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Minister’s 
Message
You will remember 
that a year ago the 
spire of Ferryhill 
Kirk was wrapped in 
scaffolding as repairs were made to 
ensure the strength and safety of this 
landmark in Ferryhill. Like me, you 
may have wondered what it would 
be like to be right at the top, looking 
out across the city. I did not get the 
chance to do so, but some of our 
property team did and took some 
amazing photographs from the very 
top. 

These fairly give you a different 
perspective on what is otherwise 
familiar to us, pictured below is 
the view from the top of the spire 
looking down Ferryhill Road, the 
North Sea in the distance. 

A different view of a familiar scene 
often awakens us to see things 
we had not seen before, it can 
help us grasp how the seemingly 
disconnected are in reality 
connected, and appreciate anew 
what may have become somewhat 
jaded in our own mind’s eye.

For some of us, Christmas can feel 
like that. The same old music, “Do 
they know it’s Christmas time...” 
surely by now they do!? The tree 
dragged out from the cupboard 
under the stairs, the annual battle 
with the fairy lights that have spent a 
whole year tying themselves in knots, 
and the pressure to find just the right 
present.

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

The countdown on radio shows has 
already begun reminding us how 
many weeks, how many shopping 
days, how many sleeps there are until 
the big celebration. In the church we 
do the same thing, we prepare for 
the Christmas celebration in a season 
called Advent, encompassing the 
four Sundays leading up to Christmas 
Day. 

This can be a precious time in giving 
us a fresh perspective on the familiar, 
and in helping us to understand why 
this ancient celebration still resonates 
with us today. This year we have 
something a bit different that we 
will be doing at the start of Advent, 
and then later we will have other 
opportunities for us to celebrate 
together. You are all very welcome 
to take some time out from all your 
busy-ness in this festive season to 
share a different perspective on 
Christmas with us.

This new-look Parish News has 
details of all the services and events 
taking place within Ferryhill Parish 
Church, and also news of some of the 
community events that will be held 
during this Christmas season. 

If you have any feedback to give us 
on this new look, we would love to 
hear from you. Please send an email 
to editor@ferryhillparishchurch.org.

Every blessing.

Advent Awakening Again



New Church 
Administrator
We are delighted to welcome 
Linsey Schafer as our new Church 
Administrator at Ferryhill Parish 
Church. This is a new post with a 
wider remit replacing the previous 
Minister’s Secretary position which 
was held by Joyce Cargill for many 
years before she decided to step 
down from that role. We thank Joyce 
for all her work over the years, and 
we look forward to Linsey joining 
the team to support the work of the 
church.

The church office will be open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
between 1:30 and 4:30 p.m. and is 
the first point of contact for anyone 
wanting to get in touch with the 
church.

Phone: 01224 213093

Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org

Fairtrade Stall 
Celebration

On Sunday 27 October during the 
morning service the work of the 
Ferryhill Church Fairtrade Stall 
was celebrated to mark more than 
£10,000 of fairly-traded goods having 
been sold over the past three years 
since the stall was started. 

The stall is 
available 
after worship each 
week and has an extensive range of 
items for sale from chocolate and 
coffee to craft items and Christmas 
cards, with more available to order.

If you are buying goods in other 
shops, do look out for the fairtrade 
emblem. It is an easy way to help 
others in developing parts of the 
world to earn a fair living for their 
work. 

Church News

Christmas Charity 
Offerings
At this time of year Ferryhill Parish 
Church supports two charities, one 
local and one international. 

This year the Christmas Offerings will 
be split between the local plans to 
create a Therapeutic Roof Garden for 
patients at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.   
This special garden will offer safe, 
attractive spaces for relaxation, 
reflection and rejuvenation and 
is being specifically designed for 
patients, whether they can walk, are 
in a wheelchair, or a bed. 

The second international charity 
will be the World Mission and Guild 
project “Out of Africa into Malta”.  This 
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involves St Andrew’s Scots Church, 
in partnership with others, like Red 
Cross Malta, responding to the needs 
of refugees from Africa in detention 
camps on the island and helping 
them to rebuild their lives.

Christmas Shopping 
Can Go Further
Did you know that many retailers 
who do a lot of business online will 
donate a proportion of any online 
transactions to a charity of your 
choice? 

You can easily register online with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and 
then simply by using their website 
as the route by which you then go 
to online stores any transaction you 
make will result in a small donation 
to a charity. You will be surprised 
how many well known businesses are 
involved from retailers like Amazon 
or Asda to insurance companies and 
energy companies.

Ferryhill Parish Church is registered 
with easyfundraising so please add 
us as your charity recipient. Every 
little bit helps, and this at no extra 
cost to you. 
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Start the Season: 
Advent Journey

Take a few moments at the 
beginning of Advent to journey 
through the nativity story, thinking 
about the events described in the 
Bible surrounding the birth of Jesus. 
This is a perfect opportunity to think 
and pray about our own lives and 
the lives of others at this busy time of 
year.

This Advent Prayer Pathway is open to 
all ages, is self-guided (though people 
will be present to assist as required) 
and will include the opportunity to 
create decorations for the church’s 
Christmas tree as a part of your 
journey.

Drop in at any time and stay as long or 
as short a time as you like.

Monday 2 December 2013
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Church

Christingle Service
This service is a favourite for all ages, 
held on Christmas Eve at 6:30 p.m. in 
the church.

First introduced by the Children’s 
Society in 1968, it has spread across 
the UK as a way to remember the 
message of Christmas, the light 
coming into the world, and there is 
always something special when the 
candles are lit on the Christingle and 
the light shines in the faces of all 
generations gathered together.

The Christingle is a reminder that 
we have a part to play in shining 
the light of God into our world, and 
sharing the love of God with all.

Come and join this fun service.

 Christmas Eve, 24 December 2013
6:30 p.m. in the Church

Hall Lets
Ferryhill Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like 
to enquire about a hall let please 
contact the office or email 
ferryhill-bookings@gmail.com.

December Services
Sunday 1 December
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 First Sunday in Advent 
 “Pathway to Peace” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Monday 2 December
18:00 Advent Prayer Pathway

Sunday 8 December 
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Second Sunday in Advent 
 “Pathway to Transformation” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche

Sunday 15 December
11:00 Worship for all ages  
 led by children of the  
 Sunday Club  
 Third Sunday in Advent 
 “Pathway to Wholeness”

Tuesday 17 December 
12:10 Mid-week service

Friday 20 December 
10:00 Ferryhill Primary Service

Sunday 22 December
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 “Pathway to Hope” with 
 Sunday Club Christmas Party 

Tuesday 24 December
(10:00 Make Christingles)
18:30 Christingle Service
23:00 Carols by Candlelight
23:30 Watchnight Service

Wednesday 25 December
10:00  Worship for all ages

Sunday 29 December 
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 Lessons and Carols

Care Home Services
Wednesday 4 December
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 22 December
18:00 Maryfield East

Advent & Christmas Diary
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The Roman Empire didn’t like 
Christianity. From the first century, 
starting with Nero, it persecuted the 
church.

The Church was thought of as a 
politically seditious group. Just like 
its leader, the church made Rome 
uncomfortable.

The church was a radically alternative 
community. It shared its goods and 
wealth. It lived in peace and refused 
to go to war. It cared for the sick both 
inside and outside the church.

It followed and modelled what 
its leader had taught and had the 
audacity to claim Jesus was Lord 
and not Caesar, a statement that was 
political treason.

The church didn’t worship the Caesars 
or the gods of Rome. And it had a 
strange communal meal in which, it 
was thought, Christians ate human 
flesh and blood. Rome actually 
accused the Church of ‘odium humani 
generis’, that is hatred of the human 
race; a deeply ironic charge given the 
Romans’ cruel military campaigns and 
horrific civilian entertainment.

In 257, the Roman emperor Valerian 
began a new persecution of the 
church. He issued an edict banning 
all Christian meetings and declaring 
that the clergy, bishops, priests and 
deacons would be arrested and 
executed.

Valerian’s great interest was to 
accumulate wealth and he decided to 
confiscate all Church property.

As the persecution continued the 
bishop of Rome, Sixtus II, and most of 
his clergy were beheaded.

Lawrence was the bishop’s senior 
deacon, one of seven deacons in the 
Roman church, who administered the 
church budget and had the particular 
responsibility to care for the poor in 
a similar way to the seven deacons in 
Acts 6.

Lawrence knew that Valerian would 
come after church’s property and 
possessions so he decided to 
give away all he could and had it 
distributed to the city’s poor.

Emperor Valerian, knowing that 
Lawrence was the principal 
financial officer, promised 
that he’d set Lawrence free 
if he would surrender the 
wealth of the church to 
him.

Lawrence agreed, but said 
that it would take him 
three days to gather it all 
together.

Valerian was delighted.

For three days, Lawrence 
went throughout Rome 
and invited the poor, the sick, the old, 
the widows and orphans, all of whom 
were supported by the church, to 
gather together.

When Valerian arrived, Lawrence 
presented him with this motley 
crowd of people saying: “Here are the 
treasures of the Church.”

Seeing the shock and anger on 
Valerian’s face, Lawrence continued: 
“Yes, Emperor, the Church is rich, 
indeed. Far richer than the Empire.”

Emperor Valerian was outraged and 
ordered Deacon Lawrence to be 
roasted alive on a gridiron.

The witnesses who recorded his public 
martyrdom said Lawrence bore the 
torture with great calmness, and even 
joked with his executioners saying, 
“You may turn me over. I am done on 
this side.”

If Lawrence was right, that it is the 
poor who are the treasure of the 
church, what might that mean for us?

By the end of this day, another 20,000 
people will have died simply because 
they were too poor to live.

Half the world struggle to live on $2 a 

day or less. One billion children live in 
poverty.

Annual global military spending 
exceeds $1 trillion, 100 times what it 
would cost to put every child in the 
world through primary school.

Remember how quickly the 
governments of the world made the 
decision to bailout the banks? It was 
been estimated that the amount of 
finance used would end global poverty 
for 50 years.

Now remember the Jubilee 2000 Drop 
the Debt Campaign and how long 
it took to convince governments to 
write off just some of the unjust debts 
owned by poor countries.

Rome was a cruel world power in 
Lawrence’s time. How cruel are today’s 
world powers?

Lawrence pointed to the destitute, 
the beggar, the outcast, and said they 
were the treasure of the church, and 
in doing so he suggests there’s an 
alternative way to look at the world; 
one very different to that of the 
prevailing culture around us.

Jesus Christ asked us to see him in the 
face of the poor. He also asked us to 
spend ourselves on the poor too, just 
like Lawrence did.

And, he asks us to follow him – Jesus, 
the one ‘…that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might 
become rich.’ (2 Corinthians 8:9)

Treasures of the Church
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Ferryhill Primary School 
Christmas Fayre
A fun festive event for all the family!  

There will be many activities, which 
will include a range of stalls: home 
baking, children’s crafts, chocolate & 
bottle tombolas, face-painting, games, 
lucky dip, second hand toys, Wishing 
Tree, Fairyhill Crafts, private stall 
holders, and more.

There will also be Santa’s grotto, raffle, 
Christmas Cafe, hot food/chestnuts/
wine.

This is as big social event and fund 
raiser for the school to raise much 
needed funds. 

All are very welcome if you would like 
to come along and join the fun! 

Saturday 7 December
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ferryhill Primary School

Carol Concert 
Come along and enjoy singing all 
your favourite carols in the indoor 
garden, surrounded by rare and 
exotic plants while listening to the 
accompaniment of music performed 
by the talented Bon Accord Silver 
Band. Look out for a visit from a man 
in red.

The performance will be piped 
around the Winter gardens, so you 
can also join in when you are walking 
around the gardens.

The event is free but come early to 
avoid disappointment!

This popular annual event will be 
held in the David Welch Winter 
Gardens in Duthie Park.

Saturday 21 December  
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Community Quiz 
In Last Place...
The Polmuir Road Bowling Club hosted 
a Community Quiz night organised by 
Ferryhill and Ruthrieston Community 
Council on Friday 8 November. The 
club was full as the teams did battle 
with a wide range of questions. 

Failing to live up to their name, the 
staff from Ferryhill Primary School did 
not end up ‘In Last Place’, but took the 
trophy. Parents of children at Ferryhill 
breathed a sigh of relief. Mary’s Meals 
and the Archie Foundation were 
nominated to share the proceeds 
raised from the evening of over £200.

Blessing of the Crib
The Regional Ecumenical Team will 
officially bless the crib at Aberdeen’s 
Nativity Scene in St Nicholas Kirkyard, 
Union Street on Monday 2 December 
at 12:30 p.m. The Nativity Scene will 
be open for viewing from Monday 
2 December to Sunday 5 January 
2014 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (except 26 
December, 1 & 2 January).

Aberdeen’s Nativity Scene is an 
important reminder of what the 
festive activities and fun are all about. 
It is a lovely scene for conveying the 
wonderful message of Christmas

You can find details of these and 
other festive events in the Aberdeen 
Winter Festival brochure which you 
can download from:
www.aberdeeninvestlivevisit.co.uk/
winterfestival

COMMUNITY NEWS PUSHING 
OUT THE 
BOAT
N.E. SCOTLAND’S MAGAZINE 
OF NEW WRITING AND VISUAL 
ARTS

This is one of the North-East’s 
best kept secrets, but please 
share it!

• This beautifully produced 
and highly-praised literary 
magazine has been in existence 
since the last century (1999)! 

• The magazine is produced 
entirely by volunteers and is 
not-for-profit.

• The hub of the magazine has 
been in Ferryhill since 2005.

• One of the Church Elders at 
Ferryhill is a key member of its 
production team.

• Within its 96 pages you will find 
some of the best new writing 
from the North-East & beyond, 
including stories & poems in 
Doric.

And the good news is you can 
buy a copy (£6) in Ferryhill Parish 
Church foyer! A great way to 
support local artists and writers.

www.pushingouttheboat.co.uk

www.aberdeeninvestlivevisit.co.uk/winterfestival
www.aberdeeninvestlivevisit.co.uk/winterfestival
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Rev Peter Johnston on one of the 
Kirk’s new creative outbursts.

If you are a regular at Ferryhill Parish 
Church you may have heard me talk 
about “Spill the Beans” and wondered 
what on earth I was talking about. 
I thought this would be a perfect 
opportunity to explain what “Spill 
the Beans” is (beyond the phrase we 
all know), why it is important to me 
and why you will probably hear more 
about it in the future.

Around five years ago I had a 
conversation with Roddy Hamilton 
(minister at New Kilpatrick Church in 
Bearsden) after a worship event in 
Glasgow in which we talked about 
the dearth of good Scottish resources 
for churches to use to encourage 
creativity in worship and for age 
group gatherings (Sunday Clubs, 
Junior Churches and so on). We both 
knew people who, like us, created 
resources for our own settings, and 
we decided to invite some of those 
people together to talk about bringing 
together all that creativity.

The result was a couple of pilot 
booklets a year or so apart which we 
tried out in our own congregations 
to get feedback before we embarked 
on producing a regular quarterly 
publication.

We learnt a lot from those pilot 
booklets and since starting with 
issue 1 proper which was launched 
in August 2011 with a contributing 
team of eleven people, the 10th 
issue has just been published with 
a contributing team of twenty-four 
gathered from across Scotland.

We now hold our regular planning 
meetings in two locations: in the 
Glasgow area and here in Aberdeen 
linked by Skype video so that we can 
discuss together.  

“Spill the Beans” is a quarterly 
magazine now up to around 150 
pages and filled with ideas, resources, 
prayers, bible notes, craft ideas, games, 

activities, teen discussion questions 
and, perhaps most importantly, stories.  
The Sunday Club at Ferryhill Parish 
Church is now using “Spill the Beans” 
as am I and the Worship Task Group. 

The great benefit this brings is that 
on any given Sunday all ages will be 
thinking about the same Bible story 
and themes whether they are in the 
church for the whole service or go out 
to the Sunday Club.

“Spill the Beans” is also growing 
quickly in terms of how many others 
are using it. Issue 9 was bought 
and downloaded by more than 250 
churches and individuals, in addition 
to the team members who are also 

using it. The initial pilot booklet went 
to around a dozen churches.

I was amused to note that earlier this 
year during the General Assembly the 
current Moderator Rt Rev Lorna Hood 
referenced “Spill the Beans” when 
talking about the lack of resources 
produced by the central church, saying 
that instead a group of ministers have 
had to get on and create their own. 
There was a sense that there was 
something not quite right about this, 
whereas I think I would be right in 
saying that the whole Spill the Beans 
team realise that it is currently working 
and helping stimulate the creativity of 
others because it is written by people 
who are writing resources that they 
will be using in their own churches 
and then sharing it all via “Spill the 
Beans”. It is written by practitioners 
for practitioners, and that makes a 
difference. 

As such, no writing fees are paid 
for any of the contributions by 
team members (though we do pay 
royalties for third party works that we 
sometimes use, to keep us honest!).

You will have gathered that I 
contribute to the contents of each 
issue alongside the other team 
members, however that is a relatively 
small part of the task I have for each 
issue as I also edit, create the artwork 
and typeset each publication. This is a 
considerable extra piece of work every 
three months. 

However, at this stage of my ministry 
it is also a wonderful gift to be able to 
give to the whole of Christ’s Church, 
in addition to the blessing it brings 
locally as we play around with the 
ideas, adapting and using them as best 
fits our own situation, as is happening 
in hundreds of other churches across 
Scotland and further afield.

Now that I have spilled the beans 
on “Spill the Beans”, you will know 
what I am talking about if and when I 
mention it in the future.

Spilling the Beans
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Meeting Diary 
December
Sunday 1 December
15:00 Polmuir Area Care Team 
 Afternoon Tea with the  
 Minister in the church   
 foyer. All church members 
 in Polmuir Area are invited.

Wednesday 4 December 
19:30 The Guild 
 Hobbies Night

Monday 9 December  
14:15 Monday Fellowship 
 Christmas Tea

Wednesday 11 December
19:15 Congregational Board

Wednesday 19 December 
19:30 The Guild  
 Fish and Chip Party Night

January
Monday 6 January 
14:15 Monday Fellowship 
 Gentle Exercise with  
 Mary Fraser

Wednesday 15 January 
19:30 The Guild  
 Rev Peter Johnston

Thursday 16 January
19:15 Kirk Session

Monday 20 January
14:15 Monday Fellowship  
 Bill Black

When Darkness Is Good
As you can imagine, it costs a lot of 
money to heat and light the church 
and halls, particularly during the 
winter months. 

If you use the buildings please 
remember to check that lights are off 
when you leave a room. Every little 
saving helps to reduce the church’s 
energy bills and carbon footprint.

Area Care Teams
Our new minister, Peter Johnston, is 
keen to meet with and get to know 
as many members and adherents as 
possible. With that in mind, Polmuir 
Area Care Team has taken the initiative 
to organise a tea in the foyer on 
Sunday 1 December from 3-4:30 p.m. 
to provide a relaxed social gathering 
to allow Peter to meet the church folks 
who live in this area.

Invitations have already been sent to 
members residing in the Polmuir Area. 

If this works well, it is hoped that other 
Area Care Teams will do something 
similar over the next months so that 
everyone has a chance to attend. 

Faces In The Crowd
Please remember that Peter and 
Carolyn are still learning names and 
matching names to faces, so do not be 
shy to remind them what your name is 
when you are talking to them.

Church Meetings
January Services
Sunday 5 January
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Beginning with God”

Monday 12 January
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Beginning for the Son” 
 Sacrament of Holy  
 Communion 
 Sunday Club and Crèche 

Sunday 19 January 
11:00  Worship for all ages 
 “Beginning in the Spirit” 
 Sunday Club & Crèche
18:00 Evening Worship in the  
 Memorial Chapel  
 with Holy Communion

Tuesday 21 January
12:10 Mid-Week Service in the  
 Memorial Chapel

Sunday 26 January 
11:00 Worship for all ages 
 “Listening at the Lakeside” 
 Sunday Club and Crèche

Care Home Services
Wednesday 8 January
11:00 Cowdray Club

Sunday 26 January
18:00 Maryfield East

Diary
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Right from the start, Lord,
it was a messy business.
An unmarried girl 
giving birth in a shed.
The first visitors a strange mixture
of society’s shunned and revered.
The first journey as refugees
from a jealous king
bent on self-preservation.

A Messy 
Business

Throughout your life, Lord,
it was a messy business.
A motley crew 
of cack-handed followers,
the sick, diseased and dirty
at your coat tails,
spite, bitterness and accusation
in the air you breathed.

At the end, Lord,
it was a messy business.
Bile and betrayal from those
you called friends,
pain and suffering at the hands
of unbelievers,
nails, blood and a cry 
of abandonment
from the Father you trusted.

Thank you, Lord,
for in the end
it was your promise that shone
from that murky stable.
In the end it was your love
which brought hope and healing,
and defied words of hate.
In the end, it was your power
which defeated death
to herald in 
a new kind of kingdom
without borders.
It was your faith in us
that calls us still, today,
to be part of your plan
for a better, fairer world.

Thank you, Lord.
For if the journey ahead
proves to be a messy one,
we know that you have lived it
and died for it
and risen again for it
so we might walk it
in faith and trust.
Amen.

From Spill the Beans, Issue 10.
Image: “Chavtivity” (unknown artist)

A Prayer For The Season


