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Welcome to the new look Ferryhill Parish News. We will be experimenting
with some changes over the next few months and hope that you like the new
layout. Please get in touch if you would like to give us feedback..

Minister’s Message
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The Manse
Dear friends,
If you ever want a wee chuckle and have the
internet available search for “funny church
names” and see what you come up with. One
has to wonder whether the folks of Little
Hope, Texas ever get disheartened by
attending Little Hope Baptist Church.
A name can be very important, giving some history to a company that is
named after its founder, or can give you an insight into a purpose: New
Look is a perfect name for a clothes store (okay, also for opticians or
cosmetic surgeons). This is the entry point into the murky world of
branding, for which agencies earn small fortunes, and which can bring
results that are truly inspirational or downright bizarre.
You will notice that Parish News has seen a ‘rebranding’ as part of what will
be something of an experiment over the next few months as we think about
how best to use Parish News, the pew leaflet and the new Ferryhill Parish
Church website (which you can read more about later in this issue) that was
officially launched at the end of September. The purpose is not change for
change’s sake, but rather to think about how we communicate with each
other and our wider community in an effective and appealing way through
these valuable resources. Do give feedback, it is most valuable.
Which leads me back to Little Hope Baptist Church… despite their moniker
they announce, over a hundred years after the church was founded: “This
congregation continues its long tradition of helping community members in
need and supports various missionary and outreach activities.” A name or a
brand is not everything, certainly not as far as Christ’s Church goes. What
really counts is the ministry that lies behind it in its sacrifice and service to
others. Long may that remain true for us at Ferryhill.
Every blessing go with you in this time of
thanksgiving for all the good gifts God has
given us.

Church News
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Services in October
Sunday 6th October
11:00
All age Family Service
Harvest Thanksgiving.
Sunday 13th October
11:00
Worship for all ages.
Crèche
Tuesday 15th October
12:00
Mid-week service
Sunday 20th October
11:00
Worship for all ages.
Crèche
18:00
Informal worship in the
Memorial Chapel with
Holy Communion
Sunday 27th October
11:00
All age Family Service
Sunday Club Crèche.
Sunday 3rd November
11:00
Worship for all ages.
Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
18:00
Remembrance Book
Service

Care Home
Services
Wednesday 2nd October
11:00
Cowdray Club
Sunday 27th October
18:00
Maryfield East

Meeting Diary
Wednesday 2nd October
19:30
Guild
Rev. H. Drysdale
Seafarer’s Mission
Wednesday 9th October
19:15
Congregational Board
19:30
Guild Autumn Rally
Craigiebuckler Church
Monday 14th October
14:15
Monday Fellowship
Musical Bingo
Wednesday 16th October
19:30
Guild
Fr. George Hutcheon
My Healing Ways
Monday 28th October
14:15
Monday Fellowship
Mr Stephen - slides

New Church Website
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F

erryhill Parish Church has had a
web presence for many years,
and this has proven to be a valuable
resource for many both close to
home and much further away. The
existing website, however, was
ready for a change to bring it up-todate both in look and in the features
it could offer.
At the end of September, after
many months of trial, a new website
was launched which provides a
more modern design and much
greater adaptability to meet the
church’s needs in the years to
come.
If you have not done so already, do
visit the new site which it is hoped
will be a resource not just for the
members of Ferryhill Kirk, but also
for the whole community in
Ferryhill.
There is a wealth of information
available about the church and
organisations that use the church
building, including a calendar of
events, news and notices, and the
minister’s personal blog which has
made the transition from Blantyre
to Aberdeen and includes

commenting so you can get in with
some responses and debate! You
will find electronic copies of the
pew leaflets and Parish News that
can be readily downloaded, and
information on who’s who within
the church.
In the months to come, it is planned
to add further features such as a
webcast of the service recordings
that are currently available on
request by CD.
Any feedback on the new website
will be gladly received either by
Aileen Swarbrick (our webmaster)
or Rev Peter Johnston.

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Fairtrade Tops Ten Grand

S

ince we started trading three
years ago, our Traidcraft
Fairtrade Stall, has sold over
£10,000 of Fairtrade goods ; a
significant milestone, which we
think is worth celebrating. This
achievement is entirely due to our
loyal customers who, week by
week, stop at the stall to buy their
groceries, gifts and cards. Those
hundred of bars of chocolate and
countless cups of tea and coffee that
you have been selflessly downing
have all added up to this magnificent
total. So come and share our
celebration cake at the after church
café on Sunday 27th October.
It is true that some Traidcraft
products such as coffee and tea are
a bit more expensive than in the
supermarket. These huge
organisations can afford to sell them
for less due to their economies of
scale. But Traidcraft also supports
some of the world’s poorest and
most marginalised producers
making crafts, textiles, jewellery and
cards, who have no access to large
supermarkets nor, as yet, to the
Fairtrade Mark, so if you buy your
tea and coffee from Traidcraft, you
are indirectly also supporting these
craft workers.
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If you visit the stall
during October, you
will see samples of
some of the many
craft products sold by
Traidcraft, and if you
place an order there, you won’t
have to pay the postage.
If you want to see more families
given the opportunity to work their
way out of poverty and more
communities enjoying the kinds of
things we take for granted – clean
water, a school, a clinic - then
choosing, consciously, to buy from
Traidcraft, rather than the
supermarket, is the way to help.

www.traidcraft.co.uk

Malawi News
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I

n May, Aberdeen Presbytery
launched the Maize Appeal in
response to the poor maize harvest
in Malawi, which affected many
people in the 15 congregations
twinned with Aberdeen. Ferryhill
Kirk Session made a donation from
our Malawi Partnership Fund and,
as a result of the appeal across the
city churches, £8,157 was taken to
Malawi in September by a
delegation from Aberdeen. Each of
the 15 churches was given £540 to
help alleviate hunger amongst the
most vulnerable people in their
congregations.
Victor M’manga, Session Clerk at
Chigodi, Ferryhill’s partner church,
wrote to our Session Clerk, Lorna
Glen, to express their thanks for
this generous gift.
“We have received the money and
we will have a meeting this Sunday
to decide how best to spend that
money. You shall be informed of
our decision. Chigodi is very
thankful to Ferryhill that this has
been made possible because of our
partnership. God bless us all.”
Following the visit from the
Aberdeen delegation, Rev Baxton
Maulidi, Presbytery Clerk and
minister at St Paul’s, Blantyre,

emailed to express the thanks of the
Presbytery.
“I can’t start without acknowledging
the timely donations of £540 to the
15 congregations, which is a huge
sum of money to assist on the
feeding program in pre-schools! We
further would like to acknowledge
the Life Straws that were bought
and sent to the Malabada
community area! Malawi as a nation
has witnessed the true love (Agape)
that was shown to us from the
people of Aberdeen Presbytery to a
poor community that had no choice
at first but to drink from stagnant
contaminated waters due to lack of
safe waters.
Blantyre City Presbytery remains
speechless for the good work we
are witnessing! Let God bless the
hand that giveth! Blantyre City
Presbytery is what it is today
because of you, our dear
Aberdonians! This is the time when
we need you most. Let Glory be to
God”
There will be an opportunity to hear
from the Aberdeen delegates on
Thursday 10th October at Rubislaw
Church Centre at 7.30pm. The
event, “A Celebration of the Visit to
Blantyre” is open to everyone.

Harvest Thanksgiving

D

id you know that every Brazil
nut you’ve ever eaten was
gathered from wild trees in the
Amazon rainforest? They cannot be
cultivated: they do not survive
without the complex forest
ecosystem and are dependent on
particular types of bees, orchids and
rodents that live there.
Every March, Bebé Albenize and her
community work incredibly hard
gathering Brazil nuts from the
rainforest. These nuts play a central
role in the life of the community,
who live in poverty. They provide
vital nutrients in a place where up to
10 per cent of children are
malnourished, and they are virtually
the only source of income for buying
essentials like medicine. Without the
nuts, life would be almost impossible
for the community: and yet the
rainforest is under threat from
mining and logging companies. That’s
why Christian Aid partner the ProIndigenous Commission of São Paulo
(CPI) is helping the community gain
the legal rights to its land.
As we celebrate God’s good gifts this
harvest, let us remember CPI’s
work, Bebé’s community and their
struggle to protect this complex and
fragile creation. This harvest, we are
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helping them bear fruit for the
future. Thank you so much for all
you can give.
‘Pray for us to find a way to make a
living from the Brazil nuts and
continue living here on our lands.’

Bebé Albenize
Please bring the Christian Aid
Harvest Appeal envelope, which
was distributed with last month’s
Parish News, to the Harvest
Thanksgiving service on 6th October
or alternatively return it via your
elder. It will also be possible to
make donations at the service of
non-perishable food items for the
Aberdeen Instant Neighbour Trust.
Donations of flowers to decorate
the church will be very welcome
and these should be brought to the
church on Friday 4th October
between 10 a.m. and noon. These
will be distributed afterwards to the
sick and housebound.

Remembrance Book
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T

he Remembrance Book
contains a page for each day of
the year and records the names of
those who have died according to
the date of their death. The Book is
on permanent display in the
Memorial Chapel and the
appropriate page is on display daily.
It is possible for small floral tributes
to be placed beside the Book to
coincide with the date on which a
particular name is displayed. The
Book is available for viewing when
the Church is open (9.30 am –
11.30 am Monday – Friday, 9.30am
– 12noon Saturday, and on Sunday
before and after services).
Arrangements for viewing the Book
outwith these times can be made by
contacting the Remembrance Book
Co-ordinator, Hazel Braynion
(01224 326910), who will also be
pleased to provide application
forms to have a name included in
the Remembrance Book.
These forms are also available in the
Coffee Shop (9.30 – 11.30 am.
Monday - Saturday), in the Foyer at
Sunday services, or by email to
office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
To have a name included in the
Remembrance Book, one of the
following criteria should apply.

The deceased:
 was member or adherent of the

congregation.

 lived in the Parish.

 was baptised in Ferryhill.
 was married in Ferryhill.
 attended an organisation that

met at Ferryhill.

 had their funeral conducted by

the Minister of Ferryhill or his/
her substitute.

Application forms should be
returned by Friday 13th October to
have a name read out during the
annual Remembrance Book Service
which will be held this year on
Sunday 3rd November at 6pm.

World Mission Council

A

n invitation is extended to
anyone who wishes to attend a
World Church event which is to be
held in Queen’s Cross Church on
Thursday 24th October at 19:00.
The programme will have as its
theme “Invest in Peace” and will
focus on Palestine and Israel. It will
be a joint programme with
participation from World Mission
Council, Church and Society
Council and Christian Aid. It will
include input from Rev. Ewan
Aitken, Council secretary, Church
and Society Council whom, you
may remember, preached in
Ferryhill last October as Chairman
of Eco-Congregation Scotland.
There will be three small group
discussions as follows:
 Being an EAPPI volunteer
 The Church & Society Council

Report ‘The Inheritance of
Abraham’

 Stories from our partners.

The evening will finish at 21:00

T

he conflict in Syria continues to
rage, claiming the lives of
thousands of people and leaving
millions homeless and without the
basic necessities of life. The World
Mission Council is asking us to get
involved in 'A Place at the Table' to
help our partner, the National
Evangelical Synod of Syria and
Lebanon (NESSL), as they reach out
to the refugees who are pouring
across the border into Lebanon, to
provide food, shelter and hygiene
supplies.
You can help make a difference; it’s
as easy as setting ‘A Place at the
Table’ and giving the money you
would have spent on that extra meal
to help feed a family in Syria. You
can find information about how to
donate and download the placemat
from the website.

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
serve/mission_worldwide/
place_at_the_table
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A Harvest Praise
10

Harvest God,
God of wheat and rain
and corn and fish
and apples and bananas
and oil and gold.
God of stars and sunlight,
of trees and supernovas,
of rivers and oceans,
of deserts and ice caps.
Harvest God
of waves and wind,
of rainstorms and heat-waves,
of snow and clouds,
of a planet alive with life:
from kangaroos to parrots,
from blue whales to pilot fish,
from lemurs to spiders,
from stag beetles to elephants.
We praise you, O God.
We praise you and celebrate you.
Harvest God,
in justice and sharing,
in love and generosity,
in responsibility and stewardship,
in sustainability and life,
may we celebrate
this harvest
together.

Parish Register
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Baptisms

Funerals

Sunday 30th June
Ida Aiblinn Boylan

Saturday 15th June
Mary Clark

Sunday 8th September
Dawson Edward Mitchell

Thursday 18th July
Joyce Fogg

Sunday 15th September
Flynn Elvis Ritchie

Monday 26th August
Bartlett James Ellis

Weddings

Monday 26th August
Frances Isabella Duncan

Saturday 7th September
Lynn Caird and Kris McKenzie

Debbie Walker Photography

Wednesday 4th September
Edith Dorothy Lawrie
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