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Minister’s Message

Amid the belated 
social upheaval 

of the civil rights 
movement in the 
United States of 
America, in 1963 
the incomparable 
Bob Dylan brought us these words:

Come gather ‘round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You’ll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin’
Then you better start swimmin’
Or you’ll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin’.

We have a natural tendency to look 
back over past events and identify 
particular times as especially 
important in our social history: times 
when a big shift took place. These 
are the sign posts along the route 
of history that mark how the times 
are a-changin’. The reality, of course, 
is that we are changing all the time, 
it is just that we may not realise it or 
recognise it as such in the moment.

It is something I always mention 
when showing people around 
Ferryhill Kirk: this looks like a building 
that has always been here in the 
same way, when it has actually 
developed and changed over its life 
to better meet our needs. This was 
in my mind when thinking about 
the devastating fire in the roof of the 
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Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris in 
April. Some of what was destroyed 
was ancient, such as the roof timbers, 
but much else was far younger such 
as the spire. There have been various 
discussions about what form any 
renovations and repairs should take. 
My own hope is that the opportunity 
is taken not to restore what was, but 
rather to create something new and 
fit for the needs of today.

The congregation in Blantyre of 
which I was previously minister knew 
the tragedy of losing their church 
building when in the late 1970s, 
similarly, the roof was set ablaze 
while work was going on to repair 
the roof. In an ex-mining community 
with widespread subsidence this 
weakened the structure so much 
that the old building had to be taken 
down and replaced with a modern 
building. Sad, but the new building 
was actually much more appropriate 
for a new generation. 

At the time of writing I am preparing 
to attend the annual General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
in Edinburgh, which will be over 
by the time this reaches you. 
There are three hugely important 
reports coming to this year’s 
General Assembly, all of which 
are trying to help the institution 
of the national Kirk come to 
terms with the changin’ times in 
which we serve and minister in 
our communities. 

Rather than denying the rising 
waters, about which Dylan sang, 
and the big changes we all see 
around us, these reports are 
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trying to bring new tools that may 
be able to remove the stones that 
weigh us down and prevent us from 
adapting to the needs of the church 
in modern Scotland and the place we 
can serve in society today, which is 
quite different to what it would have 
been a couple or more generations 
ago.

There is more about this inside this 
issue. This is a subject that the Kirk 
Session of Ferryhill Parish Church is 
taking seriously as we think about 
our future in these changin’ times.

In the meantime, 
have a super 
summer 
everyone!



Congregational Meeting

The Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held on Sunday  23 June 

in the Large Hall following morning 
worship. 

A light summer lunch will be served 
followed by presentations by each of 
the four Ministry Teams sharing the 
achievements of the past year, and 
plans for the future which are being 
developed by the Ferryhill 150 Team, 
with an opportunity for discussion. 

All members of the congregation 
and any others interested to hear 
more are encouraged to attend to 
share in celebrating our ministry and 
mission with a time of socialising and 
fellowship.

Quiz Night

Our very popular Quiz Night will 
take place on Friday 7 June, 7 

p.m. for 7:30 p.m. in the Large Hall. 
Tickets cost £5 per person and are now 
on sale in the Coffee Shop.  You can 
organise your teams of four in advance 
or wait until the evening and join a 
team when you arrive. Don’t forget to 
choose an appropriate name for your 
team. 

Light refreshments will be served, but 
please bring you own bottle to enjoy. 
A raffle will be drawn and donations 
are most welcome. There will be a final 
chance to buy tickets for a beautiful 
patchwork quilt and the winning ticket 
will be drawn at the Quiz Night. 

This event is always great fun for the 
whole family while raising funds for 
the Church Development Fund, so do 
consider coming along.

The Church Development Fund is 
a new fund we set up last year that 
will be used in the future to help us 
develop Ferryhill Kirk to better meet 
our communities needs.

New Members

On Easter Sunday we welcomed 
three new members by profession 

of faith with the admission to 
membership of David Banks, Katherine 
Johnston and Sophia Johnston.  

If you are interested in finding out 
more about Ferryhill Kirk, please do 
check our website or get in touch with 
our minister.

Dates For The Diary
Looking ahead to the Autumn, you 
may want to add these future dates to 
the diary for church events:

Bingo Night at the Ashvale will take 
place on Friday 11 October and is sure 
to be another hilarious night as it was 
last year.

Christmas Fair will be held at the 
Church on Saturday 30 November 
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Summer Club For Primary  
Aged Children

The Summer Club team is busy in 
preparations for this year’s Summer 

Holiday Club which will take place in 
the week beginning Monday 5 August. 
Online booking of places will shortly 
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be going live so look out for that. 

This year’s Summer Holiday Club is 
titled “Base Station: U” and will use the 
different senses of the body to embark 
on a journey of self-discovery with 
Professor Finkin-Binkin and Professor 
Lorra-Brain and their amazing 
shrinking machine: D.E.S.M.O.N.D.  

Through the week we will be exploring 
what it means to love God, love our 
neighbours and love ourselves, and 
how our actions impact others.

It is sure to be another fun, creative 
and inspiring week. If you are able to 
help out during the week, even if only 
for one or two days, then please do 
get in touch with us at summerclub@
ferryhillparishchurch.org. 

Weekly E-News 

We are now providing a weekly 
update via email on news of what 

is coming up at Ferryhill Parish Church. 
This is a great way to keep up-to-date 
with what is going on.

If you wish to sign up please go to the 
church website and follow the link on 
the right hand side of the home page 
to the Weekly News.
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June Services
Sunday 2 June 2019

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Woe To You”  
 including the Sacraments 
 of Baptism and  Holy  
 Communion 
 Sunday Club

Wednesday 5 June

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 9 June (Pentecost)

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “The Spirit Comes” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 16 June

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “The Mission To Gentiles” 
 Sunday Club

Sunday 23 June

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Paul Proclaims Christ”  
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 30 June

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Baptised Into Christ”  
 including presentations 
 for Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group 
 in the manse

Diary

Pastoral Care In Action 
Day Conference

The Friendship Team are organising 
a one-day event titled “Pastoral 

Care in Action” on Saturday 16 
November at Cults Kirk Centre from 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

We have invited speakers who are 
working actively in various fields 
of pastoral care, including in the 
workplace, among young people, 
in hospital, among people with 
dementia, and those approaching the 
end of their lives. 

We all encounter situations in our 
everyday lives when we could be more 
caring for others; this day conference 
will be an opportunity to learn 
something new, improve our caring 
skills and discuss issues with others. 

All are welcome to attend, not 
just church elders and visitors but 
everyone both within and outwith the 
Kirk. 

We will be extending the invitation 
to other congregations. It should be 
a stimulating day. We will have more 
details in the next issue of Parish News 
with information at that stage about 
how to book a place.

Coffee Shop

Please remember that the Coffee 
Shop at Ferryhill Kirk is open every 

morning throughout the summer, 
Monday to Saturday from 9:30 a.m.

Stewardship
Stewardship means making the best 
use of what resources we have for the 
greater good. In the Church it means 
using our time, talents and money to 
care for the Church in physical ways 
such as maintenance of buildings and 
facilities, but more importantly to 
allow the people of the Church to carry 
out their mission doing God’s work 
within the congregation, the local 
community and the wider world. 

From time to time, we need to 
refocus on aspects of Stewardship 
and this Autumn we will run a special 
programme to review our Financial 
Giving. As members, friends and 
supporters, we need to consider 
whether we are able to contribute 
enough financially to sustain all that 
we already do and allow our Church 
to flourish and evolve to face future 
challenges. We get no State or central 
funding from the Church of Scotland; 
we are self-sufficient. In fact we 
contribute resources financially to the 
wider church to help congregations in, 
for instance, less affluent or rural areas.

How much do we appreciate all 
that our Church stands for, all that it 
supports and the actions we take? 
How do we value the activities of the 
many groups that take place in our 
premises over the year, that cater for 
the young, the elderly, the fit, the 
not so fit, the lonely, the sociable 
and much else in between? What are 
the benefits to the individuals, our 
community and society in general? 

After the summer, we plan to have 
a poster display of some of these 
Church-based groups to let you know 
what goes on, and answer some of 
these questions. So do look out for it, 
and consider its relevance. 
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Recognising that the Church of 
Scotland is a body that is always 

reforming itself (this is part of our 
history: reformata semper reformanda, 
reformed and always reforming), last 
year at the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland a group called 
the Council of Assembly brought a 
ten year plan for the national church 
to those gathered for their approval. 
Alas, the proposal brought by the 
Council of Assembly was big on 
management speak but short on 
action and real change. The General 
Assembly, recognising that the Kirk 
is in need of some major changes to 
how it works and operates in order 
to become more flexible and fleet of 
foot to meet the needs of our diverse 
society, resoundingly rejected this ten 
year plan as too timid. It instructed 
the Council of Assembly to come back 
with a “Radical Action Plan” that would 
stimulate change over the next few 
years.

The crisis of confidence between 
the Council of Assembly and the 
General Assembly prompted a 
Special Commission to be set up to 
think about the role of the Council 
of Assembly and the Trustees of the 
Church of Scotland as a whole. Note 

that each individual congregation is its 
own charity with its own set of Charity 
Trustees, but that the over-arching 
national body is also a charity with 
trustees that supports and enables 
the local church. This Commission is 
reporting too and recommending 
further big changes to the way the 
national Church and regional Church 
operates.

In addition to this, the General Trustees 
of the Church of Scotland, the body 
in which the property of the whole 
church, including church buildings 
and manses, has also been working 
on plans to reduce the vast portfolio 
of properties (around 3,000) under its 
ownership in order to have, as they put 
it, “well equipped spaces in the right 
places”. 

These three major reports coming 
to the General Assembly this year 
combined do indeed provide a much 
more radical and far-reaching set 
of proposals that provide real steps 
towards redistributing decision 
making and resource allocation from 
the central church to regional and 
local levels.

This is important in enabling 
congregations to experiment 
together and try new forms of being 

A RADICAL ACTION PLAN

Pushing Out the Boat, North-East 
Scotland’s unique literary and arts 

journal, publishes high-quality prose, 
poetry and art selected from 
a unique blend of the global 
and the local. In its pages are 
thrillingly gathered artists and 
writers from all around the 
world, as well as just around 
the corner, creating a linguistic 
mix that welcomes Doric, 
Scots, and a world of eclectic 
Englishes that help to bring us 
a’thegither. 

The team producing Pushing Out The 
Boat maintain a strong commitment 
to first time writers and artists; and 

Pushing Out The Boat
to outreach, by supplying copies 
to worthy causes, local libraries 
and schools – the latter specially to 

encourage young contributors. 

They aspire to offer readers 
the very best regional literary 
magazine in Scotland. 

Issue 15 was launched at the 
Phoenix Hall, Newton Dee 
Village and is now available 
in the Coffee Shop at Ferryhill 
Kirk priced £5.00. For more 
information: https://www.
pushingouttheboat.co.uk/.

church, of renewing a sense of mission 
to serve God through serving our 
communities, freeing up resources 
in terms of people, skills, finance and 
property, and removing the burdens 
that much of the current institution 
demands administratively.

How the commissioners to this 
year’s General Assembly react to the 
proposals will be known by the time 
you read this, but alas not at the time 
of writing. 

The reports are all available via the 
Church of Scotland’s website if you 
wish to read the content in detail. 
They are contained in the Blue Book, 
the combined reports to the General 
Assembly which you can find here: 
https://tinyurl.com/yxv9munu.

https://www.pushingouttheboat.co.uk/
https://www.pushingouttheboat.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/yxv9munu
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July Services
Wednesday 3 July 2019

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Friday 5 July

09:30 Ferryhill Primary School 
 Summer Service with   
 presentations for school  
 leavers

Sunday 7 July
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Susanna” 
12:00 Sacrament of Holy  
 Communion following  
 morning worship

Sunday 14 July

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “The Mystery Of Bel”  

Sunday 21 July

19:00 Worship for all ages 
 “The Stuffed Dragon”

Sunday 28 July

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Laments And Hopes”

Hall Bookings
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for booking. Details of the 
facilities available can be found on the 
church website.

If you would like to enquire about a 
hall booking please contact the office 
or email our Hall Booking Coordinator: 
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Diary

This summer at Ferryhill 
Kirk we are going 

to reclaim some of the 
original Apocryphal Tales. 
You may have heard that 
expression used in common 
language to describe a 
story which comes from a 
rather dubious source or 
which you cannot verify to 
be factual but yet contains 
a core of truth about 
someone or something. 

Did you know that the expression 
comes from the Bible? More 
specifically, the Apocrypha is the title 
given to a collection of books that are 
found in the Greek language version of 
the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament), 
which is called the Septuagint, and 
a number of other ancient Latin 
versions of the Scriptures. However, 
in the development of the Bible as 
we know it in many churches today 
these books and chapters are absent. 
Either they are missing entirely or they 
are collected together into a separate 
section between the Old Testament 
and the New Testament. The reason 
they are missing in many versions 
is because of decisions made many 
centuries ago at various Councils 
about which books and writings to 
include in the ‘canon’ and what would 
not make the mark.

‘Apocrypha’ means ‘hidden things’, 
which makes some sense as this 
collection is perhaps not so readily 
available, but it misleadingly gives the 
impression that these are somehow 
secret. They are not. In many parts 
of the Christian Church, such as the 
Roman Catholic Church the writings 
contained in the Apocrypha are 
commonly used and accepted as part 
of the ‘canon’ of scripture.

In the Church of Scotland we have 
tended not to spend a lot of time 

on these extra texts and stories. This 
summer we are going to correct that a 
little by spending six Sundays on some 
additional stories that feature Daniel—
he of the famous Lion’s Den—and the 
story of Tobit. 

We will meet Susanna in a story 
that despite the passing of over 
two thousand years is devastatingly 
relevant as we come to terms with the 
revelations of abuse towards women 
that the #MeToo movement has 
brought into the open. 

We will see Daniel channelling 
Detectives Columbo and Poirot to 
uncover the mystery of Bel, and even, 
to satisfy any post-Game of Thrones 
funk find Daniel dealing with a dragon.

The fascinating and convoluted story 
of Tobit and his son Tobias and his 
close encounter with the ‘black widow’  
Sarah, will round off our brief look at 
some of these apocryphal tales. 

Do join us over the summer to find out 
more. 

Summer Worship: 
Apocryphal Tales
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Last Autumn we heard the sad news 
that Traidcraft PLC, the Fair Trade 

company from whom we buy all 
our Fairtrade products, might have 
to cease trading, mainly due to the 
decrease in the value of the pound 
sterling following the Brexit vote. 
Traidcraft asked all its supporters to 
keep buying as many products as 
possible while they wrestled with 
the difficulties involved in trying 
to continue the business, albeit on 
a smaller scale. Those supporters, 
including many folk here in Ferryhill, 
responded magnificently and 
Traidcraft was able to create a new 
business model relevant to the 21st 
century and to continue to trade.

Last week we received our long 
awaited supply of Spring/Summer 
catalogues—a welcome sight on 
the stall. There are fewer products, 
especially amongst the craft items, 
but Traidcraft have worked hard to 
ensure that producers with whom 
they had had a long relationship 
received full payment for all their 
deliveries and helped them to find 
new markets for their products. 
There are still lots of food and drink 
products, including the old favourites 
like tea, coffee and chocolate and 
some new products have been added 
like Tropical Wholefood organic 
snack bars and sustainably sourced 
canned fish. The catalogue also 
contains a lot of information about 

where and by whom the products are 
grown or made. Traidcraft has also 
been considering how they can use 
even more environmentally friendly 
wrapping and packaging.

Traidcraft stands for changing 
people’s lives through fair trade, 
saving vanishing traditional skills from 
extinction, & celebrating a world of 
creativity and culture through quality 
fair trade products. Traidcraft are the 
original fair trade pioneers in the 
UK, advocating the importance of 
organic farming, sustainability and 
transparency to the lives of growers 
and artisans around the world. They 
were founded back in 1976 and 
the organisation has been far more 

successful than the early pioneers 
could have hoped for. In 1992 they co-
founded the Fairtrade Foundation, and 
helped establish the standards that 
underpin today’s well-known Fairtrade 
Mark. Fairtrade is now mainstream and 
it’s here to stay.

What of the future? As with many 
businesses, there may be turbulence 
ahead as we wait to find out if we are 
leaving the EU with or without a deal. 
But Traidcraft will continue to fight 
for Trade Justice in order to eradicate 
the incredible power imbalances in 
international trade, Social Justice 
to bring equality to all regardless 
of gender, religion, opportunity, 
background heritage or experience 
and Environmental Justice to tackle 
the killer effects that climate change is 
having on vulnerable producers across 
the developing world.

As one coffee farmer told Traidcraft, 
each year the co-operative is having 
to plant its coffee bushes further up 
the mountain to escape the rampant 
infestations plaguing the valleys due 
to the warmer weather. At some point, 
he told them, you run out of mountain, 
and what does he do then?

Please continue to support Traidcraft 
buy buying products from the stall, 
catalogue or website and by becoming 
involved in their campaigns. 

Fairtrade Summer 2019 Update

Ferryburn Fellowship
Over the last couple of years we 

have been running a joint youth 
group between South Holburn Parish 
Church and Ferryhill Parish Church. 
This has been a great success and 
a lot of fun under the leadership of 
our minister, Peter, working with the 
Children’s and Youth Worker from 
South Holburn, Victoria Kleinsorge, 
and Carolyn Johnston. Thanks also to 
the volunteers who come along on 

Sunday evenings to assist. 

The past year was marked by our 
efforts again to support Sleep In The 
Park, and we have spent time after 
some loud and competitive games of 
Newcombe Ball discussing many issues 
from climate change to politics, from 
what makes us who we are to how 
fairtrade works. And our famous pizza 
and movie nights!

This summer we will be sorry to see 
some of our regulars move on to new 
stages of their lives with Alexander 
Anderson, Andrew Johnstone, 
Katherine & Sophia Johnston all 
heading off to further studies away 
from Aberdeen. We wish them well.

We also invite those who are 
secondary school age (and a wee bit 
more) to join us. 
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Community News
Albury Sports Centre

In August the Albury Outdoor Sports 
Centre celebrates its 90th birthday.  

A Celebration event will be held 
on Saturday 3 August and some 
“happenings” are being planned, 
including a Putting Competition, 
sponsored by a local businessman who 
remembers as a boy playing on what is 
now the only 18 hole putting green in 
Aberdeen!  

A lot of research is being done to 
find out about the Centre’s past 
development which will be on display 
and should be very interesting to 
local history buffs. There will be 
refreshments, free use of all facilities 
and the surprise launch (it is hoped) of 
a new sport at the Centre.

2019 Summer Events  
In Duthie Park

Duthie Park will once again play host 
to the BP Big Screens this year on 

Tuesday 2 July. Soak up free culture 
on your doorstep and watch a free, 
live screening of Bizet’s great opera, 
Carmen. The Royal Opera’s fresh take 
on this much-loved opera features 
flamenco dancers, bull fighters—and a 
gorilla. The performance starts at 7 p.m. 
with pre-screening at 6:30 p.m.

You are welcome to bring picnics and 
your own portable seating; however 
no glassware, cans, barbecues or naked 
flames are allowed. A selection of hot 
and cold soft drinks and light snacks 
will be available to purchase. Please 
dress appropriately for the anticipated 
weather conditions. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Duthie Park Rangers

The Duthie Park Rangers are planning 
an Environment Event on 28 July from 
12 noon to 4 p.m. Join the Rangers and 
Special Guests for an afternoon of fun.

The Rangers will also be running 
a variety of fun, environmentally 
themed workshops during the summer 
holidays for primary age children. The 
programme for the workshops will be 
available on Monday 17 June. 

For more information and to be added 
to the mailing list then please send an 
email to DuthieParkRangerService@
aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Open Day

The Friends of Duthie Park Open Day 
will take place on 18 August 2019 from 
12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Church Office  
Mon, Tue & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed & Thur 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 949192
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

August Services
Sunday 4 August
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Tobias Travels” 
12:00 Sacrament of Holy  
 Communion following  
 morning worship

Sunday 11 August

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Base Station: U”  
 Summer Club Service 

Sunday 18 August

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Tobias Returns”

Sunday 25 August

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Samson and Delilah” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group BBQ— 
 Families are welcome to join  
 us for this opening night 
 of the new session

Diary



Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).

BASE Station : U
A Summer Holiday Club for those in Primary 1-7

Mon 5 — Fri 9 and Sun 11 August 2019
10 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Ferryhill Parish Church

A fantastic week of  exploring the senses, fun stories, 
shrinking machines, laughter, crafts, games and songs

with Professors Finkin-Binkin and Lorra-Brain!

Register your child online at 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org


