit”. Should it be needed in 
an emergency situation please call 999. 

Need A Venue?

Remember that Ferryhill Parish 
Church has availability for user 

groups who might want to license use 
of part of the building. It has always 
been important to the church that it is 
a resource for all the community. 

While we await the recommissioning 
of the Large Hall (offer up a wee prayer 
at this point!), organisations who are 
interested in letting the Large Hall 
should contact the administrator, 
Julie (01224 213093) for up-to-date 
information or to come and look 
around. We also provide rehearsal 
space in the Sanctuary with a high-
quality grand piano and this area can 
be used as a concert/recital venue. 

Details of what meeting areas 
are available, some pictures and 
dimensions, and the associated costs 
are provided on the church website, 
looking under Information and then at 
Hall Bookings.

https://alburysportscentre.org/
https://alburysportscentre.org/
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Ferryhill School 
House Captains 
Rights Respecting Schools

Over the last two months Primary 
7 House Captains have been 

spreading the message of enshrining 
pupil rights throughout the Ferryhill 
community.  Over the online platform 
of TEAMs pupils have confidently 
shared their knowledge with Ferryhill 
Parish Church, Albury Sports Centre and 
Ferryhill parents.  They have also visited 
and presented at Ferryhill Community 
Centre where they displayed their 
posters about the UNCRC.

As a Gold Rights Respecting School 
there is a key focus on building and 
sustaining relationships, ensuring 
Ferryhill School is a welcoming place 
where pupil voice is encouraged within 
the classroom, within the school and 
within the wider community.  Together 
we learn about children’s rights, 
embedding them in everyday practice.  
The award is not just about what 
children do, but also, importantly what 
adults do.  The important principles 
of equality, dignity, respect, non-
discrimination and participation lie at 
the heart of this approach.

The difference a Rights Respecting 
School makes should extend beyond 
the school gates and make a positive 
impact on the whole community.

• Children are healthier and happier.

• Children feel safe.

• Children have better relationships.

• Children become active and 
involved in school life and the wider 
world.

If you would like to know more about 
our learning in Ferryhill School please 
visit our twitter account:  
@FerryhillSchoo1

• Article 12: 
Children and 
young people 
have the human 
right to have 
opinions and for 
these opinions 
to be heard and 
taken seriously.

July/August Services
Note that over the summer we are 
going on a pilgrimage with two 
weeks of shared worship in each 
of South Holburn, St Mark’s, and 
at Ferryhill.

Sunday 3 July 2022
10:30 Shared Worship at  
 South Holburn Parish  
 Church

Sunday 10 July
10:30 Shared Worship at  
 South Holburn Parish  
 Church

Sunday 17 July
11:00  Shared Worship at  
 St Mark’s Parish Church  
 (note easy parking at  
 Denburn car park)

Sunday 24 July
11:00  Shared Worship at  
 St Mark’s Parish Church 

Sunday 31 July
11:00  Shared Worship at  
 Ferryhill Parish Church 
 “Where Do I Store My  
 Wealth?”

Sunday 7 August
11:00  Shared Worship at  
 Ferryhill Parish Church 
 “Dressed for Action”

Sunday 14 August
11:00  Summer Club Service 
 “The Adventure Cruise”

Sunday 21 August
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “Set Free”

Sunday 28 August
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “Places of Honour” 
  

Diary

UKRAINE SUPPORT
The outpouring of support for 
Ukrainian people is heartening. From 
Eurovision votes to people opening 
their homes to refugees to financial and 
other provisions it is good to care for 
one another. 

Early in the conflict the Church of 
Scotland appealed for financial 
assistance to aid Reformed Churches 
in the area in the work they were 
doing assisting people who had lost 

everything. At the time of writing, 
£367,277 has been donated to that 
effort. In a recent visit to Ukraine and 
Hungary, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
met some of those refugees and saw 
how many were being aided and 
housed in the area. There is much still 
to do, alas, in terms of support and aid, 
and, of course, in praying for a just end 
to the conflict.



The The 
AdventureAdventure  

CruiseCruise

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

A Summer Club for Primary Children
Mon 8 — Fri 12 and Sun 14 August 2022

10 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. at Ferryhill Parish Church
Pull up the anchor and join The Adventure Cruise as we set sail for a 

week of fun activities exploring the ‘C’s of Choice, Courage, Call, Change, 
Commitment, and Challenge through story, song, games and crafts. 

Open to children who have completed P1 up to those entering P7.

Register your child online at 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org


