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Minister’s Message

This letter is written in the week 
of our Summer Holiday Club—

Base Station: U which is proving a 
big hit with the children. We have 
been exploring the five senses. The 
picture to the right captures but a 
tiny fraction of the noisy and joyful 
mayhem unleashed by Professors 
Finkin-Binkin and Lorra-Brain!

As we have been exploring the 
senses each day we have looked at 
the ways in which those senses let us 
interact with others and to work with 
others to make a difference for good 
in the world.

Over the summer my family and I 
took three weeks to tour Europe 
from Amsterdam to Naples, Nice to 
Hockenheim (yes, we managed to 
fit in the German Grand Prix!). We 
packed a huge amount in to those 
three weeks from the Sistine Chapel 
to the Ferrari Museum, climbing 
Mount Vesuvius to exploring 
Herculaneum and Pompeii.

Two experiences in particular stood 
out because of the atmosphere 

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

that surrounded them. These were 
our visits to Anne Frank’s house in 
Amsterdam and a visit to Dachau 
Concentration Camp outside Munich 
(pictured below). When we were 
in the Sistine Chapel the security 
guards were constantly calling out: 
“Silencio!” In a similarly packed Anne 
Frank’s house there was no need for 
you could have heard a pin drop. 
Hardly a word was said as we shuffled 
from room to room in the building 
which became a secret home to 
Anne Frank and her family and 
others during the Nazi occupation of 
Denmark. Similarly, when we visited 
Dachau there was an unmistakable 
atmosphere of contemplation. 
That contemplation was in part, for 

Sowing Seeds Of Peace

me, trying to comprehend how so 
much evil and wickedness could be 
focussed in these two locations with 
the bells of the Westerkerk chiming 
next door in Amsterdam and the 
birds singing in the Dachau woods?  

What also stuck in my mind was 
the German guide in Dachau at 
one point revealing her frustration 
that despite all their efforts over 
the decades to tell people about 
the horror that National Socialism 
inflicted and the German people’s 
extraordinary openness and sense 
of shared responsibility still in the 
recent European elections a far right 
nationalist group (Alternative for 
Germany) had gained 12% of the 
vote. Here in the UK we also know 
the draw of a politics of hate towards 
“the other” is on the rise once again.

As we have been sowing seeds with 
the youngsters this holiday club, so 
I pray we all learn to sow seeds of 
peace and grace amid the current 
upturn of divisive far right politics. 
The future health and well being of 
our communities 
depend on it.



Monday Fellowship

The Monday Fellowship is a group 
that meets fortnightly on Monday 

afternoons starting on 2 September 
and running through to the end of 
April.  One of the main attractions is 
that we meet during day time, from 
2-4 p.m. in the Foyer of the Church. 
The group’s programme includes 
illustrated talks, music and other 
entertainment suitable for older folk. 
At the end of the season, we plan a 
coach outing. This year we visited the 
new V&A Museum in Dundee. 

So why not put the date in your diary 
or on your calendar and come along to 
meet us and enjoy the entertainment 
followed by a friendly chat with tea 
and a fine piece? New members, ladies 
or gents, will be made very welcome.

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club starts again after 
the summer break on Tuesday 

3 September at 12:30 p.m.  New 
members over the age of 50 will be 
very welcome and we look forward to 
seeing our regular members too.

The club will meet every Tuesday 
during school term time and the price 
of the two course meal will be £4. Tea 
and coffee will also be served.

Church Bowling Club

The church indoor Bowling Club 
will resume playing in the Large 

Hall on 2 October from 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
Whatever your skill level, you will are 
welcome to join.

Girlguiding At Ferryhill

As you will probably be aware, 
Ferryhill Kirk plays host to three 

active and popular Girlguiding units: 
the Rainbows (5-7 yr olds), Brownies 
(7-10 yr olds) and Guides (10-14 yr 
olds). All of them meet every Monday 
evening during term time and they 
provide our girls and young women 
with a place to develop their beliefs, 
learn about the world around them 
and have a huge amount of fun at the 
same time.

All of the units are popular and 
they are all looking for new adult 
volunteers. All you need is to be aged 
18+ and have a sense of fun and 
adventure. Men can volunteer as well! 
You can be an occasional helper or 
get really stuck in and undertake the 
Girlguiding leadership qualification; 
it is up to you. Prospective volunteers 
must register via the Girlguiding UK 
website then a local member will get 
in touch for an informal chat. 

Do not delay, join us today!

More here:

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/register-
your-interest/
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Kids At Ferryhill Celebration

At the end of June, the pre-school 
group that has run under the name 

of “Kids at Ferryhill” for decades in 
our church closed its doors.  Well not 
completely, but that is part two of the 
story.

Because of changes to local authority 
preschool provision, there is no 
longer the same need for the play 
and learning service that has been 
provided here for three year olds, by a 
succession of skilled leaders, the most 
recent being Karen Helling. 

Karen decided it was time to retire 
and in doing so has marked the end 
of an era. It is impossible to measure 
her leadership and friendship towards 
countless families.  The sound of 
excited and busy pre-nursery children 
will be missed on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings within the Kirk!  
We thank Karen from the bottom 
of our hearts and wish her a happy 
retirement.

However the second part of the story 
is that the National Childbirth Trust is 
to take over the running of two groups, 
on a Wednesday and Friday morning, 
for babies and toddlers and their 
parents/carers, still under the banner 
of “Kids at Ferryhill”.       continued next page

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
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September Services
Sunday 1 September 2019

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Giving to Grow: Faith”  
 including the Sacrament 
 of Holy  Communion 
 Sunday Club

Wednesday 4 September

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 8 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Giving to Grow: Action” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 15 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Giving to Grow: Mission” 
 Sunday Club

Sunday 22 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Elisha Taunted” 

Sunday 29 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Judah Humbled”  
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group 
 in the manse

Diary
Conor Fegan Joins Us

I am excited to introduce myself to all 
at Ferryhill Parish. My name is Conor 

Fegan and I am beginning a six month 
placement in Ferryhill at the end of 
August. I am a candidate for full time 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament and 
this will be my first placement. I am a 
native of Newry, Co. Down in Northern 
Ireland and Aberdeen has been my 
home since 2007. The past four years 
have been a whirlwind of different 
experiences and movements towards 
this point where I am training for a 
future as a minister in the Church of 
Scotland.

I am in the process of completing 
a PhD in practical theology at the 
University of Aberdeen and have 
just finished working as a Mission 
Development worker in Ellon Parish 
Church. I hope my experiences and 
academic work will prove useful in my 
time journeying with you in this new 
chapter. My mission as a Christian is 
to serve in whatever way I can to help 
build community among God’s people. 
My calling is to work with people, to 
grow in faith and share the joy and 
power that comes with knowing that 
Jesus loves each one of us equally and 
forever.

The candidate process for becoming 
a minister in the Church of Scotland 
is different for everyone, but the one 
thing that stays the same is that we get 
to spend time in a parish, working and 
journeying with people as we learn 
how we are best placed to serve God 
and each other. 

Over the next six months I am looking 
forward to getting to know you, 
learning, and growing in my own 
ministry. So if you ever want to grab a 
coffee or have a chat just get in touch. 
I will leave you with the prayer of Jesus 
that reminds us that it is by being 
together that our faith grows, we 
become stronger, and we better serve 
the world around us:

The glory that you have given me I 
have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in them and 
you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world 
may know that you have sent me 
and have loved them even as you 
have loved me (John 17:22-23).

Conor

WELCOME

We are delighted to be starting this 
new relationship which we hope will 
be an important support to families in 
our area, and 
that the group 
will become 
as much a part 
of our own 

church family as the original “Kids at 
Ferryhill” has been over the previous 
years. 

Kids At Ferryhill Celebration
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If you’ve attended a Sunday service 
at Ferryhill Church in recent years (or 

watched them on YouTube), you will 
have caught the occasional exchanges 
between two of our fictional members, 
Ada and her husband Andy. This 
month they have made it into print in 
Parish News!

This is an accompaniment to 
letters that are being circulated at 
Ferryhill Parish Church in relation to 
a Stewardship Programme asking 
church members to consider how they 
support the work of the church.

Andy:  Ada, what’s this letter that our 
elder delivered all about?

Ada:  It’s asking us to think about what 
we give to the church.

Andy:  The church? They’re aye asking for 
money.

Ada:  Maybe so, Andy, but without 
people like us giving regularly 
there wouldn’t be a parish church 
in Ferryhill. 

Andy:  I suppose you’re right, Ada —as 
usual!  But what do they do with 
the money?

Ada:  Well, about one third goes to 
a central fund in Edinburgh to 
pay for ministers—otherwise 
many small congregations 
wouldn’t have one. And another 

third goes on our own property 
costs. A church building which is 
nearly 150 years old takes a lot to 
maintain and develop.

Andy:  Especially if it has a big spire that 
costs the earth to repair every few 
years. But aren’t the halls rented 
out to local organisations? That 
should bring in a fair bit of money.

Ada:  Yes, Andy, it does, but that’s the 
only regular source of income 
to the church other than the 
contributions of people like us. 
And some local groups who 
can’t afford to rent have free 
accommodation as part of our 
service to the community...

Andy:  Free accommodation? What do 
they think we are running some 
kind of charity!?

Ada: Well, actually Andy, that is exactly 
what we are! You can find out 
more about these groups and 
others at an exhibition in the 
Coffee Shop in September.

Andy: I’ll have a look when I go in for 
my café latte and bacon roll next 
week. I hope the prices haven’t 
gone up again.

Ada: The Coffee Shop also helps to raise 
money for the church, particularly 
as it is staffed by volunteers like 
most things we do from the Lunch 
Club to the Holiday Club.

ANDY & ADA ON STEWARDSHIP 

The Friendship Team from Ferryhill 
Parish Church are busy organising 

a Conference entitled “Pastoral Care In 
Action” which will be held in Cults Kirk 
Centre on 16 November 2019. 

This is an event that is open to all 
whether a church member or elder or 
interested member of the community, 
and is open to folks and churches 
across the city.

This day conference will include 
local expertise with speakers and 
workshops on areas such as pastoral 
care:

• in the workplace;

• amongst young people;

• for those feeling isolated;

• for those living with dementia;

• for those struggling with 
bereavement.

There will be a small charge to offset 
the costs of what will be a helpful and 
insightful day. Lunch will be provided.

Please keep an eye out for posters or 
on the church web site where you will 
find details about booking your place.

Pastoral Care In Action Conference

Andy: Ooh, our grandchildren fairly 
enjoyed that this year. If only we 
could do that every week!

Ada: Well, if we managed to raise 
enough money perhaps we could 
employ a Children’s and Families 
Worker to build on those links we 
already have?

Andy:  What a grand idea, Ada!
Ada:  Do you mind when we joined the 

Church just before our wedding?
Andy:  How could I forget? Why do you 

ask?
Ada:  Well, at the time we promised 

to give of our time, talents and 
money to support the Church—as 
a way of showing our gratitude to 
God for all that we’ve been given. 
I’m afraid that more than half of 
our fellow members must have 
forgotten that promise since they 
give nothing at all. 

Andy:  You don’t say! Well, maybe we 
could afford to give a bit more 
each month. How about a fiver? 
From the two of us, of course. 

Ada:  Oh, Andy!

Please do pop in during September 
to the Coffee Shop at Ferryhill Kirk to 
see through our exhibition what goes 
on in and through your local parish 
church. You never know, you might 
even meet Andy and Ada!
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October Services
Wednesday 2 October 2019

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 6 October 
Harvest Thanksgiving
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “David’s Care” 
 Sunday Club
12:00 Sacrament of Holy  
 Communion following  
 morning worship
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 13 October

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Message to Churches  
 Part 1”  

Sunday 20 October

19:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Message to Churches 
 Part 2”

Sunday 27 October

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “The Throne of God” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Hall Bookings
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for booking. Details of the 
facilities available can be found on the 
church website.

If you would like to enquire about a 
hall booking please contact the office 
or email our Hall Booking Coordinator: 
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Diary

For many years Ferryhill Parish 
Church as been linked to a 

congregation just outside Blantyre city 
in Malawi: Chigodi CCAP (Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian). 

We try to keep up with what is going 
on in our partner congregation in 
Malawi which can sometimes be 
challenging as there is a lot of regular 
change amongst personnel due to 
the way the church system works in 
the CCAP. Recently, however, we have 
renewed our connections indeed in 
a recent letter from the minister, Rev 
Duncan Kananji, we were told “Our 
session convened on Saturday, 1st 
June, 2019 to discuss and reflect on 
the issues you raised in your email. 
The entire session was very happy 
especially because of the direction 

taken to rebuild our lost glory of the 
partnership. The session in a special 
way offered prayers of thanksgiving for 
getting in touch with you again to this 
far. Indeed no man is an Island that he 
can stand alone.”

They were delighted to hear about 
the Scotland wide campaign to collect 
postage stamps as a fund raising 
project to assist the Chigodi Women’s 
Centre that is located right next door 
to the church and is currently being 
led by Rev Janepher Kananji, who is 
also Duncan’s wife. 

Some of us from Ferryhill Parish Church 
have visited the Chigodi Women’s 
Centre and can attest to the great 
work that goes on through it to assist 
women from local communities to 
acquire the skills they need to develop 
themselves and start to think about 
creating their own businesses.

There is a box in the church where you 
can place any used stamps you may 
have available. 

We also have been getting regular 
updates on the work that is currently 
going on, periodically as funds allow, 
to build a manse for the minister and 
their family. Chigodi CCAP has not had 
a manse which has been quite an issue 
for new ministers moving to serve in 

that church. The pictures 
show some of that work that 
has been going on in the last 
month. 

During July we raised some 
money to help support that 
building work in Chigodi, 
enough for a further 1,800 
bricks to be purchased! 

For the future we hope to 
develop our relationship 
more formally and we will 
keep you up-to-date with 
those plans as they continue. 

Chigodi CCAP
Manse Building 
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Albury Sports Centre

A new sport was opened at Albury 
on our 90th birthday on Saturday 3 

August: Pétanque or French Boules!

The Lord Provost, Mr Barney Crockett, 
was in attendance and he cut the 
ribbon and threw the first boule. 
Several people then tried it out for fun. 
You do not have to know how to play 
to try it, it is easy to learn. We have all 
the equipment at Albury.

If you do not get the opportunity to 
come along and have a try before we 
close for the season on Monday 23 
September, please come back next 
season in April.

The Committee would like to thank all 
volunteers, members and members 
of the public who came along to help 
us celebrate our birthday. It was a 
fantastic day with many people trying 
out all the sports we have on offer.

During the day, King’s Links Golf ran a 
putting competition and the winners’ 
names can be found on their Facebook 
page.

The Allotment Market Stall 
(TAMS)
The Allotment Market Stall (TAMS) 
will be in Duthie Park on Fridays from 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. until 5 October, 
selling locally grown, freshly picked 
fruit and vegetables. 

Do remember to shop locally and give 
TAMS your support.

Ferryhill Community And 
Business Centre

Ferryhill Community and Business 
Centre is celebrating 25 years of 

offering an ever-changing variety of 
activities and events for the residents of 
Ferryhill and the surrounding area.

We currently have classes for under 
5’s which include Jumping Jacks, 2’s 
Group and Mums plus 1. For school age 
children: gymnastics, Taekwondo and 
football and for adults: exercise classes, 
Step, Yoga, Pilates, Taekwondo, Tai Chi 
and Clubbersize.

We have previously had a gentle 
exercise class for the over 60’s, with a 
cuppa and a chat afterwards, this ran up 
until just the end of last year.

We would like to celebrate 25 years in 
the community by providing something 
for the over 60’s and the retired in our 
area. We would like to offer a social club 
on a Thursday afternoon. What have 
we to offer? Why not come along on 
Thursday 5 September at 2 p.m. for 
coffee and cake to discuss what your 
interests are. We can then compile a 
programme for a varied and interesting 
afternoon for everyone.

We look forward to seeing you all and 
hearing your ideas.

Pilates

Marie Law has been teaching 
Pilates around Aberdeen for the 

last 3 years. From 12 August she will 
be running two classes at Ferryhill 
Church, both mixed level classes with 
a maximum of 10 people. In Pilates it is 
always possible to give various options 
for the same exercise so that within 
a class people can work at their own 
level. Marie has undertaken additional 
training so that she can work with Ante 
& Post natal clients and also ‘Pilates for 
Osteoporosis’.  The classes run as six 
week blocks usually around the school 
term dates.  

Particularly for Beginners it is worth 
committing to a block to learn the 

basics. All classes are 55 minutes 
and small equipment such as balls, 
resistance bands and blocks are 
provided.

Details

Monday 11:15 a.m. Mixed Level  
(this class is currently full)

Monday 12:30 p.m. Mixed Level  
(spaces available)

£48 for 6 week block

For further information please contact 
Marie via Law4Pilates@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07450052060
www.facebook.com/Law4Pilates

Taoist Tai Chi

Taoist Tai ChiTM arts are specifically 
designed to improve health.

They are distinguished at the physical 
level by stretching, full range of motion 
and the continuous turning of the waist 
and spine. The movements exercise 
the whole physiology; including the 
tendons, joints, connective tissue and 
internal organs. At the mental and 
spiritual level, they are a method of 
‘taming the heart’ and developing 
an attitude of calm, compassion and 
reduced self-centredness both during 
practice and in daily life. They are 
beneficial to everyone, regardless of 
physical condition.

Beginners Classes start at Ferryhill 
Parish Church Hall on Tuesday 3 
September 2019 from 9.30–11 a.m. 
Also at Carnegie Hall, Skene Place, Dyce 
AB21 7AY on Wednesday 4 September 
2019 from 7–9 p.m. Come along and try.

Community News Update

http://www.facebook.com/Law4Pilates
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Supporting Child 
Bereavement UK

Susie Roberts (now Ember), who 
many of you will remember from 

her days in the Sunday School and 
Guides at Ferryhill Parish Church and 
whose two children are regulars at 
the Summer Club when here for the 
holidays, is taking part in the Alpine 
Challenge in aid of Child Bereavement 
UK and is seeking sponsorship. 

On her Facebook page she writes 
‘My dear friend Clara Francis and her 
husband, the actor Jason Watkins, 
experienced the most devastating 
bereavement when their two and a 
half year old daughter Maude died 
suddenly of undiagnosed sepsis. To 
raise vital funds for Child Bereavement 

UK and mark its 25th year of providing 
support to bereaved parents and 
children, we have teamed up with a 
group which will be summiting 3 peaks 
in 3 countries in 3 days in the Alps. We 
will be climbing peaks in Italy, France 
and Switzerland, reaching altitudes over 
twice as high as Ben Nevis. 

Child Bereavement UK is a wonderful 
organisation and really does make a 
huge difference to bereaved families. 
If you would like to sponsor Susie, she 
would be so grateful. Just go to the 
following web page:  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
clarasusie Ferryhill Parish Church 

Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Church Office  
Mon, Tue & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed & Thur 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 949192
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

November Services
Sunday 3 November 2019
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “The New Jerusalem”  
 Sunday Club
12:00 Sacrament of Holy  
 Communion following  
 morning worship
18:00 Remembrance Book Service 
 at which we add new names  
 to our Remembrance Book  
 of those who have died  
 during the last year, all are  
 welcome to attend.

Wednesday 6 November

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 10 November

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Remembrance”  
 Sunday Club 
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 17 November

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Faith Heroes” 
 Sunday Club

Sunday 24 November

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Changing The Divine Mind”
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Diary

Do You Shop Online?
If you do then please consider using 
the EasyFundraising website as your 
conduit to many online retailers. If 
you do so, picking Ferryhill Parish 
Church as your recognised charity, 
then we get a small donation from 
the retailer (there is no difference 

to your cost) when you buy. It is an 
easy and free way to help us. You can 
learn more from the website: www.
easyfundraising.org.uk.

Our supporters to date have raised 
over £800 in this way. Thank you!

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/clarasusie 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/clarasusie 
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BASE Station : U

What an amazing time we had at this year’s 

Summer Holiday Club! In Base Station: U 

Professors Finkin-Binkin and Lorra-Brain used their 

new invention D.E.S.M.O.N.D. to shrink themselves 

so that they could experience the five different 

senses from inside the body! We learnt a lot about 

those senses and how we can use them well. We learnt how 

Jesus used all the senses to help people and we made many fun crafts, 

learnt some new songs and played lots of games. 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers in the team who make the Summer Holiday Club possible 

and to you parents for supporting it, particularly for those who made additional donations this year. We no   

  longer receive a grant from the City Council as we have done in previous years to help underwrite   

      the week, so those donations are very useful.

            Onwards to next year...


