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Minister’s Message

Some of you 
may have had a 

surprise when you 
came into the church 
recently to see… a 
life-sized Tardis! The 
Summer Club made 
a return once again as we became 
Time Trekkers, with the Tardis 
bringing people from the Bible’s past 
and from different parts of the world 
today to tell us their stories.  

The group I worked with were called 
the Time Lords. It reminded me, 
of course, of the TV programme in 
which Doctor Who is depicted as 
a Time Lord.  He can travel outside 
time to and from different periods 
of history: one moment in ancient 
Pompeii then the futuristic planet 
called Ood then World War II. My 
favourite episode is “Blink” where the 
stone angel statues take you back to 

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

the past. It was in this episode that 
Doctor Who tried to explain time 
travel saying, “People assume that 
time is a strict progression of cause 
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Inside...

to effect; but actually from a non-
linear, non-subjective viewpoint, it’s 
more like a big ball of wibbly-wobbly, 
timey-whimey stuff.”  Eh?!  

There is a real life Doctor Who—God.  
God is outside time as God knows 
of the past, present and the future. 
Not only is God the master of time, 
God is also Lord of space—the vast 
universe. As every Doctor Who fan 
knows, the space inside the Tardis is 
much bigger than the outside and, 
to me, this reflects the grace of God 
as mentioned in Romans 5:20b “But 
where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more.”  That simple truth may 
be hard to understand but God’s 
grace is far greater than anything 
that tries to undermine it.  We may 
be restricted by time but God has all 
the time in the world.  We can trust 
in God for God is the same yesterday, 
today and forever.  

Mary Whittaker
Probationary Minister

Ferryhill Parish Church uses a 
resource called “Spill The Beans” 

which guides our themes for Sunday 
services. It gives lots of great ideas and 
resources for all ages. Plus it is edited 
by our minister, Peter, and Mary, our 
probationer minister, is also one of the 
team that write for it!

For the next year Spill the Beans has 
created its own lectionary (a plan of 
bible readings) which will explore 
parts of the Bible we sometimes miss 

out on. This lectionary was created 
using feedback from congregations 
across Scotland, the UK, Canada, the 
United States, Australia and New 
Zealand and it will give us a different 
journey through the Bible from August 
2018 through to November of 2019.

Do come and join us on that journey. 
You will be very welcome. And 
remember that you can also join us on 
our web stream via YouTube.

Spilling The Beans



Doors Open Day

Ferryhill Parish Church will once 
again be participating in the Doors 

Open Day between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. on Saturday 8 September 2018. 
Entrance is free. You are welcome 
to simply wander yourself or have a 
guided tour.

The church is rich in local history 
and items of interest. If you live in 
Ferryhill, this is a great opportunity to 
learn more about this lovely part of 
Aberdeen. We also have items relating 
to our local military history.

An audio or written tour guide is also 
available.

2018 saw the 30th anniversary of the 
terrible Piper Alpha oil rig disaster 
in which 167 people died. Our 
memorial Chapel has within it the 
Piper Alpha memorial stained glass 
window and the Aberdeen City Book 
of Condolence. Ferryhill Parish Church 
was also the venue for the Occidental 
memorial service held shortly after 
the disaster. Occidental were the rig 
owners at the time of the disaster.

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club starts again on 
Tuesday 4 September at 12.30 

p.m.  New members over the age of 
50 will be made very welcome, as will 
our regular members.  The club meets 
every Tuesday during school term time 
and the price of the two course meal 
will be £4. Tea and coffee is also served.

Walking To Ferryhill Church

You may recall that in the winter 
edition of Parish News there was 

an article about a painting “Walking 
to Church, Ferryhill” by local artist 
Kathleen Bremner. This painting was 
raffled as part of our fundraising 
efforts. The draw was made at the Quiz 
Night on 1 June and the painting was 
won by Mary Thom, who had bought 
one of the few remaining tickets that 
very evening. Mary was thrilled to win, 

as she knows the artist personally and 
already has one of her prints.

For those of you who were 
disappointed not to win, prints of 
the picture, measuring 25 x 25 cm, 
unframed, are now for sale at £15. 

The prints will be available most 
Sundays after the Church service or 
at a mutually suitable time and place, 
by arrangement. Please Contact: 
Ann Ralph; Tel: 01224 749521; email: 
agralph@btinternet.com. 

Church Bowling Club

After a successful summer Ferryhill 
Church won the Churches Bowling 

League. Congratulations to all the 
team who were involved!

The indoor group starts again in the 
church hall on Wednesday 3 October 
at 1.30 p.m. This is open to all, whether 
you are a newcomer to the game or an 
old hand.
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Sunday Club

Over the past years we have been 
blessed by the contributions 

of some of our church members 
who have diligently prepared and 
welcomed children to the Sunday Club 
that meets during morning worship for 
children from 3 years up to the end of 
primary school. In particular we thank 
Cecilia Young for all she has done as 
she steps down from that role.

As we start a new year after the 
summer holiday, it does mean we 
are looking for some extra help and 
support so that we can continue to 
provide a supportive, encouraging 
and engaging time for younger ones 
who come to Ferryhill Kirk. We use a 
resource called Spill the Beans that 
provides many ideas to get started.

If you would be interested in getting 
involved, please contact Peter 
Johnston (01224 949192), pjohnston@
churchofscotland.org.uk. 
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September Services
Sunday 2 September 2018

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “What Are We Doing?”  
 including Holy Communion 
 Sunday Club

Wednesday 5 September

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 9 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Paradise Lost” 
 Sunday Club 
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group 

Sunday 16 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Cain and Abel” 
 Sunday Club

Sunday 23 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Unfailing Grace”

Sunday 30 September

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Babel’s Gateway” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group at the manse

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an extensive 
suite of rooms and halls available for 
let. Details of the facilities available can 
be found on the church website.

If you would like to enquire about a 
hall let please contact the office or 
email our Hall Booking Coordinator: 
bookings@ferryhillparishchurch.org. 

Diary
Holy Communion

In the reformed church, of which 
we are a part as a presbyterian 

church, there are only two 
Sacraments: Baptism (christening) and 
Communion. A sacrament is an action 
linked to something Jesus did himself.

Over many years we have been in the 
pattern of celebrating the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion during morning 
worship only a few times per year. This 
is a long Church of Scotland tradition. 
The Worship Team has decided to 
change this. Over the next year we will 
trial having a monthly celebration of 
Holy Communion. This will always be 
on the first Sunday in the month. 

Our Communion celebration will 
take one of two forms. In October, 
December, February, April, May, July 
and August we will have a shorter 
celebration following the morning 
service. Everyone is invited to stay. 

The full celebration of Holy 
Communion, as part of the morning 
service, will take place on the first 
Sunday of September, November, 
January, March and June. We will 
always note these in the Diary in each 
issue of Parish News.

Ferryburn Fellowship  
Youth Group

For those in Primary 7 upwards, 
Ferryhill and South Holburn 

churches have a combined youth 
group which usually meets on the 
second and fourth Sundays of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. (during term time).

We begin with some time to catch up, 
play some pool or newcomb ball, and 
have a cup of hot chocolate or tea/
coffee. Then we take some time to talk 
about an issue in a bit more detail. 

We also have regular film and pizza 
nights which are always fun. Check the 
diary pages for dates. If you want to 
come along for a first time, you will be 
very welcome. 

Remembrance Book Service

This year’s Remembrance Book 
Service will be held on Sunday 4 

November at 6 p.m. At this service we 
add the names of those who have died 
during the past year with a connection 
to Ferryhill, according to their family’s 
wishes. 

As part of the service we read all the 
names that have been added. The 
service is also appropriate for anyone 
who would like to take a moment to 
remember a loved one. It is open to 
all and during the service there will 
be an opportunity to light a candle in 
memory of your loved one.

The Remembrance Book is available to 
view every day, and each morning it 
is turned to the relevant page for that 
day.

South Holburn Parish 
Church

We are very pleased for our friends 
at South Holburn Parish Church, 

our neigbouring congregation, as they 
prepare to welcome a new minister, 
Rev David Stewart. David has been 
minister at Oldmachar Church in 
Bridge of Don for the last six years and 
was in Portlethen before that. 

The Induction Service for David should 
take place at South Holburn Parish 
Church on Thursday 27 September at 
7 p.m. 
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In our series of “Getting to Know You” 
interviews, we meet Alexander, who is 
one of the young people who attend 
Ferryhill Parish Church.

Can you tell our readers a bit about 
yourself?

I’m a 6th year pupil at Albyn, having 
sat my Higher exams in May (waiting 
on results as I write…). After school I 
hope to go to university and study law. 
At school, I’m involved in our Model 
UN and Debating societies, activities 
which I really enjoy. I enjoy watching 
football (playing it perhaps less so…) 
and have a season ticket at Pittodrie. I 
have written for the school magazine, 
and also have a keen interest in 
politics.

How long have you been coming to 
Ferryhill Church?

A wee while now! I first came to 
Ferryhill Church with my dad about 10 
years ago.

What activities are you involved in 
at the church?

At the moment I’m a part of the 
Church’s youth group, Ferryburn 
Fellowship. This is a good way to chat 
about important issues in an informal 
setting. The film nights never go amiss 
either… It was as part of this group 
that five of us took part in a charity 
sleep out in Edinburgh last December. 
The temperature that night sunk as 
low as -9°C, the coldest Edinburgh 
got across that entire month! Despite 
the bitter cold, it was good to do 

something worthwhile for a great 
cause.

In addition to this, we also meet in the 
upper room during the service on a 
Sunday, which is also a good way to 
catch up with folk and to discuss the 
themes and ideas being discussed in 
the Church that week.

I’m also involved in other things. For 
the last 5 years I’ve helped out at 
the Summer Club, and did so again 
this year. This can be tiring but very 
worthwhile!

Some young folk think that the 
church is very old fashioned. Do you 
agree?

Overall, the Church has done a fairly 
good job of modernising and services 
cater to everyone. Quite a few of the 
traditional hymns have been replaced 
with songs that might appeal more to 
younger people, for example. Also, we 
use a lot of modern technologies both 
during the services, for presentations 

Getting To Know You...
and live streaming to YouTube, but also 
for all kinds of communication: email, 
website, Facebook, online bookings 
and so on.

However, the things most commonly 
seen as old fashioned are probably the 
most important parts of a service—
such as the sermon. It’d be hard to do 
a lot to change the way those sorts of 
things are. That being said, the services 
at Ferryhill are always interesting and 
thought provoking, so I’m not sure 
they’re too old fashioned.

What could the church do better to 
interest young people?

At Ferryhill, the Church does well to 
cater for people of all ages through 
things like the Sunday Club. In the 
past few years the addition of the Cosy 
House has been very useful in ensuring 
that the Church continues to engage 
with young people. I also think that 
everyone - particularly the youngest 
members of the congregation - are 
encouraged to get involved in services. 
Certainly my wee siblings are very 
keen to get involved with the all age 
message!

If you could ask God two questions, 
what would they be?

Why does humanity so often resort to 
war and violence to settle disputes?

Why do people so often fail to 
treat those less fortunate with the 
compassion they deserve?

Thank you, Alexander, and good 
luck with those Higher results!

Update On School Playground Appeal
The fundraising for a new creative plan 
for Ferryhill School’s playground is 
now underway and we are delighted 
to report that a total of £25,512 (at 
the time of writing) has been raised 
through community support of the 
sponsored run, summer raffle and local 
business contributions. This has allowed 

the transformation to begin and you 
may have noticed some changes if you 
have passed by the school. However, 
there is still quite a long way to go 
to reach the target of £38,000. The 
excitement of the pupils as they see the 
changes coming is very real and there is 
a very thankful spirit for all the support.
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October Services
Wednesday 4 October 2018

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 7 October  
Harvest Thanksgiving
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Bless The Lord” 
 Sunday Club
12:00 Holy Communion  
 (after service)
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 14 October

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Joseph, The Dreamer”  

Sunday 21 October

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Joseph, The Cynic”

Sunday 28 October

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Joseph, The Reconciler” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Diary

Ferryhill Primary School has been 
awarded the School of the Year 

at the NSPCC Childhood Champion 
Awards. Pupils from the school 
attended the ceremony in London and 
received a certificate signed by HRH 
The Countess of Wessex, the NSPCC’s 
patron.

The school received this award for their 
enormous commitment and support 
to the NSPCC by raising an amazing 
£3,831 for the charity’s Speak Out Stay 
Safe Service, which teaches children 
what abuse is and helps them identify 
a trusted adult they can turn to for 
help. Ferryhill raised this amount by 
holding a sponsored running event.

Councillor John Wheeler said, “What 
a fantastic accomplishment by all at 
Ferryhill School in achieving shared 
UK wide recognition as Childhood 
Champions. Only the other month we 

were celebrating Ferryhill becoming 
the first school in the UK to receive 
a Gold Award for Unicef UK’s Rights 
Respecting programme. Our warmest 
congratulations go to David Wallis, the 
pupils, staff and everyone associated 
with Ferryhill School.”

NSPCC Scotland Schools Service 
Manager Alan Stewart said: “Ferryhill 
Primary School was successful in 
achieving this award because of our 
positive experience of working with 
staff, pupils and parents who have 
shown enormous commitment and 
support to the NSPCC.”

To find out more about what you can 
do, visit www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-
can-do.

Photograph shows: Left to Right Deputy 
Head Teacher Jeanette Macpherson with 
pupil Hannah Wheeler, Dame Esther 
Rantzen and pupil Isabella Hendry.

School of the Year

Concordia String Orchestra
Add another bow to our strings...

Concordia String Orchestra is 
always looking for new string players. 
If you are a violin, viola or cello player, 
please join us every Tuesday at 7.30 
p.m. for rehearsals at Ferryhill Parish 
Church, starting 4 September. Even 

if you haven’t played in a while, we 
would be delighted to have you join 
us. Please see our website www.
concordiastringorchestra.org.uk for 
more information. Our first concert of 
the season is at Midstocket Church on 
24 November. We hope to see you there!

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do
http://www.concordiastringorchestra.org.uk
http://www.concordiastringorchestra.org.uk
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Plan For The Future 
With A Clear Conscience
The Church of Scotland has long had an 
interest in how and in whom we invest. 
This has led to some important decisions 
about where large funds, such as the 
Church of Scotland pension fund, are 
invested and decisions to invest that 
are not just about the rate of return, but 
also are ethically compatible with the 
church’s mission. In the last few years, 
for example, there has been discussion 
within the church about whether 
investment in companies primarily 
connected with fossil fuel extraction is 
ethical with what we now know about 
the role of fossil fuels in climate change. 

David Banks BCom (Hons) DipPFS, who 
knows a great deal about this subject, 
explains ethical investing in more detail, 
which may help us individually decide 
whether this is an area we need to think 
about more. 

In June 1984 Friends Provident, a 
company founded by The Quakers, 

launched the UK’s first ethical 
investment fund, allowing people to 
save and invest based upon a range 
of ethical and socially responsible 
principles. Since 1984, Friends 
Provident’s Stewardship fund has 
been joined by a growing number of 
other ethical funds. Each ethical fund 
is governed by a screening process, 
which is  the process of selecting 
which company an asset manager 
invests in. This is usually split into 
Positive and Negative screening.

Positive Screening involves an 
investment manager making 
investment decisions based in part 
on whether a company makes a 
positive contribution to society or 
the environment. For instance, a fund 
may  prefer to invest in companies that 
generate renewable energy, as well as 
environmental clean-up and recycling 
companies.

The Negative Screening process varies 
and restricts an investment manager’s 

ability to invest in companies that are 
involved in certain activities. Some 
common areas of business operation 
that would rule out investment are:-

Animal Testing  Most funds that 
screen out animal testing do so with 
regard to testing for the cosmetic/
toiletries industry only; some funds 
will not accept any animal testing 
whatever the purpose.

Genetic Engineering  Many funds 
screen out companies involved 
in genetic engineering—often 
with specific reference to the 
manufacturing of genetically modified 
food products, cloning human 
embryos or stem cell research.

Intensive Farming  Animal welfare 
organisations have long campaigned 
over the treatment of animals used 
in food production—for example, 
the conditions in which animals are 
kept, how they are transported and 
the methods of slaughter. Many 
investment funds share this concern 
and will not invest in companies 
involved in unacceptable farming 
practices.

Alcohol, Gambling, Pornography 
or Tobacco  Many funds screen 
out companies involved in these 
industries, while others screen out 
those who derive part of their income 
from alcohol, gambling, pornography 
or tobacco; placing a limit of between 
10-20% of a company’s activity to be in 
one of these areas.

Military/Armaments  Many people 
share the fundamental conviction 
that because the taking of human 
life is wrong, warfare is wrong too. 
Some take this to mean that the use 
of military force is unacceptable either 
for defensive or, more commonly, for 
offensive purposes. 

Others disapprove of what they 
regard as the harmful diversion 

of government funds from social 
spending to unproductive and 
destructive military programmes, both 
in the developed and the developing 
worlds. The proliferation of weapons 
in poor countries and areas of political 
instability or conflict is another area 
of concern. In recent years there has 
been considerable public outcry over 
landmines and over arms exports 
to oppressive regimes. Many ethical 
funds share these concerns and will 
not invest in companies that are 
involved in this area.

Nuclear Power  Many green and 
ethical funds respond to the nuclear 
power issue by screening out 
companies involved with it entirely or 
partially (i.e. investing in companies 
that derive only a small proportion of 
their income from nuclear power).

Ethical funds are broadly classed 
from dark green (having the strictest 
screening process) to light green 
(having a more flexible screening 
process).    

Ethical funds have grown in size and 
importance over the years and as such 
have been able to use their influence 
as major shareholders, encouraging 
companies to make changes to their 
business practices. For example, 
in the 1980s the Friends Provident 
Stewardship fund encouraged B&Q to 
cease using rainforest wood and only 
use wood from sustainable sources in 
their product range.

For many people it is important 
that their savings, investments and 
pension funds are not being invested 
in companies that profit from activities 
that could be considered unethical. If 
this is an area you would like to learn 
more about, there is a great deal of 
information available online or you 
could ask your financial adviser about 
ethical investing at your next meeting. 

Two websites which you might 
find useful are: http://www.
eirisfoundation.org  and http://www.
yourethicalmoney.org.

Like all forms of investing, the value of 
your investments can fall as well as rise.

http://www.eirisfoundation.org
http://www.eirisfoundation.org
http://www.yourethicalmoney.org
http://www.yourethicalmoney.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cinderella Pantomime

The Phoenix Youth Theatre is busy 
preparing for its pantomime, 

Cinderella, taking place at the 
Aberdeen Arts Centre from 13-17 
November 2018.

Young people from aged four to 
eighteen can develop theatre skills 
through Phoenix Youth Theatre. If you 
wish to find out more and enrol your 
child, please contact 01224 863946 or 
see www.phoenixaberdeen.co.uk.

Beginners-To-Improvers 
Pilates Classes

Pilates targets the deep postural 
muscles, building strength from the 

inside out, rebalancing the body and 
bringing it into correct alignment. It 
can improve your strength, mobility 
and posture. 

Pilates classes now run regularly at 
Ferryhill Parish Church with Caroline, a 
fully qualified level 3 Matwork Pilates 
teacher. Every class is kept small and 
carefully planned to ensure you get 
the most out of your exercise. 

Classes begin in the second week in 
September and run for a six-week 
block. Class times are as follows:

• Monday 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
• Thursday 6:00 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.

Please contact Caroline to reserve 
a place at one of these classes at 
caroline@pilatestogether.co.uk or 
phone 07455 577543.

Ferryhill Community Centre

At the time of writing this article, 
Ferryhill Community and Business 

Centre will be open for another term 
of business. I would like to take this 
opportunity to mention Kim West, 
our Breakfast Club leader for 14 years, 
who has decided to resign. Kim gave 
an excellent service to the Centre; 
the children and her colleagues were 
saddened to see her go. We wish you 
well Kim and thank you. I would like 
to welcome Lalitha Kumar to the post 
and wish her success.  

The centre has a varied programme 
of events for all ages and a cafeteria 
serving morning coffee, lunch, and 
afternoon tea. You are welcome 
to pop in and sample. We have a 
full complement of staff, but our 
Committee, without whom we cannot 
operate, is very much depleted and 
I wonder if anybody can offer a little 
time to keep the centre operational. 
We are required to have four meetings 
per year and new people with new 
ideas are always necessary for the 
good of the community. Please can 
you spare the time? I am available 
to discuss the responsibilities of a 
Committee Member any time. Thank 
you! Please contact Maureen West 
(Manager) on 01224 584118.

Ferryhill Parish Church 
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Church Office  
Mon, Tue & Fri, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Wed & Thur 12:30-3:30 p.m.
01224 213093 
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org 
www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain 
01224 588744 
editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
01224 949192
pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

November Services
Sunday 4 November 2018
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “All Saints” including 
 Holy Communion 
 Sunday Club
18:00 Remembrance Service 
 in Memorial Chapel to  
 remember those names  
 added to the Remembrance  
 Book

Wednesday 7 November 

11:00 Service at Cowdray Club  
 Care Home

Sunday 11 November 
Remembrance Sunday

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Who Made Us Who We Are?”   
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Sunday 18 November

11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “The Seventy” 
 Sunday Club

Sunday 25 November 
Reign of Christ

11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Staffs And Serpents” 
 Sunday Club
18:30 Ferryburn Fellowship  
 Youth Group

Diary

http://www.phoenixaberdeen.co.uk


TIME TREKKERS
A huge thank you to all the helpers 

and volunteers who gave up their time 

to make sure that this year’s Summer 

Club, Time Trekkers, was such a fun 

week. 

We had visitors arriving every day 

through our time machine, great 

songs, beautiful crafts, crazy games, 

and learning about caring for our 

world, friendship, helping others, 

generosity, love and sharing.

And now to next year...

Ferryhill Parish Church of Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (SC010756).


