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Minister’s Message

What a lot has happened since 
the last issue of Parish News 

went out to you all! We have seen 
loss and struggle, particularly for 
those in care homes unable to spend 
the same time they would wish with 
family, an amazing response to look 
out for each other, the complications 
of restrictions to our freedom to the 
local and national economy, and 
amidst all that still the hope that we 
will come through the pandemic.

As we await further news of vaccines 
and better treatments, we are in 
something of a waiting moment, 
doing what we can to minimise risks 
to each other, and looking forward. 
There is something of a parallel with 
this season of Advent, the traditional 
time of preparation and waiting 
ahead of the joy of Christmas. There 
is anticipation of what is to come, 
and some uncertainty of what that 
yet might be.

Jesus’ birth heralded the dawning 
of a new light for humanity, a way 
to see the world and each other 
through the lens of love and mutual 
care, of valuing one another as 
equals in God’s eyes. It is a hopeful 
message for us all, and one that we 
will still be celebrating this year, 
even if not in quite the same way as 
normal.

Join us online or in whatever way you 
can through this festive season. 

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Christmas Worship
We are planning the usual Christmas 
services (see back page for details) 
but that these will be primarily 
streamed online as we have been 
doing for most of this year. 

The Christingle Service we want to 
be interactive so we will be providing 
packs with all that you need to create 
your own Christingle. Families are 
welcome to pick these up from the 
church the day before so that we can 
build our own Christingles together 
during the online service.

Virtual Christmas Fair 
28 November to 5 December
The annual Christmas Fair is usually 
the most popular and successful 
fundraising event of the year. 
Unfortunately we cannot run this in 
the same way this year.

But don’t panic! You can still get 
your tree decorations, decorated 
chocolate oranges and Christmas 
puddings, fairtrade mincemeat, 
Christmas doggie treats, and... a 2020 
essential... Christmas face masks!

Tidings Of Great Joy

Thanks to the generosity of our 
creative volunteers, we have a great 
selection of Christmas crafts and 
produce for you to peruse and buy. A 
few items are pictures here, but this is 
just a taster. Go to the church website 
to browse all the items, along with a 
description and price, and follow the 
instructions there for how to place 
your order.

All orders will be dealt with in the 
order they are received, so get your 
order in quickly, many of these items 
are limited in number. 

First come, first served! 

It may be different but you can still 
enjoy your Christmas shopping!



Advent and Christmas Zoom 
Quiz Night

The season of Advent has begun and 
what better way to get your brain 

into festive gear than with a quiz night!

Please join us online using Zoom for 
a fun evening of questions around 
the general theme of Advent and 
Christmas.

This will be taking place on Friday 
4 December 2020 gathering online 
from 7:00 p.m. with the quiz due to 
start around 7:15 p.m. Bring your own 
refreshments and snacks!

Please feel free to join as a family 
group at home or to test your own 
feats of memory. 

If you have not used Zoom before, you 
will need to download the software 
(either to a computer or to a phone/
tablet). 

Zoom Meeting ID: 856 4275 1061

Passcode: 869621 

Dial-A-Message Service 

We know that not everyone can 
listen to or watch the online 

services that are coming each week 
from Ferryhill Parish Church.

As part of our provision to include as 
many people as possible in what we 
are providing to help people worship 
God at home during the current 
pandemic, we are providing a weekly 
message that is available simply 
over the phone. No internet access is 
needed. For most people there will be 
no cost associated with this as it is a 
local phone call.

Simply dial 01224 002502, sit back, 
and listen to the message.

Harvest 1,000 Can Appeal

This year we teamed up with other 
churches in our Riverside area, 

with South Holburn and Ruthrieston 
West, to support Instant Neighbour 
Foodbank with 
a special push 
during October 
to see if we could 
gather 1,000 cans 
and jars.

We far exceeded 
that target and 
collected around 
2,500 cans and 
jars plus many 
other items over 
the course of the 
month, along 
with a financial 
donation too. 
This was very 
gratefully received by the foodbank. 
A massive thank you to everyone who 
donated during the course of that 
appeal.

The church will remain open each 
Wednesday from 1-2 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. 
to receive further donations for Instant 
Neighbour Foodbank. 

Please remember that the need is 
ongoing, and can be particularly 
difficult to meet in the winter months.
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Takeaway Time At Ferryhill 
Kirk Coffee Shop

While the Coffee Shop at the 
church has been closed over 

most of this year as a result of the 
pandemic, we are planning to open 
during December for take outs. 

If you fancy a bacon/egg roll, or a nice 
cup of coffee or tea to go, we’ll be 
happy to fulfil those orders.

We plan to be open on Saturday 5, 12 
and 19 December between 9:30 a.m. 
and 12 noon. 

You can phone in your order on 
01224 213093 the day before (Friday 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.) or 
Saturday (between 9:30 and 11:30 
a.m.).

Note that we will also be open for 
take out coffee, tea, mincemeat pies, 
and shortbread on Wednesday 23 
December between 11:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m. You can phone in  your order on 
Tuesday 22 December between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. or that Wednesday between 
9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

We look forward to serving you in 
December!

Coffee
Shop
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November/December
Sunday 29 November (Advent 1)
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Keep Alert”  
 streamed online

Friday 4 December
19:00 Advent/Christmas Quiz  
 Night on Zoom 

Saturday 5 December
9:30– Coffee Shop open for 
12:00 takeout orders 

Sunday 6 December (Advent 2)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Prepare The Way” 
 streamed online

Saturday 12 December
9:30– Coffee Shop open for 
12:00 takeout orders 

Sunday 13 December (Advent 3)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Who Are You?” 
 streamed online

Saturday 19 December
9:30– Coffee Shop open for 
12:00 takeout orders 

Sunday 20 December (Advent 4)
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “My Spirit Rejoices”
 streamed online

Wednesday 23 December
11:30– Coffee Shop open for 
14:00 takeout orders and 
 Pick Up Christingle Packs

Thursday 24 December
18:30 Online Christingle Service
23:30 Watchnight Service 
 streamed online

Friday 25 December
10:00 Family Christmas Day 
 online worship 

Sunday 27 December

11:00 Lessons and Carols 
 streamed online

Diary

Virtual Choir 

There have been some surprising 
delights amidst the big challenges 

that we have faced over the course 
of the year. When we realised that 
communal singing was going to be 
an impossibility for much time to 
come, we took to other ways to keep 
singing in our own homes. Singing is 
a wonderful gift, an action that is life-
enhancing and health-giving for many 
of us, and so a big loss. 

We have been busy creating virtual 
choir versions of a variety of different 
songs of different genres, from 
traditional anthems to more modern 
songs, and each of these is available 
on our YouTube channel in a playlist 
if you want to enjoy some uplifting 
music. Our first effort was just with six 
of us, and that has grown a lot over the 
months, including contributions from 
as far as Italy and Canada, Glasgow 
and Shetland, Bucksburn and Cults 
alongside local faces. You can see 
and hear the development over the 
months. It has been a creative joy for 
those making the videos and, we pray, 
for those who have enjoyed them over 
the months.

https://www.youtube.com/
ferryhillparishchurch

We are planning to create virtual choir 
videos for a number of Christmas 
Carols, so if you would like to 
participate in those, please do keep an 
eye on “Peter’s Blog” on the church’s 
website for more information about 
how to do that.

Weekly Worship Leaflet 

Another option to assist folks who 
do not have internet access to stay 

in touch with the church and receive a 
weekly resource is our Weekly Worship 
leaflet that can be delivered to your 
door in printed form.

If you would like to get a copy of this 
each week, or to arrange for a family 
member or friend to receive one, then 
please call the church office on 01224 
213093. 

It is intended that these will include 
ideas for daily readings and prayers 
during the season of Advent.

Zoom Chats 

Until we are able to get back to 
meeting together in person, 

enjoying a cuppa and a chat in the 
church hall on a Sunday afternoon, we 
are doing so online each Sunday from 
1 to 2 p.m. You are very welcome to 
join us for a chat and a catch up.

We do this using Zoom and you 
can join by using the following 
information.

Zoom Meeting ID: 929 6607 6568

Passcode: 005056

Advent Reflections/Prayers 

We plan to have daily reflections 
and prayers available on the 

church website and on our Facebook 
page (this is instead of a printed Daily 
Devotional Diary) throughout Advent, 
so please do check in on either site 
each day. 

https://www.youtube.com/ferryhillparishchurch
https://www.youtube.com/ferryhillparishchurch
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Yarnbombing Community 
Project Revisited

We are all facing a very different 
kind of Christmas this year. Large 

family gatherings may not be possible 
and many of us won’t want to be going 
into crowded shops, although we 
will still want to buy cards, gifts and 
Christmas treats for our family and 
friends. 

Hopefully the pandemic has taught 
us that we don’t need loads of stuff 
and that shopping ethically and 
sustainably and appreciating quality 
time with those we love are much 
more important. 

The Traidcraft Christmas catalogue is 
crammed full of lovely  handmade, 
ethical, Fairtrade  gifts. There are 
Christmas decorations, cards and 
wrapping paper as well as festive food 
and drinks (including a Great Taste 
Award winning range of Fairtrade tea, 
organic coffee, organic and vegan 

chocolate), homeware, sustainable 
fashion and ethical cleaning products. 

Traidcraft are passionate about trade, 
social and environmental justice. They 
are the original fair trade pioneers in 
the UK, and advocate the importance 
of organic farming, sustainability, 
and transparency to the lives of 
growers and artisans around the 
world. Throughout the pandemic, 
Traidcraft has remained committed to 
the farmers and producers they work 
with and have not cancelled their pre 
COVID orders, as many global brands 
have done.

FAIRTRADE AT CHRISTMAS

Catalogues are available from the 
church on Wednesdays from 1-2 
pm and 7-8 pm when it is open for 
Instant Neighbour collections. If you 
are unable to get to the church, a 
catalogue can be delivered to your 
home. You can also shop online at 
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. 

Please send any orders or requests for 
a catalogue to Shelagh Bain (shebain@
hotmail.co.uk or 07714894826) by 
Wednesday 9 December. Orders will 
be ready to collect by Wednesday 16 
December or can be delivered to you. 

You may well have seen the 
yarnbombed trees around the 

church and in Duthie Park, which 
appeared during lockdown. The 
vibrant and attractive colours, the 
varied textures and patterns of the 
squares and the hearts, butterflies and 
rainbows which adorned the knitted 
and crocheted panels were admired by 

many and helped to lift our spirits in a 
difficult time. The knitted squares that 
comprised these blankets were created 
by many folks from the community. 

Following this fantastic community 
effort, we are now repurposing the 
wool. The blankets have been removed 
and the many wee creatures that made 

their homes 
in the wool 
given time to 
escape before 
everything was 
washed. 

The squares 
have now been 
separated into 
piles of similar 
colours.

A big plan 

is to create a large wallhanging (or 
two, maybe three...) with the general 
visual theme of rainbows. This will be 
a lasting reminder to us of the positive 
community spirit that was generated 
during these trying times, and paying 
tribute to the many folks that make up 
our communities.

This is still an ongoing project, so 
please watch this space!
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January Services
If we are holding in-person 
worship from January this will 
be a short service at 10 a.m. on a 
Sunday morning in addition to the 
11 a.m. online service. 

Note that there are limits on the 
capacity of the sanctuary and that 
you will need to book ahead (Wed-
Fri) for each Sunday by calling the 
Church Office on 01224 213093.

Please keep an eye on the church 
website/Facebook page for 
updates.

Sunday 3 January 2021
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Living Among Us”  
 including the Sacrament 
 of Holy Communion 
 (If still online worship, please  
 have some bread and  
 something to drink to hand)

Sunday 10 January
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Baptised, Beloved”

Sunday 17 January
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Come And See” 

Sunday 24 January
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “The Time Has Come” 

Sunday 31 January
11:00  Worship for all ages  
 “A New Teaching” 

Diary
Each year we usually have a 

number of special offerings over 
the Christmas period (including at 
services like the School Christmas 
Service, Christingle and Watchnight) 
for different projects and charities, one 
local and one international. We have 
picked two recipients that we wish to 
support this year, but recognise that 
we may not be meeting for worship in 
person on those occasions when we 
would usually take up the offerings. We 
would thus ask you to donate directly 
to either or both of these this year. 
Thank you for your generosity.

The two projects picked are the Harlaw 
Academy Outside Project and the 
Disasters Emergency Committee.

Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC)

Donations to DEC can be made at 
https://www.dec.org.uk/ and include 
giving to support relief to communities 
around the world particularly harmed 
by Covid-19.

DEC brings together 14 leading 
charities to coordinate their work when 
they know they can do something to 
assist communities worldwide.

Harlaw Academy Outside Project

The Harlaw Academy Parent 
Fundraising Group has announced a 
project to raise £15,000 that will enable 
the young people to have covered 
outdoor spaces to learn and relax in. 
As schools gradually return to a new 
normal, they are being encouraged 
to get pupils 
outside as 
much as 
possible. 
However, 
with cuts 
to budgets 
and the 
cost of new 
procedures 
which 
must be 
implemented, many schools find 
themselves unable to provide and 
maintain a full complement of 
suitable outdoor spaces, with this 
being a particular problem for Harlaw 
Academy as it is situated in the heart of 
the city. 

The image above is one outside area of 
the school that is being planned to be 
improved.

To donate to the Harlaw Outside  
Project (HOP) go to their Just Giving 
Page at

https://www.justgiving.com/ 
crowdfunding/
hopharlawoutdoorproject

or email

pcharlaw@aberdeen.npfs.org.uk 

or send a cheque by post to Harlaw 
Academy Parent Council, c/o 
Harlaw Academy, 18-20 Albyn Place, 
Aberdeen, AB10 1RG.

Christmas Offerings

https://www.dec.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hopharlawoutdoorproject
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hopharlawoutdoorproject
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hopharlawoutdoorproject
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Removal Of Asbestos Works
It may seem like the Ferryhill Kirk 

building has been closed for many 
months now and nothing has been 
happening there. However, it has 
remained in regular weekly use as the 
host location for our online worship, 
and necessary maintenance work on 
the building has continued during the 
pandemic closure.

A major piece of work has been 
planned for many months, which came 
from a property report conducted 
by the Presbytery of Aberdeen and 
Shetland. 

With the assistance of our local 
architect, the Stewardship Team for the 
Kirk has been very busy coordinating 
the necessary work to eradicate certain 
historic asbestos found beneath the 
sanctuary in the “solum”, insulating 
some of the heating pipes found there 
and in a few other smaller locations. 
None of this forms an immediate risk, 
but it is work that needs to be done.

While the whole heating system has 
to be bled in order to remove the old 
pipe work, there is a plan to replace 
some of the main heating valves to a 
more modern type that will improve 

the efficiency of the whole heating 
system. It is anticipated that this work, 
conducted by specialists in asbestos 
removal, will take around two weeks to 
complete.

The combined cost of the work is 
around £43,000. This is a considerable 
sum of money, and beyond the scope 
of our existing fabric fund. 

While the Kirk Session did consider 
putting off this work due to the current 
financial pressure that the pandemic 
has brought, it ultimately decided that 
we go ahead with this work. The work 
will not go away, it has to be done at 
some point, and putting it off further 
may see increased costs to complete 
the work.

The Kirk Session has thus decided 
to take out a loan from the General 
Trustees of £20,000. This is in addition 
to a grant of £10,000 that has been 
offered by the General Trustees 
towards the work. The General Trustees 
are the body who ultimately own the 
property on behalf of the Church of 
Scotland. As a congregation we will 
pay for the remainder of the balance 
ourselves in the short term, seeking 

further financial input where we can 
from other sources. But this does mean 
we will have the loan that we will 
need to pay off. The quicker we can 
do so, the less we will pay in interest 
payments! 

We need your support to help us 
do that. This is not one of those 
glamorous projects that we can all see 
the results of, sadly. It is work that is 
unseen and underfoot, but essential all 
the same. For the good upkeep of the 
building for our and the community’s 
use in the future, it is required.

If you would like to make a donation 
to help us meet this cost, please do so 
marking it for the Asbestos Removal 
works. Donations can be sent to the 
church office.

Presbytery Update
Since the last issue of Parish News 

there have been two significant 
updates from Presbytery, the regional 
body of the Church of Scotland.  

In the summer the two previous 
presbyteries that covered Aberdeen 
City and the Shetland Islands united to 
form the Presbytery of Aberdeen and 
Shetland. The existing congregations 
that had formed the Presbytery of 
Shetland came together to form a 
single parish, albeit one with multiple 
church buildings and a ministry team 
serving those different sites. 

The new Presbytery of Aberdeen and 
Shetland continues to meet, doing 

so via Zoom and live-streaming 
proceedings on https://www.facebook.
com/aberdeenshetlandpresbytery.

The second significant decision of 
Presbytery was the adoption of the 
new Ten Year Presbytery Plan that 
maps out the future shape of the Kirk 

across the city of Aberdeen and in 
Shetland. For our own area that means 
that we will be working more closely 
with our neighbouring congregations 
at South Holburn and Ruthrieston 
West, forming a Parish Grouping to 
formalise that shared working in the 
shorter term. 

In the longer term this will see the 
formation of a single congregation and 
ministry team of three staff serving 
the Riverside area north of the River 
Dee, from Garthdee to Ferryhill, with 
the utilisation of the existing Ferryhill 
and South Holburn buildings, suitably 
updated to meet modern needs.  

https://www.facebook.com/aberdeenshetlandpresbytery
https://www.facebook.com/aberdeenshetlandpresbytery
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Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
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Riverside Covid-19 Response

We remind everyone in the 
community that we do have 

support available for anyone that finds 
themselves having to self-isolate as a 
result of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
That may be someone to go and run 
some errands, pick up some shopping 
or prescriptions, or if there are some 
urgent financial needs.

We can also provide someone to 
chat to if you find yourself alone for a 
period. 

Please contact the church office, 
confidentially, on 01224 213093 and 
we will do what we can to assist. 

A massive thank you to all those who 
came forward earlier this year to 
offer their assistance as volunteers. 
Note that there is a Facebook group 
available at https://www.facebook.
com/groups/covid19riverside.

Use of Church Building

At the moment the church, while 
it has precautions in hand for 

reopening the halls for use by other 
groups, is pausing a while longer to 
do so. We are primarily concerned 
that the main church hall is not easily 
ventilated and good ventilation is 
an important element of mitigating 
the likelihood of transmission of the 
coronavirus. Check the website for 
future updates.

United Against Bullying

The Primary 6s at Ferryhill Primary 
School have been raising awareness 

of Anti-Bullying Week during 
November. One of the ways they did 
this was by encouraging pupils to come 
to school on Monday 16 November 
wearing odd socks!

The simple act of wearing odd socks 
is a great way to show our individual 
uniqueness. 

With so much of our time, especially 
for young people, spent online, many 
children and young people also report 
having been victims of some form of 
cyber-harassment or bullying. 

Ferryhill Primary School is active in 
encouraging children to understand 
the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, amongst 
which include statements about non-
discrimination (article 2), the freedom 
of thought and belief (article 14), and 
the right to good health and well-
being (article 24). All these are positive 
reasons to be #UnitedAgainstBullying.

February Services
If we are holding in-person 
worship by this time this will be 
a short service at 10 a.m. on a 
Sunday morning in addition to the 
11 a.m. online service. 

Note that there are limits on the 
capacity of the sanctuary and that 
you will need to book ahead (Wed-
Fri) for each Sunday by calling the 
Church Office on 01224 213093.

Please keep an eye on the church 
website/Facebook page for 
updates.

Sunday 7 February 2021
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Healing and Serving”   
 including the Sacrament 
 of Holy Communion 
 (If still online worship, please  
 have some bread and  
 something to drink to  
 hand)  

Sunday 14 February

11:00 Worship for all ages  
 “Bedazzled, Beloved”

Sunday 21 February

11:00 Worship for all ages

Sunday 28 February

11:00  Worship for all ages 

Diary

https://www.facebook.com/groups/covid19riverside
https://www.facebook.com/groups/covid19riverside


Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

We are planning with the assumption that all 
services will be online. Please visit the church 
website for any updates on this. 

Wednesday 23 December 2020
11:30 a.m.  Pick Up Christingle Packs 
to 2 p.m. We will have Christingle packs ready at the church for  
 you to come and pick up so that you have all you need  
 at home to make your own Christingles during the 
 Christingle Service. Note that the Coffee Shop will also  
 have take out coffee/tea and mince pies available.

Thursday 24 December
6:30 p.m.  Christingle Service 
 A service for all ages to celebrate on Christmas Eve. 
 Join us online.

11:30 p.m.  Watchnight Service 
 A service to see in Christmas Day. 
 Join us online.

Friday 25 December
10 a.m.  Christmas Day Worship 
 A short family oriented service provided on  
 YouTube for Christmas morning.  

Sunday 27 December
11 a.m.  Lessons and Carols 
 An online service with carols and readings. 

 www.youtube.com/ferryhillparishchurch

 www.facebook.com/ferryhillparishchurch


