
Ferryhill Parish Church
The Church of Scotland

Advent 4
23 December 2018

11 a.m.

You are very welcome to Ferryhill Parish Church. Please sit wherever you like. If 
you are visiting then please sign the visitors’ book in the foyer. Children are always 
welcome and the foyer is available during the service should you wish to use it. 

Please note that we are experimenting with live streaming of worship. If you do not 
wish to be seen on the broadcast stream, the seating below the gallery and in the 
gallery is beyond the view of the cameras.

Today’s worship is led by:
Peter Johnston (Minister)
Grace Baxter (Reader)
Kevin Haggart (Organist)
John Milne (Beadle)

The flowers in the Sanctuary are donated this week by Jacqueline and Harry Young, 
for all those who prepare and lead worship and develop and strengthen our faith. 



Order of Service

Gathering Praise Hope is a candle CH 284
 (Verses 1 - 4)

Lighting Fourth Advent Candle

Call to Worship
Leader:  The fourth Sunday in Advent.
 A Sunday of Love.
All: Love born in a manger.
 Love born for us all.
 Love of a mother and father.
 Love, Emmanuel
 Love, Divine.
Leader: May we know the Love of God.
 Let us worship God.

Praise Love came down at Christmas CH 316

Welcome and Church Notices

Reading Luke 1: 26-42

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel 
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, 
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the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

Praise The Angel Gabriel from heaven came CH 285

Reading Matthew 1: 18-23
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

    and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’

Ferryhill Singers In the bleak mid-winter 
 Words: Christina Rosetti
 Music: Gustav Holst (descant and accomp. Alan Bullard)

An Angel’s Visits 
Offering Praise Tell out my soul CH 286

Act of Dedication   Please remain standing

 Generous God,
 in this season
 when giving is expected of us,
 and can so easily become a burden
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 instead of a delight,
 we give thanks for the gift
 that you gave us in Jesus:
 the gift of your love -
 no strings or ribbons attached.
 Accept whatever gifts we bring today,
 out of full and grateful hearts. 
 Amen.

Praise O little town of Bethlehem CH 304
1. O little town of Bethlehem,
 how still we see you lie!
 Above your deep and dreamless sleep
 the silents stars go by;
 yet in your streets is shining
 the everlasting Light;
 the hopes and fears of all the years
 are met in you tonight.
2. O morning stars, together
 proclaim the holy birth,
 and praises sing to God the King,
 and peace to all on earth.
 For Christ is born of Mary;
 and gathered all above,
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep
 their watch of wondering love.
3. How silently, how silently,
 the wondrous gift is given!
 So God imparts to human hearts
 the blessings of his heaven.
 No ear may hear his coming;
 but in this world of sin,
 where meek souls will receive him, still
 the dear Christ enters in.
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
 descend to us, we pray;
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 cast out our sin, and enter in;
 be born in us today.
 We hear the Christmas angels
 the great glad tidings tell;
 O come to us, abide with us,
 our Lord Emmanuel.

Move to Church Hall
Discussion

• What did you notice about the two different approaches Luke and 
Matthew take?

• What similarities do you see to the other important birth stories we have 
looked at during Advent?

• Who do you relate to more in these stories, Mary or Joseph, and why?
• How do you see elements of fear, confusion or shame in these stories?
• Where else do you see those elements at work in our world today?
• How does God’s action speak into those situations then and now?
• How can you participate in those actions?

Activity
Pick one of the figures, Mary or Joseph, whoever you feel closest to, and 
on the back complete the sentence “Mary/Joseph’s story relates to me 
because...”

Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us the wrong we have done,
 as we forgive those who have wronged us.
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power 
 and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
 Amen.
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Praise Not the powerful 
  Words and music: Wild Goose Publications
  Innkeepers and Light Sleepers, 40

1. Not the powerful, not the privileged,
 not the famous in the land,
 but the no-ones and the needy
 were the first to hold God’s hand.
2. Not a well established family
 with an heirloom christening shawl,
 but a homeless, wandering couple
 parented the Lord of All.
3. Not, at first, to little children,
 nor to those whose faith burned bright;
 but to adults, stalled in darkness,
 angels brought God’s love and light.
4. God, determined to be different
 from the standards we think best,
 in his choice of friends and family,
 lets forgotten folk be blessed.
5. Not obsessed by our achievements,
 worldly wealth or family tree,
 may we, in and with God’s chosen,
 find our fondest pedigree.

The Grace The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the love of God
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
 be with us all
 evermore.

Sung Amen Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
 Amen, amen, alleluia, amen.
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1. The Big Christmas Card is back in the foyer until Christmas. Please use it 
to send your Christmas wishes to your friends in the congregation and donate 
the money you save on cards to our nominated advent charities. You will also 
be saving precious time and even more precious natural resources.

2. Christmas Offerings: We have a number of special offerings over the 
Christmas period including at the School Service on Friday 21 December, 
the Christingle and Watchnight services. The money raised through these 
offerings will this year be split between two charities, one local - City Centre 
Work Place Chaplaincy - and one international - The Sisterland Project.

3. Traidcraft: The sum of £200 has been sent to Traidcraft for their Christmas 
Appeal. Many thanks to all who contributed.

4. Church Office: The office will be closed from Monday 24 - Thursday 27 
December inclusive, and then again from Monday 31 December - Thursday 3 
January inclusive.

5. Instant Neighbour: Please continue to bring donations of non-perishable 
food items and toiletries to support those in need in our community.

Christmas at Ferryhill
Christmas Eve - Monday 24 December
10:00 a.m.  Christingle preparations in the Church Hall 
6:00 p.m.    Christingle Service for families
11:00 p.m.  Carols at the Kirk
11:30 p.m.  Watchnight Service 

Christmas Day - Sunday 25 December
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service - a short family service to which children are 
invited to bring along one of their presents.

Church Notices



Useful Information

Ferryhill Parish Church
Fonthill Road
Aberdeen
AB11 6UD

Minister 
Rev Peter Johnston
Tel: 01224 949192
Email: pjohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk

Office
Tel:  01224 213093
Email: office@ferryhillparishchurch.org
Web: www.ferryhillparishchurch.org

Aberdeen Ferryhill Parish Church  
of Scotland is registered in Scotland  
as a charity (SC010756).

CCL Licence No. 100868

A Seasonal Eco-Tip
Natural Remedy for Sore Throats
For a cheaper and natural alternative to shop-bought cough 
medicine, soothe sore throats with an infusion of organic honey 
and lemon in hot water. The honey will relieve irritation and has 
valuable antimicrobial properties.

Contacts 
Please contact the Minister, Rev Peter Johnston, for information 
about Church Membership, Baptism, or being married in 
Church, or complete one of the cards available in the Hymn 
Book and hand it in as you leave.


