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WHAT WOULD YOU ASK?
Minister’s
Message

W

hen we think
about our local
church one’s mind
naturally focuses
on the building, usually at the heart
of the community as is Ferryhill Parish
Church. The church, however, is and
always has been the people of God
within a community seeking to live out
Jesus’ command to love God and love
others as you love yourself.
When the church is doing this well,
it is with recognition of our own
frailty and humility, yet with a deep
compassion towards our neighbours.
It is to follow the lead of Jesus.
A month ago, Stephen Fry, the
beloved actor, raconteur, writer
and QI host, described God as
“capricious, mean-minded, stupid”.
Fry was answering a question asked
by Gay Byrne: “At the pearly gates,
what would you ask God?” Fry
responded with rare vitriol, “How
dare you create a world that has such
misery that is not our fault... God is a
maniac.” I salute Fry for his candour in
expressing his point of view.
What struck me about Fry’s heartfelt
outburst was that this question of
the presence of suffering in the world
clearly is painful to Fry, as it is to all
but the most fervent atheists. Richard
Dawkins describes the universe as
pitilessly indifferent to pain, good,
evil, justice, and so on.
As a biologist in my eariler years, I
have some sympathy with Fry’s point
of view. There is indeed a sore and

painful edge to the evolutionary
process. Extraordinary diversity and
adaptability are possible within that
process, but it comes at a cost. The
cost, if you like, is what traditional
theology has called “The Fall” which
is expressed graphically in the Adam
and Eve myth: the world is not as it
should be or could be.

Personally, I am able to live with
the tension of a world where the
possibility for extraordinary good
and extraordinary suffering is present
because of Jesus. If Jesus reveals
anything about God, it is his response
to suffering and those who cause
suffering to others. In Jesus’ case, the
power brokers of his time brought
about his suffering and death
because he revealed a different,
better way to live. Yet, no matter
what, Jesus continued to express a
life of love and grace. He stood for a
different world, a world as it could
be, a just world which confronts
suffering. This is the God I know
through Jesus, not the capricious,
mean-minded, stupid, maniacal god
that Fry describes.
I dearly wish Stephen Fry had also
been asked the question, “If you were
sitting on a hillside next to Jesus,
what would you ask him?”
What would you ask him?
The command Jesus gave that I
mention at the beginning of this
piece was in response to a direct
question Jesus was asked: what is
the most important thing we can
do? His response was one centred on
relationships and the nature of those
relationships: love God and love your
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neighbour as yourself.
In Ferryhill Parish Church
we are taking time to
rethink a lot of what we do
and how we do it. Central
to this process is a focus on what
Jesus asks of us when he simply says,
“Follow me!”
You will find out on page 4 what we
are planning for the Spring, and the
opportunity this raises for all of us
to ponder how we connect to one
another, what we commit to, and
how we might respond to Jesus
asking us to Come With Me.
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Ferryhill Parish Church

Church News
Come With Me:
Connect And Commit

I

n the Spring we are planning a
series of events that will help us to
think about our commitments and
connections, particularly remembering
Jesus’ simple call to “Follow me!”
The first of these will take place on
Palm Sunday, 29 March 2015, following
a light lunch in the hall.
There is more information about
“Come With Me” on pages 4 and 5 of
this issue.

Soup And Sweet Lunch
The Guild will be hosting a Soup and
Sweet lunch following worship on
Sunday 1 March 2015. Proceeds will
be donated to this year’s Guild focus
projects: Mary’s Meals and Passage
from India.

“Caring For Creation”
It is easily said but how do
conservation organisations apply their
science to a better future for the rest
of us? At 7:30 P.M. on 31 March 2015
at Queens Cross Church, Albyn Place,
Dr Ian Francis, Conservation Manager
of the Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds (RSPB), will illustrate and open
minds with a talk entitled, “Nature and
People in North East Scotland”. Entry
is free. This event is organised by the
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Network
of Eco-Congregation Scotland.

Chigodi Church, Malawi

F

ollowing the article in the last issue
of Parish News, Ferryhill Parish
Church has sent £700 to our twinned
congregation in Malawi to help them
complete their kitchen block. This
includes £500 from Ferryhill Kirk
and a kind donation of £200 from a
Ferryhill resident who read of Chigodi
Church in the Winter issue. Mirriam
Chirwa, Session Clerk in Chigodi,
emailed to say, “I’m very happy that
both presbyteries have agreed to help
Chigodi [with] the money to finish the
Church. Thanks so much for the help
and I’m promising to use each and
every kwacha only for the kitchen and
we are going to finish it as soon as the
money comes and I will send you the
pictures.”
The presbytery’s Malawi Partnership
Committee is also starting to put plans
in place for a visit by representatives
from Aberdeen to Blantyre City
Presbytery this summer.

Sounds of Scotland

T

he recent Sounds of Scotland
concert in the church was a great
success. The audience were treated to
fiddle and accordion selections from
members of Aberdeen Strathspey
and Reel Society, including young
members, as well as familiar and not
so familiar Scots songs from Fiona
Squires, all ably compered by Neil
Meldrum. Over £700 was raised for the
Manse Appeal. Fit a rare nicht we hid!

Coffee
Shop
Christmas and New Year
Coffee Shop Closure

T

he Coffee Shop at Ferryhill Kirk
is open every morning Monday
to Friday from 9:30-11:30 A.M.
and staying open to 12 Noon on
Saturdays.
Do drop in for a cooked breakfast on
Mondays, or for a roll or sandwich,
scone or pancake and a cup of tea or
coffee in a friendly and cosy setting.

Christmas Offerings

O

fferings collected during the
Christmas period at the church
amounted to £1,083.22 and this was
divided between two charities, one
local and one international. Alcohol
Support Ltd provides support for those
affected by alcoholism in Aberdeen
and Aberdeenshire. Their Designated
Place Facility at Albyn house provides
a safe refuge and an alternative to
a police cell for those who would
otherwise be arrested for being drunk
and incapable.
Kids Action is a small Aberdeen
based charity which aims to support
suffering children in Africa. Recently
they have been working in Sierra
Leone where years of civil war and
the Ebola outbreak have devastated
whole communities and brought them
to the brink of collapse. Kids Action is
working to provide food and transport
to the worst hit areas.

K

eep up to date online with what is
happening at Ferryhill Kirk via our
facebook page.
You can find us at: https://www.
facebook.com/ferryhillparishchurch.
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Quilt Auction Diary
T

March Services

rixie Catto, one of our members,
has generously donated two
beautiful quilts to be auctioned for the
Manse Appeal. Both have been made
by her and are unique in their design
and stitching.

Sunday 1 March 2015
11:00 Worship for all ages
Second Sunday in Lent
“Unleashed Generosity”
including the Sacrament of
Holy Communion
Sunday Club and Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer

“Northern Lights”, the larger of the two,
measures 150 x 170 c.m. and is, as the
name suggests, a riot of bright colours
edged by a dark blue border (pictured
hanging).
The smaller quilt, which measures 120
x 160 c.m., is called “Waterfall” and,
when viewed from a distance, seems
to ripple like water falling down with
the interplay between the blocks of
fabric in shades of cream, brown and
red. The stitching, which forms an
intricate pattern on the back of each
quilt, is beautifully finished and makes
the quilts reversible. They would
enhance any home as a quilt on a bed,
a throw on a settee or even as a wall
hanging.
Raffle tickets cost £1 for a strip of five
and they are on sale at fundraising
events, in the coffee shop or on

Sunday 8 March
11:00 Worship for all ages
Third Sunday in Lent
Fairtrade Focus
“Cutting The Cloth”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group

Sundays at refreshments following
the service. The raffle will run for a
few weeks as these are such exquisite
quilts and winners will be notified in
due course. For more information,
contact Fiona Firth on 01224 590806.

Could You Help
Us Deliver?

F

erryhill Parish News is delivered four
times a year, aiming to deliver to
every home in the parish (almost 3,000
homes). We rely on a small team of
deliverers to make sure everyone gets
their copy.
We need a few more volunteers
for deliveries to Riverside View, the
apartment blocks on Riverside Drive
which overlook the old prison. There
are 140 copies to be delivered to four
blocks of flats. Two of them have lifts
and two have stairs and there is a car
park outside. Entry is by a security
system in the morning.

In the past, two people have managed
to complete the deliveries in only half
an hour.
Please consider whether you could
spare a little time once every three
months to take on this important task
in helping the community know what
is happening within our area. You do
not need to be a church member to
play a part in this team.
If anyone can help out please contact
Agnes MacDonald on 01224571716 or
agnes.macdonald@hotmail.co.uk

Sunday 15 March
11:00 Worship for all ages
Fourth Sunday in Lent
led by The Cosy House
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion
Tuesday 22 March
11:00 Worship for all ages
Fifth Sunday in Lent
“Sifting And Sorting”
Sunday Club & Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth Group
Sunday 29 March
11:00 Worship for all ages
Palm Sunday
“Turning The Tables”
12:30 Come With Me: Who Me?

Care Home Services
Wednesday 4 March
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 22 March
18:00 Maryfield East
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Ferryhill Parish Church

ome with me
onnect
A

t the end of 2014 members of
Ferryhill Parish Church voted to
change their constitution, adopting
what is called a Unitary Constitution
and, in the process, embarking on
some changes to the way we operate
as a church: a body of folks seeking
to follow Jesus and serve God in our
community as best we can.
This will mean some big changes to
the various groups that have been
operating for many years within the
Kirk and the formation of four new
Teams through which most of the work
of the church will be delegated:
• Worship Team – developing the
worship life of the congregation.
• Discipleship Team – encouraging
and nurturing the faith
development of all ages.
• Friendship Team – encouraging
friendship, outreach and
social concern amongst the
congregation.

ommit
What has this to do with me?
These changes bring a natural
opportunity for everyone to think
about how they might play their part
within the mission of the church.
For those of us who are already
strongly committed it provides an
opportunity to reflect on what we
have been doing and asking whether
God is calling us to do something
different.
For those of us who are involved in
a small way, this is a perfect time to
think about whether to get more
connected and seek how Jesus might
be beckoning us to get more involved.
And for those of us who are intrigued
by Jesus and the call to live in a way
that reflects his life and teaching, this
could be a great moment to take the
plunge and “come with him”, seeking
to explore faith and ways to make that
faith real through our local church
community.

• Stewardship Team – enhancing
the mission of the Kirk through the
best use of its resources.
The Kirk Session will have oversight
and final responsibility for the affairs of
the congregation.

What are we planning?
1. Come With Me: Who Me?
We begin on Palm Sunday, 29 March
2015, with an afternoon event starting
with lunch following the service. We
will have an introduction to “Come
With Me”. On this occasion we will all
have a chance to explore who we are
and what gifts and abilities we bring
in a light-hearted and fun way. The
results of this will provide us all with
knowledge about ourselves to ponder
over the next weeks.
Over the following weeks we will have
regular stories on Sunday mornings
which will help us think about our own
commitments through reflecting on
the lives of characters within the Bible.
2. Come With Me: Connect &
Commit
We will have a second gathering
on Sunday 10 May 2015 for lunch
and an afternoon to think about our
commitments: how we might best use
the abilities and gifts that we bring,
what time we can offer and how we
can support the mission of the Kirk
through the resources we share.
3. Come With Me: Making It Real
The third part of “Come With Me” will
take place on Pentecost Sunday 24
May 2015 during morning worship
when we will make a commitment or
recommitment to serve Jesus in our
community as part of the mission of
Ferryhill Parish Church in whatever
way we can.
This will launch us into the new Teams
through which the work of the Kirk will
be undertaken ready to start at the
beginning of September 2015 once
the holidays are past.
This is an exciting time as we adapt
how we work and what we do to best
meet the needs of our community.

A Kirk for All
at Ferryhill

Please give this your thought over the
next weeks as we approach our first
event, to which you are all invited.
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FERRYHILLERS... Diary
WHO ARE WE?
April Services

Thursday 2 April 2015
10:00 Ferryhill Primary School
Easter Service
19:30 Maundy Thursday Service
“Bitter Betrayal”
with the Lord’s Supper in
the Foyer

Our Parish

T

he Church of Scotland’s “Statistics
for Mission” group analysed the
results of the 2011 Census parish
by parish and published the results
which can be accessed via the
website www.resourcingmission.org.uk.
These provide much food for thought
for congregations thinking about
how best to engage with their local
communities. What does it reveal
about those of us who live in this
parish (as of 2011)?
• Ferryhill contains 6915 people
living in 3669 households.
• 59% of us own rather than rent
their homes and 47% live on their
own.
• 15% have dependent children.
• 78% are classed as White (UK or
Scottish) and 16% use a language
other than English at home.
• 45% are aged between 25 and
44 (compared with 30% for
Aberdeen Presbytery as a whole).
• 54% have a higher education
qualification (Aberdeen: 33%).
• 59% are in fulltime employment
and 49% work in what are
classified as professional
or associate professional
occupations.
• 74% have access to at least one
car or van.
Statistics on religion and the church:
• 1435 (21%) claimed affiliation
to the Church of Scotland
(Aberdeen: 25%).
• 1384 (18%) claimed affiliation
to other Christian churches
(Aberdeen: 15%).
• 3,376 (49%) claimed to have no
religion (Aberdeen: 48%).
To help put those figures in some
context for us, at the end of last year

Friday 2 April 2015
19:30 Good Friday Service
of Tenebrae

the membership of Ferryhill Parish
Church was 363 (many of whom live
outside the parish).
Food for thought indeed!

Counting The Cost

A

n important part of our “Come
With Me” programme is thinking
about how we support, financially,
the work of the Kirk. Full details of
the church’s finances will be available
for the Stated Annual Meeting on
Sunday 22 March 2015.
But some thoughts in the meantime
to consider: the total costs for
Ferryhill Parish Church in 2014 were
over £130,000 (covering ministry
costs, support of the wider church,
salaries, repairs, heating, council tax,
insurance, cleaning, printing the likes
of Parish News, youth group and
much more).
The voluntary income from church
members for the same period was
around £75,000 (including Gift Aid
tax recovered). The average donation
per person is £14/month (with some
giving much more, and many giving
much less).
We have extra income from hall
letting, legacies and contributions
from organisations which is very
welcome, but not guaranteed.
More food for thought!

Sunday 5 April Easter Day
07:30 Easter Dawn Service in 		
Duthie Park followed by
breakfast in the Church Hall
09:30 Holy Communion in the
Memorial Chapel
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Shake, Rattle And Roll”
Sunday 12 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go Teach”
Sunday 19 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go Eat”
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion
Sunday 26 April
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go See”
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth
Group in the Foyer

Care Home Services
Wednesday 8 April
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 26 April
18:00 Maryfield East
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TRAIDCRAFT FAIR
NECESSITIES APPEAL
W

How You Can Help

hat are your necessities? The
things you count as essential?
What could you not live without? A
hot shower? The internet? Maybe your
morning cup of tea or coffee?
How about a nutritious diet, adequate
shelter, access to healthcare and
education? Unfortunately for many
people, even access to these most
basic of necessities is denied. The
extreme poverty line sits at $1.25
(about 80p) a day and one person in
seven lives below this line. Everything
they need, all their necessities, must
be bought with this tiny amount. How
would you cope in this situation?
Traidcraft’s Fair Necessities Appeal
highlights just how hard many
smallholder farmers work, and yet
they are unable to provide life’s basic
essentials that so many of us take for
granted. Smallholder farmers, who
cultivate just a couple of acres of land,
produce 70% of the world’s food,
but make up half the world’s poorest
people.
Kohinoor lives in the extreme north of
Bangladesh where the land is poor for
growing the tradition vegetable crops,
but it is perfect for tea. A few years
ago, Kohinoor and her family lived in
extreme poverty. She and her husband
would attempt to feed their children
by growing vegetables on their land,
but that gave them barely enough to
survive. They worked hard, but with
little reward.
“How we lived! It was terrible and hard
to describe,” said Kohinoor. “Those days
were long and we hardly had enough
food to eat once a day. I was very
unhappy inside. The education of my
children had stopped. We had to walk
with the vegetables for miles and miles
and then we reached Tertulia. It took
hours to reach the market and that’s
why we went once every two or three

days. We earned very little and we had
to manage five family members and
their three meals a day. Education was
impossible.”
It appeared they had no way out of
their situation, no hope. That is, until
the involvement of Traidcraft and
the project to help farmers grow tea.
Through a combination of providing
tea saplings, technical training,
encouraging farmers to work together
and ensuring a vital support network
of mentors and service providers,
Traidcraft’s tea project has played a
vital role in helping transform living
standards for whole communities.
And, once successful, this know-how
spreads quickly, as those trained pass
on their knowledge and other farmers
see the benefits and want to do the
same.
Kohinoor is now a successful tea
farmer. She and her husband are now
able to provide for their family, send
their children to school and are even
able to save a little money each month.
Traidcraft has so many inspirational
stories of the people, their families and
communities we have supported over
the years. But sadly there are still many
more that desperately need our help.

Right now we have an amazing
opportunity to double the impact
that our donations can make, because
for every pound given during the
Fair Necessities Appeal period until
3 April 2015, the UK Government
will match it. That means double the
number of farmers who can be offered
the training, skills and knowledge
needed to increase yields, profits and
quality of life: double the number of
children who can look forward to an
education, to health care and enough
food to eat: double the number of
farming communities that can start
to learn from each other, become
profitable and grow into sustainable,
thriving local economies for years to
come. Imagine the amazing impact
that could have, the transformation
that could bring about for these
communities!

Here’s How You Can Donate
• At Ferryhill Parish Church you can
make a donation at our Fairtrade
Stall each Sunday or in the
Coffee Shop during the week. On
Sunday 8 March we will be selling
homemade cakes and bakes and
all proceeds will be added to those
donations.
• You can text GROWFIVE to 70300
to donate £5 (terms and conditions
at traidcraft.co.uk).
• You can donate online at traidcraft.
co.uk/fairnecessities.
• Or you can donate on the phone
by calling 0191 497 6445 or by
post at Traidcraft, Kingsway,
Gateshead, NE11 0NE
Traidcraft receives 100% of your
donation. Thank you for your
generosity.
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COMMUNITY
NEWS
Ferryhill School Fair
Saturday 30 May 2015
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ferryhill Primary School
Caledonian Place

T

he annual Ferryhill School Fair
will be will have the usual very
popular stalls such as homebakes
and chocolate tombola as well as a
selection of private stalls to appeal to
all tastes. In addition there is the raffle
with, hopefully, lots of great prizes to
be won.
So put the date in your diary. This is an
important fundraising activity for our
local school and a great community
event as well as being lots of fun.

Fairtrade Fortnight

O

n 6 March 2015, the Co-operative
is holding a wine tasting event in
Aberdeen at St Mary’s Cathedral Halls,
Crimon Place at 7 P.M. Guests will not
only be able to sample some Fairtrade
wines and hear a Fairtrade message,
they will also be able to order wines
on the night, should they wish, for
collection at the nearby local Union
Street, Aberdeen Co-operative Food
store at a later date and time suitable
to them.
If you wish to book a place, go to
http://tinyurl.com/kyzcff5.

Traidcraft Roadshow

O

n Saturday 18 April 2015,
Traidcraft is holding a mini
roadshow at Cults Church Centre, 404
North Deeside Road, Cults, Aberdeen,
AB15 9TD.
Here you will be able to view the
Spring range and get an extra 10%
discount on all craft and card orders
placed on the day.
To book a place, email:
susans@traidcraft.co.uk.

F

erryhill Community Centre
on Albury Road has a varied
programme of events on offer
during each week including: Spanish
Language Classes for children
and adults, Tweenie Dance Class
for children who attend Nursery,
Zumba Dance Class, Adult Yoga, Yoga
Meditation, Mother and Baby/Toddler
Groups, Weigh-in Class, 60+ Lunch and
Chat Club and a Light Exercise Class.
We would like to hold a Men’s Shed
Club too. Any willing gents keen to
start this off?

Diary
May Services
Sunday 3 May 2015
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go Boldly”
Sunday Club and Crèche
19:00 Café Connect in the Foyer
Sunday 10 May Christian Aid Week
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go God”
Sunday Club and Crèche
12:30 Come With Me:
Connect & Commit
18:30 The Cosy House Youth
Group in the Foyer
Sunday 17 May
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go Live”
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:00 Evening Service in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion

In our café area, we offer coffee and
cakes from 9:00-11:30 A.M. and serve
reasonably priced lunches from 12
Noon-1:15 P.M. Pop in and enjoy a
cuppa in a quiet environment and pick
up a programme of events.

Sunday 24 May Pentecost
11:00 Worship for all ages
“Go Now” with Come With
Me: Making It Real
18:30 The Cosy House Youth
Group in the Foyer

Christian Aid Week

Sunday 31 May
11:00 Worship for all ages
“A Song For The Journey”
Sunday Club and Crèche
18:30 The Cosy House Youth
Group Movie Night

F

rom 10-16 May, churches the length
and breadth of Britain and Ireland
will come together to pray, campaign
and raise money to improve the lives
of people like Loko, an Ethiopian
woman who makes a back-breaking
eigh-hour trip to gather wood four
times per week. As she walks, Loko
prays to God, “I ask him to change
my life and lead us out of this.” Just
£5 could give Loko and others like
her a loan to start her own business
and free her from that back-breaking
task. Envelopes for Christian Aid will
be available in the church during
Christian
Aid Week to
be returned
by 24 May.

Care Home Services
Wednesday 6 May
11:00 Cowdray Club
Sunday 24 May
18:00 Maryfield East

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an
extensive suite of rooms and halls
available for let. If you would like to
enquire about a hall let please
contact the office or email
ferryhill-bookings@gmail.com.

Aberdeen and Rwanda
Learning Partnership
T

his summer Mrs Joyce Ng, one of
the Primary 7 teachers at Ferryhill
Primary School will be taking four
weeks from the summer holiday
to work on a voluntary basis in a
Rwandan school as part of the Global
Learning Partnerships programme,
on behalf of The Wood Foundation
and Aberdeen City Council.
The Wood Foundation says, “teachers
live in host communities within
a developing country and work
alongside local teachers within their
schools. The placement is a reciprocal
learning opportunity in which each
teacher will provide mentor support
and professional development
training to their counterparts; whilst
gaining a unique insight into another
culture which will provide context
and knowledge to further support
their teaching of global citizenship
within the Scottish curriculum.”

As part of the
commitment made to this
programme Mrs Ng and
Ferryhill School have to
help raise awareness of
Global Learning within
the school and the wider
community, but also
have to raise £1,000 as
part of the £6,000 it costs
to participate in the
programme. Much of this
money is for in-country
development and support,
training and to assist in the purchase
of resources for the school in Rwanda
to which Mrs Ng will be working.
A number of events are planned
to involve the school and wider
community. During February a
“Readathon” was undertaken
amongst pupils, and coming up over
the next few months will be:

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road, Aberdeen, AB11 6UD

Office open Tues, Wed & Fri 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Tel:
01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

• Fair Trade Coffee Morning on
Friday 6 March 2015 at Ferryhill
Community Centre hosted by
some of the Primary 5 pupils.
• Race Night at The Ashvale
restaurant on Thursday 30 April
2015
• A Concert with Primary 3s which
will be confirmed at a later date.
• An “Africa Day” held in Duthie
Park on Saturday 6 June 2015.
Please do support Mrs Ng
and Ferryhill School’s learning
partnership with Rwanda by
supporting these events.

Parish News Editor: Shelagh Bain
Tel:
01224 588744
Email: editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Minister: Rev Peter Johnston
Tel:
01224 949192
Email: peter.johnston@ferryhillparishchurch.org

A Kirk for All
at Ferryhill
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